
Following a very quiet Christmas break 

in Ashtead Park, it was lovely to see 

and hear the boarders flooding back in  

on  3rd January, looking well rested 

and ready to tackle the challenges of 

another term. We were particularly 

pleased to welcome some new 

boarders this term. Marco Lau has 

settled extremely well into our Upper 

4s, and Christine Arentz (U6) who was 

formally a day pupil at Freemen’s has 

joined us in order to spend more time 

focusing on academic study, and less 

time travelling. 

We weren’t long into the term when 

the winds changed and brought in a 

rare dumping of snow. Whilst it wasn’t 

quite enough to cancel lessons, the 

boarders certainly enjoyed some time 

playing outdoors and definitely NOT 

throwing snowballs! 

I was certainly reminded of one of the 

great benefits of boarding life when I 

saw pictures like the one below on the 

news the next morning! 
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Lower Sixth Leadership Challenge 

Welcome Back—to exams 
For some of our boarders, it was straight into exams, as our U5 and U6 pupils 

sat their mock GCSE and A-Level papers. The pupils have had their results and 

should now be very clear about the areas that need improving. To those who 

have been offered additional support  - you must make the most of these 

opportunities. To those who did well  -  congratulations, but don’t get 

complacent! 

The Lower Sixth are already starting to think ahead to next year, and have 

been tasked with showing their leadership potential through a boarding house 

challenge. Working in the style of the popular television show The Apprentice, 

the year group have been split into Team Alpha and Team Omega. Each week-

end the teams will compete to run the most popular house activity. With a 

new Project Manager selected each week, they will need to show organization, 

teamwork and commitment, as well as the ability to lead their team to suc-

cess. In week one, Team Alpha organized a pizza and quiz night, which was 

followed the following day with Team Omega’s Running Man challenge. 
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Our Chinese New Year celebrations began on Friday, 27th January, with a 

beautiful spread provided by the school caterers at lunchtime. On Saturday, 

many of the boarders celebrated with friends and family, and others visited 

China Town in London to join in with the celebrations. On Sunday we hosted 

our own New Year celebrations in the house, with lanterns (made by Mrs 

Edney’s three-year old daughter, Harriet), red and gold balloons, banners and 

snacks. Happy New Year to all, and may the Year of the Rooster bring pros-

perity and happiness 
   恭禧  

   發財    

 

 

B O A R D I N G  N E W S  

Chinese New Year 



P A G E  4  

Cosmetic Developments 

 

We have recently installed storage trolleys in the Hub area of the Boarding 

House, where pupils can safely store their laptops, iPads, phones and other 

potentially distracting devices. Each boarder has their own drawer, and they 

are placed beneath the CCTV camera for security. No boarder is forced to use 

these, but they are strongly encouraged to make the sensible choice to store 

their devices here, away from their desks and beds. It can be very difficult for 

our teenagers to avoid the temptation of computer games, videos and social 

media, but it is essential that they do not jeopardise their study and sleep 

time, and learn to exercise self-discipline. Do please encourage your children 

to make use of this facility.  

There have been a few improvements to the living spaces in 

the Boarding House, in order to allow for more quiet space, 

more study space, and better relaxation space. The addition 

of some new bean bags, both in The Hub and the pods has 

added more seating room, and added some colour. A newly 

developed ‘Chill Out Zone’, where mobile phones, laptops, 

iPads and other devices are banned, creates an intimate space 

for pupils to chat, or quietly reflect. In the coming months we 

are hoping to increase the study space on the balcony and 

add some more wall-art around the house. If anyone has any 

old board games that they no longer use, do please donate 

them to the boarding house. They are very popular activities in evenings and week-

ends. 
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Electronic Device Storage 



Looking ahead 

 Keep in Touch 

Although you may be a long way away, we  like to have regu-

lar communication with parents and guardians. Please make 

sure we have up to date contact details for you, and drop me 

an email any time you like at  

jemima.edney@freemens.org 

Follow us on twitter 

@LiveFreemens 

 

End of Term 

Due to a residential course coming in 

over the Easter Holidays, all the rooms 

will need to be emptied at the end of 

the Spring Term. There will be some 

storage available in the house, but I 

have asked the boarders to think care-

fully about how much they really need 

to keep at School. 

Exam Leave 

We wish all our U5, L6 and U6 pupils well 

for their public exams in the summer 

term. Once the pupils have finished their 

last exam, we request that they pack up 

and return home as soon as possible. 

There is no programme for them in 

school, and they will not be able to stay in 

the boarding house until the end of term. 

Electrical Items 

Unfortunately, a number of electrical items have been confiscated this term because 

they pose a risk to the health and safety of those in the house. Kettles in particular are 

NOT allowed in the bedrooms. They pose a significant risk of severe burns. Hairdryers 

and straighteners are permitted, but must be stored in such a way that they do not be-

come a trip hazard. Electrical chargers and extension cables must be safe, and should 

only be plugged in when in use. Any charger or extension cable that appears unsafe, or 

gets hot when in use, will be removed by Mrs Retzlaff. Any items that have been confis-

cated will be returned at the end of term, when they can be taken home. 


