Thank You
Freemen’s
See what an amazing year
2015-2016 has been and
discover the plans we have for
next year and beyond.
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Head’s
Message
You are most warmly welcome to the 2016 Prize Day
here at the City of London Freemen’s School.
It is with immense pleasure that we welcome guests
from the City, Guilds and Livery Companies.
Our relationship with the City of London is not only central to our foundation, as a school
for orphans of Freemen of the city, but also vital to our continued sense of identity. We have
always enjoyed benevolence and succour from our city supporters, and we look forward to
maintaining and fostering that allegiance further in our combined future, stronger together.
I should like to thank our esteemed guests for their generosity today in particular, as our
students prepare to receive prizes from their bounty to recognise the students’ successes in
and out of the classroom.
May I also welcome parents and supporters of our young people gathered here today. I
have been struck in my first year at Freemen’s by the warmth and openness of the young
people in our care. Personally, I have enjoyed the time that I have spent with all manner of
Freemen’s students, their convictions, their wonderful idealism, their hopes for their world.
Your children are very much a credit to you.
Similarly, these young people are a credit to their teachers, and vice versa. It has been a
lively and exciting year, full of pride for me: to see youthful exuberance in all camps; to
observe many and varied excellent lessons; to learn of the exceptional opportunities which
are on offer here; to witness kind, attentive, interactions between children and adults; to
see hope and promise for what lies ahead as we all grow together within and beyond our
community.
I wish all of our school family a glorious summer and look forward to seeing you all again
come the new term.

Roland J. Martin
Headmaster
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Autumn
Term
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

From the tiniest of seven year olds laying
crosses of poppies at the foot of boards of
honour, to a heartfelt reading of Owen's
'Anthem for Doomed Youth' by an Upper
Sixth former, we partook in a special whole
school service of remembrance in school at
the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month.

TARGET 2.0

Upper Sixth Freemen’s Economics
students got down to the last 42 out of
300 schools in the Bank of England Target
2.0 competition. The team members
acting as the Monetary Policy Committee
were required to present their decision on
current monetary policy for the UK. The
team consisting of Kevin Wong, Tomoki
Yamamoto, Snowy Yuen and William
Rees presented to a panel of Senior
Bank of England advisors. The team was
commended by the judging panel for an
outstanding presentation, high powered
answering of questions on the day and
were the clear winners for them.

MUSICIANS PLAY AT RITZ

The Vivettes, Treble-Makers and Cantabile
singers were invited to serenade the
diners in the Ritz Hotel's prestigious
Piccadilly tea-rooms with a medley of
Christmas choral music.
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FIREWORKS
In November, we had plenty of gunpowder,
but thankfully no treason! All of the very
positive and productive plotting took place
beforehand, thanks to a valiant group of
parents who coordinated events, ably
supported by our own staff. Thank you to the
FSA, works' team and Sodexo for warming
us all up beforehand. After a rousing
countdown, the fireworks were spectacular:
oohs and aahs abounded as familes and
friends came together to celebrate this very
british November evening, huddled together
in wet weather gear. Younger attendees very
much embraced the spirit of the evening,
sporting ears and glasses fashioned out of
multi-coloured glow sticks. They looked
fabulous!

GREAT START FOR UPPER 3s
Our Upper 3s had a wonderful start to their
year whilst team-building at High Ashurst,
Box Hill. They swung from ropes, climbed
poles, balanced on crates and supported
each other throughout the day, quite literally
at times, in their escapades together during
each exciting activity. Their enthusiasm
seemed unbounded and their efforts
unlimited during a full day of physical and
mental activities working together as they
made new friends. Great fun was had by all,
staff and pupils alike, and our challenge to
lay down the foundations for new friendships
and unified form-groups was well and truly
met.

CABARET PRODUCTION WOWS

The production featured senior school pupils aged 13-18 in acting, singing and backstage
roles, who tackled the subject matter with professionalism and aplomb. The cast was
well supported by a 24-piece concert band - comprising mainly of students - who coped
admirably with the demands of the challenging West End score. Mr. Martin commented:
‘I’m very proud of the pupils; they have worked extremely hard in a relatively short period
of time on this ambitious musical. The enthusiastic applause, which they received from the
audience after each show, was testament to their considerable skill.”

