Year 9 FAQs
HOW WILL THE PLANNED BUILDING WORKS IMPACT PUPILS?
There should be very little impact for pupils. Each stage of the remaining building work is phased, so that disruption
is reduced to a minimum. Main House is now closed off while work is being carried out, so that it is not accessible by
students. The School runs as normal. The only real difference is that students eat lunch in the dining room opposite
the Junior School.
WHAT DOES A TYPICAL TIMETABLE LOOK LIKE FOR CHILDREN IN YEAR 9 AND WHAT SUBJECTS ARE TAUGHT?
Year 9 provides pupils with broad curriculum coverage, which allows pupils to make informed and sensible decisions
about the available options for the following year. Linked to National Curriculum guidelines, the ‘core’ subjects include
English, Mathematics and the Sciences. The three Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, and Physics) are taught separately by
subject specialists in a balanced science programme, which treats each subject equally. A Modern Foreign Language,
French, German or Spanish, is the other main examinable compulsory element.
Core Subjects
Biology, Chemistry, English, French, German or Spanish, Mathematics and Physics.
Pupils also study the following throughout the year:
• Art and Design
• Games afternoon
• French
• Geography
• German
• History
• Latin or Spanish
• Physical Education
(as a Second Foreign Language)
(every second week)

•
•
•

Religious Education
Drama
Music

The following subjects are taught in smaller groups on a carousel basis:
Design Technology, Food Technology, Computing.
PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION
PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) is taught throughout the year. Tutors cover various topics including:
self-discipline and decision making, study skills, self-awareness and awareness of others, becoming a teenager, drugs
and alcohol awareness, review of anti-smoking material, awareness of the disabled and the elderly as well as law and
order issues. In addition visiting speakers are invited to address the pupils. As part of the PSHE programme, each form
group familiarises themselves with the resources of the careers room and discusses GCSE option choices.
6 topics in PSHE are covered each year:
• Mental Health Awareness
•
• Relationships
•
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Alcohol and Drugs
Living in the Wider World

