Year 7 FAQs
HOW WILL THE PLANNED BUILDING WORKS IMPACT PUPILS?
There should be very little impact for pupils. Each stage of the remaining building work is phased, so that disruption
is reduced to a minimum. Main House is now closed off while work is being carried out, so that it is not accessible by
students. The School runs as normal. The only real difference is that students eat lunch in the dining room opposite
the Junior School.
WHAT DOES A TYPICAL TIMETABLE LOOK LIKE FOR CHILDREN IN YEAR 7 AND WHAT SUBJECTS ARE TAUGHT?
Year 7 is a demanding step up from the form teacher-led atmosphere of Key Stage 2. Pupils continue to be guided
pastorally by a form teacher but are taught by subject specialists, most of whom also teach in the Senior School.
Many lessons take place in the Junior School form rooms but pupils also have use of our specialist areas (e.g. Science,
Art, Design and Technology) and will therefore be moving around the Senior School facilities a great deal.
Consequently self-discipline, self-motivation and a high degree of organisation are encouraged. Pupils experience
a broad, balanced and challenging curriculum so that every child is motivated to reach his or her potential and
these include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

English
Mathematics
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Information Communication
Technology

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Geography
History
Modern Foreign Language
Latin
Religious Education
Art, Design and Technology
Food Technology