Sebastian Callaghan (U5) as Emcee
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Spring
Term

Charlotte Blythe and
Andrew McMillan

LIBRARY WINNERS MEET
HARRY POTTER ILLUSTRATOR
Winners of the School’s Harry Potter
competition were given the opportunity
to attend a Q and A session with Jim
Kay, illustrator of the new Harry Potter
Illustrated Edition.

UPPER 4 FRENCH EXCHANGE

Upper 4 welcomed a group of 25 French
pupils from Les Chartreux School, Lyon
from 16 March until 23 March. The
visitors spent some time in lessons
and assembly, and enjoyed an English
breakfast with their English partners.
The French party went on various trips
including visits to Hampton Court,
Kingston, Guildford and Windsor. They
also spent time with host families at the
weekend and visited London. The return
visit took place in June.

JUNIOR TALENT SHOWS

Two Junior Talent Shows thrilled
and wowed audiences with their
combinations of dance, music, sketches,
poetry and singing.
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CHARLOTTE WINS AGINCOURT
ESSAY PRIZE
Lower 5 pupil Charlotte Blythe won the
top prize in an essay writing competition
to celebrate the 600 year anniversary of
Agincourt with her essay entitled: “Why has
the Battle of Agincourt resonated through
English and British history for the last
600 years and why does it have relevance
today?”
“I was shocked, surprised and flattered
to win,” explained the winner Charlotte
Blythe, “especially as I had never learnt
anything on this subject before.”
The competition was hosted by The
Worshipful Company of Fletchers as part of
a year- long programme to commemorate
the anniversary.
To celebrate the win, Charlotte was invited
to attend a dinner at Cutlers’ Hall with Her
Royal Highness Princess Michael of Kent.
Charlotte was presented with an arrow and
also won £100 donation to the Woodlands
School, Freemen’s charity of choice.

PUPILS DETOX TO STOP MALARIA
Pupils gave up all their digital devices to help
raise money to stop malaria. The Juniors
were sponsored for a week long detox from
phones, ipads, computer games and screens
of any kind. Some students found the
sacrifice easier than others.

The Geography Department visited the
Italian island of Sicily on an explosive
geography field trip!

A LEVEL SCIENCE SUCCESS
Three former Freemen’s pupils were
recognised for their academic successes
at a prestigious prize-giving ceremony at
Fishmongers’ Hall by London Bridge. All
three had studied Salters A Level science
syllabuses accredited by Edexcel. Rachel
Dunne gained full marks in A level physics,
so was the top student nationally for this
syllabus. Similarly, Katie Collis was joint first
in biology, also with a score of 600/600,
whilst Katy Griffin came joint third.

Some of the Junior School’s top fundraisers

“The worst thing was my brother teasing me,”
explained Sophia Barton from Lower 2, one
of the top fundraisers for the project. “He put
the TV on and I had to go to my room.” For
Upper 3’s Kishan Patel, however, “the worst
thing was not allowed being on your phone”.
The young fundraisers did enjoy the
experience though.
Clara Harris in Upper 3 said “I got more work
done and had more free time with my sister.”
The pupils’ sacrifice means that they have
now raised over £5,000 for charity Malaria No
More.
“By giving up all their gadgets for a week, the
Junior school are helping us to make sure that
one day – probably within their lifetimes –
children will no longer be at risk from malaria
and can enjoy the education and future they
deserve,” says Tara Sherjan, Community
Fundraising Manager at Malaria No More UK.
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Summer
Term

Mr Robinson
and Dominic
Quantrill

FORM 1 GROW SAPLINGS
WITH WOODLAND TRUST

Form 1 pupils planted field maple seeds in
milk bottle containers. These will grow into
saplings over the next 18 months and will
then be planted out at Langley Vale Wood.
Dean: "I really liked putting soil in the milk
bottles."