•
•

Diversity and Prejudice
Health
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WHAT ARE THE CLASS SIZES AND HOW LARGE IS THE YEAR GROUP?
This year our core subject class size is 20 children per class, with tutor groups being house-based groups of
approximately 11 to 12 children, enabling each tutor to get to know and support each student closely. Optional
subjects can have fewer students in the class, depending on how many choose the subject. There are 5 classes with
approximately a total of 100 pupils in the year group. There is an approximate gender split across the classes and the
year group as a whole.
WHAT SPORTS ARE TAUGHT TO CHILDREN IN YEAR 9?
‘Sport for all’ is a key philosophy and we involve as many pupils as possible in competitive fixtures, whilst encouraging
individuals and teams to achieve success at county, regional and national level. High standards are set for the
numerous competitive teams, with an extensive programme of fixtures at all levels and for all ages. In PE, pupils
develop skills in various activities.
We want pupils to have a passion for physical activity so they participate in physical activity long after leaving
Freemen’s. Around 90% of all pupils played in formalised fixtures in 2019-2020, including 100% of Junior School pupils.
The vast majority of our pupils are physically active three or more times a week and every pupil in the School is
physically active at least once a week.
The main sports are rugby and cricket for boys and hockey and tennis for girls. Some sport squads will take place after
school and they will also have the opportunity of taking part in fixtures. Cross Country, athletics, squash and fencing
are also available and also a Boys’ Tennis Club is open to all boys from Year 5 to Year 13. We have also started to
introduce other sports such as girls’ cricket and football and boys hockey.
WHAT TRIPS AND VISITS ARE THERE FOR THE CHILDREN IN YEAR 9?
The pupils’ learning experience is enhanced by our Enrichment afternoon and our programme of educational trips and
visits that tie in with topics they are studying in their academic subjects. Sommes trip for History and PGL at the start
of the year.
ARE THE CHILDREN STREAMED IN ANY SUBJECTS IN YEAR 9?
In Year 9, there is setting in Mathematics, French and Science. Setting continues in the core GCSE subjects throughout
Lower and Upper 5 but it should be emphasised that by attending Freemen’s the great majority of pupils achieve ten
good GCSE grades whatever set they are placed in (pupils are not in sets for Humanities).
WHAT TIME DOES THE SCHOOL DAY START AND FINISH AND IS THERE A HOMEWORK CLUB?
The School day commences at 8.30am with Registration between 8.35am to 8.45am. Children are permitted to arrive
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at School anytime from 8.00am. The School day ends at 4.00pm and later at approximately 5.30pm if the children
have a sports squad. There is a homework club available in the Senior ICT Suite in the Haywood Centre until 6.00pm
for a nominal charge of £2.00 per hour. Children can bring a snack with them to eat in homework club or there are
snacks available for a small fee. These fees are charged to your child’s School account.
WHAT CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES ARE THERE?
There are lots of different clubs and activities for all year groups in the Senior School. Some are during the day during
the lunchtime break, with a few available after school.
DO YOU OFFER INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS?
The ability to play a musical instrument is particularly encouraged within the School as it can be one of the most
rewarding studies with which a child can enrich their school career. There is increasing evidence to suggest that
children learning an instrument perform better in academic subjects. Learning an instrument allows pupils to express
themselves and grow in self-confidence whilst developing other skills such as hand and eye co-ordination, spatial and
social skills, and self-reliance.
Instruction is given on an individual basis by a group of 18 qualified, specialist teachers who are all experts in their
own particular field. All instrumental lessons take place during academic lessons, lunch and break periods, working on
a system of rotation. Only members of the Sixth Form have lessons fixed in free periods.
Lessons can be booked through our Music School directly by emailing the Music Administrator at:
samantha.grover@freemens.org. If your child has never played a musical instrument before, during the early part of
the autumn term, pupils are encouraged to attend an instrumental fair hosted by the music school, to try out some
musical instruments. Music is of course part of every child’s curriculum up until the end of Year 9.
ARE THERE ANY SCHOOL CHOIRS AND MUSIC BANDS OR ORCHESTRAS?
The main Senior Choir, Camerata regularly performs major choral works while Polyphony sings madrigals, anthems
and choral music of a smaller scale. The repertoire of the Senior Orchestra ranges from symphonies by Haydn and
Beethoven, to pieces as varied as the Film Music by James Horner and Frank Sinatra Medleys. Advanced pupils in the
Sixth Form are frequently invited to play major concertos with the Senior Orchestra. For further details please refer to
the Music pages of our website.
WHAT DRAMA OPPORTUNITIES ARE THERE?
All courses are taught by Drama specialists and the department also has a full time theatre technician, allowing us to
teach to the highest technical standards - including tuition in the latest computer aided lighting design software.
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The department has a national and international reputation for the standard of the work produced at the School.
This has meant that in addition to nine Edinburgh Fringe Festival productions over the last 12 years we have also been
invited to create bespoke pieces of theatre for the international symposium of the Consumer Goods Forum;