•
•
•
•

Music
Drama
PE
PSHE

Pupils continue to learn a Modern Foreign Language of their choice (French, German or Spanish) and also begin to
study Latin. We are exploring the possibility of other languages such as Mandarin.
WHAT ARE THE CLASS SIZES AND HOW LARGE IS THE YEAR GROUP?
The class sizes on average are 20 - 22 children per class. There are 4 classes in Year 7 taking the year group to a total
of 80 - 88 pupils. When the children move to the Senior School in Year 9, a further class of 20 is added bringing the
total to 100 - 110 pupils in the year. There is an approximate 50/50 gender split across the classes and the year group
as a whole.
WHICH SCHOOLS DO PUPILS COME FROM WHEN THEY JOIN FREEMEN’S?
Our pupils join us from a large selection of schools, some more locally and some from further afield. A child’s current
school has no bearing on their application and places are offered purely on merit. Approximately one-third of children
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will come via the Maintained Sector route and the remaining two-thirds from the Independent Sector. These figures
are true across all year groups in the Junior and Senior School.
WHAT SPORTS ARE TAUGHT TO CHILDREN IN YEAR 7?
In PE, pupils develop skills in activities including gymnastics, football, athletics, swimming, rounders, basketball or
netball. The main sports are rugby and cricket for boys, and hockey, netball, cricket and tennis for girls. Some sport
squads will take place after School and pupils will also have the opportunity of taking part in fixtures. The Director
of Sport is expanding the diversity of sports on offer to both boys and girls, such as girls’ football and cricket, and
boys’ hockey.
We want pupils to be physically active for life. Every pupil in the school is physically active at least twice a week, either
through the Games or PE programme. 99% of Junior School pupils and 72% of Senior School pupils represent the
school in formalised fixtures.
WHAT TRIPS AND VISITS ARE THERE FOR THE CHILDREN IN YEAR 7?
The pupils’ learning experience is enhanced by our Enrichment afternoon and our programme of educational trips and
visits. These include visits to Eastbourne for fossil hunting (Geography), Marwell Zoo (Biology), and many more.
ARE THE CHILDREN PUT INTO SETS IN ANY SUBJECTS IN YEAR 7?
Children are put into Maths sets in Year 7. All pupils will cover the same curriculum but will be taught at a pace suited
to them. Those that need any additional support or extension will be supported accordingly.
WHAT TIME DOES THE SCHOOL DAY START AND FINISH AND IS THERE A HOMEWORK CLUB?
The School day commences at 8.30am with Registration between 8.35am to 8.45am. Children are permitted to arrive
at School anytime from 8.00am. The School day ends at 4.00pm and later at approximately 5.30pm if the children
have a sports squad or activity. There is a homework club available in the Haywood Centre until 6.00pm for a nominal
charge. Children can bring a snack with them to eat in homework club or there are snacks available for a small fee.
These fees are charged to your child’s School account.
WHAT CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES ARE THERE?
There are lots of different clubs and activities for all year groups in the Junior School. They are predominantly during
the day during the lunchtime break, with a few available after School.
DO YOU OFFER INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS?
The ability to play a musical instrument is particularly encouraged within the School. Although never easy, it can be
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one of the most rewarding studies with which a pupil can enrich their School career. Learning an instrument allows
pupils to express themselves and grow in self-confidence whilst developing other skills such as hand and eye
co-ordination, spatial and social skills, and self-reliance.
Instruction is given on an individual basis by a group of 18 qualified, specialist teachers who are all experts in their
own particular field. All instrumental lessons take place during academic lessons, lunch and break periods, working
on a system of rotation. Only members of the Sixth Form have lessons fixed in free periods. Lessons can be booked
through our Music School directly. If your child has never played a musical instrument before, during the early part of
the autumn term, pupils are encouraged to attend an instrumental fair hosted in the music school, to try out some
musical instruments. Music is of course part of every child’s curriculum up until the end of Year 9.
ARE THERE ANY SCHOOL CHOIRS AND MUSIC BANDS / ORCHESTRAS?
• Jubilee Choir - for children in Years 3 and 4.
• U2 and L3 Choir - for children in Years 5 and 6.
• U3 and L4 Choir - for children in Years 7 and 8.
There are various instrumental Ensembles for children including Strings Concert Orchestra, Brass and Wind.
For further details please refer to the Music pages of our website.
WHAT DRAMA OPPORTUNITIES ARE THERE?
The Junior School supports the development a child’s personal and academic growth at Freemen’s in and through
Drama. Within the Junior school, staff use drama embedded within lesson time, which offers learning opportunities
for pupils to nurture their own ideas around planning and creating. Drama is used to support and explore creativity,
imagination, confidence and language skills and in the Junior school we have confidence that when children engage in
these drama activities they become increasingly aware of the use of language, both socially and academically,
furthering their social and emotional development.
Over an academic year, pupils are able to get involved in a range of different activities surrounding drama and
performance. Pupils can enjoy drama as part of their enrichment afternoon, participating in workshops, which allow
them to nurture their dramatic form. They can also get involved in the Upper Junior School talent show each year,
which children can audition for and are encouraged to get creative with their acts.
In the summer of Year 7 we begin to formulate our annual contribution to the Shakespeare Schools’ Festival, which
performance takes place in the November of Year 8. Children audition for acting parts, but also volunteer to help with
backstage, costumes, make-up and marketing. Every child that wants to be involved can do so.
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HOW MANY NEW CHILDREN JOIN YEAR 7 AND HOW DO YOU INTEGRATE THEM?
We welcome around 30 new children into Year 7 each year and we begin integrating the children into the Freemen’s
community during the months before they start at the school. We carefully select a buddy for each new pupil, based
on the interests they revealed during their interview with us on assessment day. Buddies will be selected on the basis
that they have similar interests so that they will have something in common with each other.
A buddy profile will be sent to each new pupil through which they introduce themselves, welcoming them and telling
them about their hobbies and interests. With the permission of both parents, we encourage them to become e-pals,
so they can begin communicating with each other by email during the summer term. This has proved to be very
successful and, in some cases, children have met over the summer holidays and got to know each other a little better.
Towards the end of the summer term, we invite all of the new children to join the existing Freemen’s children for a
BBQ on induction day so that they can meet and chat informally.
Our parent association, the FSA, usually organises a picnic at School for Year 7 parents and children at the end of
the summer holidays. At about the same time the children attend Freemen’s for pre-season sport before term
officially starts.
Our current pupils, moving into Year 7, are all mixed up once again in their form classes when they start back at the
beginning of term, and all new pupils are equally split across the four Year 7 classes. Their buddies will be in their class
and will help them to settle into life at Freemen’s. Within a few days of the autumn term, the whole of Year 7 will head
to a local PGL centre for a team-building day.
AS THE PUPILS PROGRESS TO THE TOP OF THE JUNIOR SCHOOL, WHAT OPPORTUNITIES ARE THERE FOR
POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY?
Year 8 is the most senior year in the Junior School so pupils are keen to be selected as prefects and house captains.
The pupils are positive role models for the younger members of the Junior School, and they grow in confidence in
taking on responsibilities and being ambassadors for their School. Self-discipline, self-motivation and a high degree of
organisation are increasingly important. During Year 8, the pupils will spend an increasing amount of time in the
Senior School, which assists with a smooth transition into Year 9.
HOW ARE THE PUPILS LOOKED AFTER PASTORALLY?
In the Junior School there is an air of purpose, and a warm relationship between the children and adults. This is what
most strikes our visitors. It is this harmonious atmosphere that feeds into our belief that if children are happy and
confident, they will learn happily and confidently, and ultimately make a success of themselves and develop into a
fully-rounded person. The pupils in the Junior School are happy but they are also articulate, engaging, courteous,
caring individuals who are developing their self-confidence.
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The wellbeing of all our pupils at Freemen’s is paramount and the main ethos in the Junior School is ‘Kindness,
Honesty and Fun’. We encourage an open dialogue between parents and the school. If there were ever any worries or
concerns, no matter how small they may appear to be, we would encourage parents to talk to us so that we can assist
in any way possible.
Pupils should also feel that they can approach any of the teaching staff if they have a problem, and their Form tutor
is always on hand to listen and offer guidance and support. Furthermore the children are encouraged to talk to their
Head of Year, Chaplain, Counsellor, Nurses, 6th Form Perfects and Well Being Perfects. Common peer group pressures
are discussed in PSHE lessons and assemblies in which children are able explore and contemplate various outcomes of
life choices, and appropriate guidance can be given.
The wellbeing of our pupils continues wholeheartedly into the Senior School, where our young emerging adults move
into smaller and more intimate house-based tutor groups (normally 11-12 pupils) for registration and PSHE classes.
In these classes, various issues can be discussed more openly and comfortably. Both the Form Tutor and a pupil’s
peers can give support and advice. There is also a programme of speakers addressing the challenges of growing up.
WHAT ARE THE GCSE AND A LEVEL RESULTS FOR THE LAST FEW YEARS?
All results can be found on the website at www.freemens.org/examresults
Destinations of our students can be found at www.freemens.org/destinations
WHO DO I CONTACT IF I HAVE ANY MORE QUESTIONS?
Our Admissions Team will be happy to answer any further questions, you may have. You can call us on 01372 822423
or email admissions@freemens.org
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