AUTHOR VANESSA ALTIN
MEETS STUDENTS

Vanessa Altin, Author of The Pomegranate
Tree came into school to talk to Lower and
Upper 4. Over the hour, Vanessa told them
about her trip to Syria a few years ago. The
stories she discussed were very emotional
and moved everyone in the room.

BATCHELOR SOCIETY
REENACTS 1858
LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATES
Freemen's Batchelor Society drew a
large crowd in the Haywood Centre
with their reenactment of the historic
Lincoln-Douglas Debates from the 1858
Illinois State Election Campaign. The
series of seven debates are considered
to be some of the most important in
Amerian political history.

UPPER 4 SILENT AUCTION
Upper 4’s Silent Auction raised around
£2,300 for Woodlands School.
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LOWER 2 DOMINIC BECOMES
HEAD FOR A DAY
Dominic Quantrill, a Lower 2 student, took
over leadership of the Junior school from
Mr. Robinson for the whole of Monday 23
May.
“I like it and want to do it more,” explained
Dominic, when asked about his day being
Head. “It is an easy job.”
Dominic’s duties included meeting with
staff, leading assembly, observing Year 4
classes, eating lunch with three friends in
a special dining room and an inspection of
the site.
Mr. Robinson said: “The school was in
very good hands all morning. Dominic’s
authority and humour were very well
received by all”.
Nine year-old Dominic won the opportunity
to become Head for a Day as part of a silent
auction run by Upper 4.

BUILDING BEGINS ON NEW POOL
Work has begun on the new pool. It is due to be
finished by Autumn 2017.

U5 STUDENT PUBLISHED IN
GEOGRAPHY JOURNAL

Grace Bowling of Whittington won the
Senior House Chef Comeptition.

U5 Student Lottsie Speller has been published in a
national geography GCSE magazine “Wide World”.
Lottsie’s article explores Linton Falls Hydroelectric
Powerstation in Grassington, North Yorkshire, its
redevelopment in 2011 and how it works. Lottise
is the third Freemen's student in four years to be
published in the magazine.

CCF ANNUAL GENERAL
INSPECTION

The Glyn-Freemen’s CCF had its biennial
inspection, where we welcomed Colonel
Ian Dennison, Colonel Cadets of London
District. First Col. Dennison led the formal
parade, where awards were given out.
After the parade the cadets showed off
their training by presenting a series of
activity stands. The afternoon finished
with a formal contingent photograph to
celebrate the first three years of existence.
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Daniel Cuthbert

Sport
LONDON MINI MARATHON

Runners James Freeman (L4R), Iona Agius
(U3L), Lily Pearson (U3H), Dominic Fellows
(U3H), Kiara Valkenburg (U3H), Joshua Brown
(U3W) and Theo Cheshire (U3M) completed
the London Mini Marathon run along the final
three miles of the marathon course, finishing
along The Mall.

U15 HOCKEY CHAMPIONS

The U15 Girls Hockey Squad was crowned
Surrey Champions in November.

MAIA PENDOWER U2

Maia Pendower (U2)returned triumphant
from the National Kuk Sool Won™
championships in Liverpool, where she
won three medals for Forms, Techniques
and Sparring.

HENRY CLARK AND WILL
DARBISHIRE U2

Henry Clark and Will Darbishire have been
selected for the Surrey under 10s Cricket
Performance Squad. They got the chance to
play four other Surrey teams and then play
in a festival week at the end of July. Over
700 selected children attended the trials
and 100 have made it into the
Surrey Squad.

ISAAC SHALGOSKY F1

Isaac won silver in the Under 12s Musical
Weapons and bronze in the Under 12s
Freestyle Weapons at the British Open
International Championship.
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DANIEL SELECTED FOR U16
ENGLAND RUGBY TEAM
Daniel Cuthbert captained Surrey to
a winning season and captained the
Harlequins Academy side at the Wellington
Festival. 400 of the country's best players
from 14 RFU Regional Academies attended
the week long Wellington U16 Festival,
all aiming to be selected for the England
U16 side. Daniel was one of those 23 boys
selected to play against Wales U16 at
Caerphilly Stadium in front of a crowd of
2,000 people

DRESSAGE SISTERS TRIUMPH

Lily Latimer Smith (U6) represented GBR
in Dressage and competed at Hickstead
International last summer. She achieved
top 10 placings in all three classes. Lily
and her sister Merlyn (U5) competed at
the Home International in late July for
England and Southern Region. Lily became
overall Junior Medium Champion, and
Merlyn was third overall out of around 40
competitors.