performing to over 1500 Chief Executives of the international retail industry at the QEII Centre and also for Barilla’s
conference on ‘Food in a Sustainable Future’ in Milan in 2010. In recent years, we have won awards for best
performance at the Leatherhead theatre, for our original production of Persephone, and continue to engage with
outreach by linking with other schools and industry.
A Senior School show takes places each year, whether this be a play or musical and pupils are encouraged to
audition. There are also House drama competitions and year group plays to get involved with. Students are
encouraged to write, perform, direct and support all aspects of theatre and all interests are nurtured by subject
specialists in this area. In December 2019, ‘Oliver’ was performed by our students at the Leatherhead Theatre.
This was a huge success. We are currently looking ahead at our next Senior play, which we hope will be a sensational
promenade performance of Jim Cartwright’s Road.
HOW MANY NEW CHILDREN JOIN YEAR 9 AND HOW DO YOU INTEGRATE THEM?
We welcome about 20 new children into Year 9 each year and we begin integrating the children into the Freemen’s
community during the months before they start at the School. We carefully select a buddy for each new pupil, based
on the interests they revealed during their interview with us on assessment day. Buddies will be selected on the basis
that they have similar interests so that they will have something in common with each other.
A buddy profile will be sent to each new pupil where the introducing themselves, welcoming them and telling them
about their hobbies and interests. With the permission of both parents, we encourage them to become e-pals, where
they can begin communicating with each other by email during the summer term. This has proved to be very
successful and in some cases, children have met over the summer holidays and got to know each other a little better.
Our parent association, the FSA, usually organise a picnic at school for Year 9 parents and children, at the same time
the children attend for pre-season sport at the end of the summer holidays.
Our current pupils make the transition from Year 8 in the Junior school, to Year 9 in our Senior School, so to a certain
extent there will be a few first days nerves for everyone. Our current students are all mixed up once again in their
form classes when they start back at the beginning of term, and all new pupils are equally split across the small form
classes. Their buddies will be in their class and will help them to settle into life at Freemen’s. Within a few days of the
autumn term, the whole of Year 9 will head to a PGL centre for a team-building weekend.
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HOW ARE THE PUPILS LOOKED AFTER PASTORALLY?
In the Senior School there is an air of purpose, and a warm relationship between the children and adults. There is a
harmonious atmosphere that feeds into our belief that if children are happy and confident, they will learn happily and
confidently, and ultimately make a success of themselves and develop into a fully-rounded person.
The wellbeing of all our pupils at Freemen’s is paramount. We encourage an open dialogue between parents and the
school. If there were ever any worries or concerns, no matter how small they may appear to be, we would encourage
parents to talk to us so that we can assist in any way possible. Pupils should also feel that they can approach any of the
teaching staff if they have a problem, and their Form tutor is always on hand to listen and offer guidance and support.
Common peer group pressures are discussed in PSHE lessons and assemblies where children are able explore and
contemplate various outcomes of life choices and appropriate guidance can be given.
The wellbeing of our young emerging adults feeling supported in their smaller and more intimate house-based tutor
groups (normally 11-12 pupils) for their registration and PSHE classes. In these classes, various issues can be discussed
more openly and comfortably. Both the Form Tutor and a pupil’s peers can give support and advice. There is also
a programme of speakers addressing the challenges of growing up. In Enrichment they also study a wellbeing
programme to support them, including emotional literacy, yoga, mindfulness and understanding anxiety.
WHAT SUPPORT CAN BE OFFERED TO A PUPIL IF NEEDED?
At Freemen’s, our aim is to promote the well-being and learning potential of every pupil. We recognise that children
learn at different rates and will have individual needs and the Learning Support Department offers support to develop
student’s skills in order for them to learn effectively. The Department works with students, parents and members of
staff to ensure we provide the best learning environment possible.
Support is offered for pupils after consultation with parents and members of the teaching and pastoral staff.
The support is offered in an unobtrusive way to help pupils address any areas of challenge they face. The Learning
Support Department offers support for developing good study habits including:
•
•
•

Essay planning and writing skills
Proof-reading skills
Comprehension

•
•
•

Organisation
Memory skills
Identification of learning styles

•
•
•

Revision skills
Exam preparation
Managing exam anxiety

A full version of the SEND Policy is available on request.
Our Learning Support Coordinator (Junior School): Ms Fiona Moncur
Our Learning Support Coordinator (Senior School): Mr Andrew Illingworth
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WHAT ARE THE GCSE AND A LEVEL RESULTS FOR THE LAST FEW YEARS?
All results can be found on the website at www.freemens.org/examresults
Destinations of our students can be found at www.freemens.org/destinations
WHO DO I CONTACT IF I HAVE ANY MORE QUESTIONS?
The Admissions Team will be happy to answer any further questions, you may have. You can call us on 01372 822 423
or email admissions@freemens.org
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