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As we head, coughing and sneezing,
towards the end of the Autumn Term, we
can look back with great pride on all we
have achieved over
the past fifteen
weeks.
Mr Auld and I have
negotiated our first
term in the Boarding
House and, I can
honestly say, there
has not been a dull
moment! From Basketball matches to
talent shows, with tests, exams,
interviews and, (I’m afraid) a few hospital
trips thrown in for good measure, it has
been a busy term that I will remember as
being full of happiness and celebration.

All of the pupils, parents, guardians and
fellow staff members have made Mr Auld
and I feel thoroughly welcome. Freemen’s
certainly feels
like home to us
now, and to my
husband,
daughter,
Harriet and
Golden
Retriever, Cuba.
I hope you enjoy
our first newsletter of the year, reviewing
the term, and al looking forward to the
challenges and excitements of the Spring
Term.
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Apart from the obvious changes in the staff body of the Boarding House, there have also
been a some new additions to the physical space. Prompted by our newly formed
‘Cosmetic Improvements Committee’, the first purchase was of some colourful bean bags,
to enhance the homely feel to the Hub area. That was soon followed by some new rugs,
pigeon holes for all the boarders, a FIFA zone for X-Box playing, an iPad for digital sign in
and out, and the very popular addition of the table football table.
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Bonding Activities
The term started with what I was told
was an old favourite; the House
bonding trip to London. Alex Tam
brilliantly took to the helm and
introduced us to competitive sightseeing. The winning group was to be
the group with the best photos in the

greatest variety of London’s attractions.
Later that night, our Upper Sixth set up
some team games in the house, ranging
from Uno to Wink Murder, making sure
that names were learned and friendships
sealed within just a few days of knowing
one another.

John, Angus and
Brandon getting to
know Cuba.
Alex Tam’s group in Trafalgar Square

Adi Nat enjoying a round of Wink Murder

September Barbeque
On a sunny September afternoon, we cemented our new friendships with a
Boarders’ Barbeque in the Italian Garden. The sun shone beautifully, and so it
was only right that the new pupils should be introduced to the great British
summer sport of rounders, which left many looking a little perplexed!

The sun shone
over Main House
for the Barbeque
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Test weeks
It’s not all fun and games up in the
Boarding House! There has been
plenty of hard work going on too.
Having discovered earlier in the
term that boarders did better
than their day pupil counterparts
in last summer’s GCSE and A-Level
exams, the pressure is on to improve on those scores School tests
took place after half term and,
whilst I haven’t yet had a chance
to analyse whether we did better
than the day pupils, there were
certainly some outstanding results
in there, giving us lots of positive
energy for the rest of the year.

Upper Sixth Form Supper
Before half term, and in recognition of their hard work and leadership in the
Boarding House, the Upper Six were treated to supper in the Leg of Mutton
and Cauliflower in Ashtead. The sensible ones enjoyed a classic British beef
burger with chips—the perfect choice for a chilly October evening. Others opted for lasagna, pizza, risotto, amongst other things. A lovely evening of good
food, drink and conversation was enjoyed by all.
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Christmas Dinner 2016
On 4th December, the House
celebrated an early Christmas
with a wonderful dinner put
on by Sodexo. The evening
was followed by some rousing
entertainment from the
Boarders, and some excellent
speeches from our Heads of
House, Yolanda and Mark.

Ice Skating at Hampton Court Palace
The day after the Christmas dinner, the whole house went on a trip to visit
the Kingston Christmas markets, followed by an hour of ice skating at
Hampton Court Palace. The trip was a huge amount for fun—so much fun,
in fact, that no one remembered to take any photographs...

Chinese Festival of the Moon
At the beginning of October, we
celebrated the Chinese Festival of
the Moon, with glow sticks,
torches and moon cake (replaced
by Jaffa Cakes for those with a
sweeter tooth). The fact that we
couldn’t see the moon due to the
cloud cover, only enhanced the
light from our glow sticks and
made the occasion even more
magical!
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Looking ahead to the Spring Term
Start of the Spring Term

During the term

The boarding house will be
open from 8:15am on
Tuesday, 3rd January.
Please do not arrive before
this time as there may not
be anyone available to let
you in. Supper will be
provided at 6pm, but there
is no lunch provided on that
day. All boarders should
have returned in time for
roll call at 9pm. Lessons will
start first thing on
Wednesday morning, so do
try to avoid jet-lag, if
possible.

Although it is called the Spring
Term, please remember that it
remains cold in the UK, often
until March or April. Please pack
appropriate clothing, including
good shoes and coats for wet
weather. It is not a good idea to
be walking across to Main
House wearing flip flops in midJanuary.
During the course of the Spring
Term we will be electing our
new house prefects for 2017-18
from our current Lower Sixth
pupils. Those interested should
come back ready for a
leadership contest!

End of Term Arrangements
The 31st March may seem a long way
off, but I am sure parents and
guardians will already be looking
ahead to book flights for the end of
the Spring Term.
All pupils are required to be in School
until 4pm on the last day of term,
regardless of whether they usually
have a lesson scheduled at that time.
Please do not book flights that will
require boarders to miss lessons and
other School commitments. Those
missing from School before the end
of term will be marked down as an
unauthorized absence, which could
reflect badly on UCAS and other
references.

Keep in Touch

Follow us on twitter

Although you may be a long way away, we like to have regular communication with parents and guardians. Please make
sure we have up to date contact details for you, and drop me
an email any time you like at

@LiveFreemens

jemima.edney@clfs.surrey.sch.uk