FENCING SUCCESS

There was success for the Freemen’s fencing team at the Surrey
Youth Fencing Championships. Megan Haine won the U14 Girls’
Épée, while Adam Taylor was runner up in the U16 Boys’ Épée.
These triumphs follow on from Sarah Spice’s third placing at the
Cadet Under 17 British Championships at the start of February,
meaning she is now ranked 8th on the Cadet British Ranking List
and the tender age of 15. Sarah also came Sixth overall in the
British Youth Championships (BYC’S) for U16 Girls’ Epee.

Megan
Haine

Izzy
GIRLS WIN SWIMMING SILVER & BRONZE
Fakkel At the end of April, Izzy Fakkel (U4) and Alicia Wilson (U5) were
selected to represent England at the ‘Energy Standard Swimming
Cup’ in Lignano Sabbiadoro, Italy. Izzy swam a year up in the 13/14
age group taking part in the 100 metres breaststroke, 200 metres
breaststroke & 4 x 100 metres medley relay. Izzy came 3rd in the
100 metres breaststroke, she then swam an amazing personal best
in the 200 metres breaststroke and came 2nd winning a coveted
silver medal! Izzy then followed this up by swimming in the 4 x 100
metres medley relay where the team came 3rd overall, this time
receiving a bronze medal. Alicia Wilson who swims in NAYSS, and is
coached by Richard Garfield, also swam fantastically and gained a
bronze medal in the 400m Individual medley.

U15 GIRLS BECOME DISTRICT ATHLETICS CHAMPIONS
More than 50 pupils represented the school at the recent District Athletics Championships
and there was success across all events and age groups. The U15 girls were runaway
winners of the team event, with the U17 girls and the U15 boys finishing 3rd, the U17 boys
6th in their respective competitions.

U15 Girls District Champions
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The Future
The strategic intent sets out a development
vision for the main areas of the school’s life
as well as setting ambitions for partnership
activities with other schools and the wider
community.
The intent is a practical working document
that reflects the ethos and mission of
Freemen’s.
The document specifies key plans and
objectives for the next five years at the
school.

City of London Corporation
Aim

Target

1.

Core values (Four Rs: Responsible, Reliable,
Relevant, Radical; Four Ps: Passion, Pride,
professionalism, Pace) should be imbedded
into the life and ambitions of the school

Root and branch re-examination of school aims and
mission statements by the Senior Leadership Team
in 2016-17 with intention of making them relevant
to the school whilst reflecting its place in the wider
picture of The City of London Corporation.

2.

Strong moral and social values should remain
at the heart of a Freemen’s education.

An audit of the moral, spiritual and social
expectations of the school should include
examination of its Enrichment programmes, links
with the community and the space given to spiritual
or mindful activity.

3.

To provide access to a Freemen’s education for
those families whose financial circumstances
would not naturally afford an independent
school education. To develop – with alumni,
Livery Companies and The City – bursary
funding programmes to support charitable
benefit at the school.

By 2022, at least 5% of the roll at Freemen’s should
be on significant (80%+) bursary funding with an
ambition for further growth in this area of the
school’s profile.

To provide support to The City’s Academy
programme through tangible alliances and
sharing of resources and expertise

To explore with City of London Academy, Southwark
in the first instance, opportunities to give
support through, for example, residential revision
programmes during holiday periods for students;
teacher exchanges; shared INSET opportunities for
staff.

4.
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Responsible rationalisation of Scholarship funding
by the school should feed into bursary resources.

Academic
Aim

Target

1.

Freemen’s must offer an exciting,
broad, balanced, academic
curriculum to all students staffed by
passionate specialists in all subject
areas.

To review the current curriculum during the academic year
2016-17 and ensure that the programme offered is relevant,
fit for purpose and appropriately staffed.
To embed a purposeful Professional Development and Review
for all staff at Freemen’s which includes Core Values as a
criteria for assessment of progress.
To embed a Graduate Assistant Programme in the School
in response to the teacher recruitment crisis, reacting
responsibly to encourage young teachers into the profession.

2.

Whilst inculcating high academic
standards throughout, Freemen’s
should aim to become progressively
more selective at the various entry
points to ensure that the children
that join the school fit both the
academic and learning profiles that
match the school’s intentions.
Ultimately, an education at
Freemen’s should inspire a life-long
love of learning.

All students should make measurable progress exceeding
national expectations and progress should be measured by
standardised tracking.
- 100% A* - C pass at GCSE
- 85% A* - A pass at GCSE
- 90% A* - B pass at A Level
- 70% A* - A pass at A Level

To teach all pupils across the school
the requisite ICT skills both to
nurture them academically and
prepare them for the world beyond
Freemen’s. To provide finance for,
and management of, ICT facilities
that enhance the quality of teaching
and learning in the classroom and
provides all students with the
opportunity for developing their own
independent learning.
To develop and encourage
further staff commitment to, and
competence in, the use of ICT for
teaching and learning through a
planned programme of staff training
and development across the whole
School.

To establish a clear digital strategy across the school.
To identify learning opportunities for teachers and pupils and
to resource them.
To ensure that any investment in ICT is centred upon benefits
to teaching and learning.
To empower teachers to use ICT with confidence and
creativity ensuring that all teachers can use elements of ICT in
their teaching.
To select, implement and develop a new web-based Virtual
Learning Environment, serving the whole School which
provides all staff and students access to information both
within the school and at home.

3.

4.

To embed successfully a radical Sixth Form curriculum that
responds to enforced Government changes in a proactive
way and which will give students at Freemen’s a competitive
edge in the University and employment markets, as well as
making them interesting human beings.
To track students post-Freemen’s through Development and
Outreach Officers to ensure that we have provided them
with the foundations required to progress with confidence,
aspiring to careers and lifestyles that can make a difference
in the world and possibly gain positions as leaders and
pioneers in society.
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Co-Curricular and Boarding Ethos
Aim

Target

1.

To provide an excellent
and exciting co-curricular
and social programme for
all pupils.

To identify an holistic strategy for delivery of a wide-ranging co-curricular
in the school.
To develop our provision in sport, CCF, outdoor education, enrichment,
DoE, music, drama and other creative and expressive arts among a wide
range of activities available to all, to develop balanced and well-rounded
individuals and identify and nurture leadership potential.
To start a full consultation process in 2016-17 on the length of the school
day with staff and parents with the suggestion that staggered timings may
facilitate more purposeful activity in the school.
To ensure an appropriate weekend programme of activities and outings
will be available to boarders.

2.

To provide excellence in
sporting provision.

A comprehensive review of sports and activities at the School will give a
clear picture of what we offer and where we are seen as wanting. Parental
questionnaire and forum responses need to be addressed, particularly in
relation to (girls’) sport.
To assess whether the range is broad and diverse enough to meet the
aspirations and talents of pupils in the school.
To ensure that a meaningful elite athlete programme is embedded into the
culture at Freemen’s where individuals have meaningful targets to attain
for their sustained development.

3.

To ensure that boarders
are busy and stimulated
and that day pupils are
able to benefit from
the opportunities and
relationships that a
boarding ethos nurtures.

With a newly appointed Head of Boarding, to conduct a full audit of
boarding house provision in 2016-18.
Every boarding student will be challenged to realise his/her full potential
outside of the academic curriculum.
Opportunities will be actively sought to bring day and boarding
communities more purposefully together.
To diversify the boarding community and to seek fresh opportunities
for short-stay and flexi-boarding opportunities through development of
facilities.

4.

To provide as much
professional care and
expertise outside of the
classroom as in it.

5.

To celebrate pupil
achievement at every
opportunity in a fair and
even-handed way.

To give an expectation that the co-curricular aspects of life in the school
are in equal measure central to the education that Freemen’s provides.
To ensure that the skills and core behaviours of all involved in co-curricular
life lie with the broader expectations of the School as a whole.
The consideration of creative, short-term appointments: Artist in
Residence, Director in Residence, Writer in Residence, Workshop Coaches.
A re-launched Awards and Colours programme will be used to incentivise
students.
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The way that prizes are awarded will be investigated.

Site
Aim

Target

To ensure that Freemen’s site
provides the facilities that are
fitting for the purpose of an
education in the 21st century.
To ensure that the site is used
to its full educational potential
as well as providing an inspiring
backdrop to the pupils’
education and development.

SLT to work with Architects and Governors on a site refurbishment
and renewal plan.

3.

To make the site a safe and
secure environment for its
pupils.

4.

To show all stakeholders that
we continue to take pride in
our environment, including its
historic features and grounds.

To include in this site management plan provision for safer pick
up and drop off arrangements on site and alternative transport
options for parents, working with the safer routes to school
advisory group.
To audit and regulate the amount of onsite activity from external
providers during term time.
To ensure that we follow the statutory obligations placed on
independent schools with reference to child protection, health and
safety, employment law, and fire, which all come under the generic
term of “Risk Management”.
To continue to identify, budget for and audit a system for rolling
maintenance around the school to include classroom and facilities
house refurbishment.

1.

2.

To identify and prioritise development potential and projects
in the School starting with completion of the Swimming Pool
project before moving to Sixth Form and Junior facilities, boarding
expansion and dining provision.

Marketing and Admissions
Aim
1.

2.

3.

Target

Freemen’s aspires to be a
leading School in the South
East (at least!) with a positive
international reputation and
to position itself as a pupilcentred, innovative community
of learners.
To improve the ‘shop window’
of the School.

To arrive ideally at a school of 1,000 pupils.
Boarding 110 (to include extension of boarding facility) with
additional flexi-boarding options for Sixth Form pupils.
Overseas: 12% across the School from a diverse range of
backgrounds that will involve building relationships with agents,
overseas recruitment and marketing to include European and Ex
Pat. markets.
To design and launch a new and mobile-friendly website for
Freemen’s in 2016-17, easing communication with present and
future stakeholders.

Freemen’s aims to develop
meaningful professional
relationships with community
stakeholders.

To develop community links with leading local ‘brands’ and other
Community Stakeholders (local Primary, Preparatory and Senior
Schools).
To start/develop links with local and national preparatory schools.
To raise the profile of the School through local and national media,
gaining editorial coverage at any opportunity.
To encourage effective internal marketing, advertising the things
that we do well to others.
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Term Dates
2016-2017

Autumn Term

Sunday 4 September 2016
Monday 5 September 2016
Friday 21 October 2016		
Sunday 6 November 2016
Monday 7 November 2016
Friday 16 December 2016

Spring Term

Tuesday 3 January 2017		
Wednesday 4 January 2017
Friday 10 February 2017		
Sunday 19 February 2017
Monday 20 February 2017
Friday 31 March 2017		

Summer Term

Tuesday 18 April 2017		
Wednesday 19 April 2017
Monday 1 May 2017		
Friday 26 May 2017		
Sunday 4 June 2017		
Monday 5 June 2017		
Friday 7 July 2017			
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Boarding students return by 6.00pm
Term starts
Half term begins at 4.00pm
Boarding students return by 6.00pm
Term Recommences
Term ends at 4.00pm

Boarding students return by 6.00pm
Term starts
Half term begins at 4.00pm
Boarding students return by 6.00pm
Term recommences
Term ends at 4.00pm

Boarding students return by 6.00pm
Term starts
May Bank Holiday
Half term begins at 4.00pm
Boarding students return by 6.00pm
Term recommences
Term ends at 1.00pm

See you in September!
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