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Was this going to be Gresham’s year
to win back the Kemp House shield?
We definitely hoped so and buoyed by
an enthusiastic intake of new Form 1,
Gresham set out to show we were a
force to be reckoned with and our
third place last year was just a
temporary blip!

The Upper Juniors started the year in
brilliant form, with the Hockey A team
gaining first place and the B team being
worthy runners up, just losing out to
Whittington. Not to be out done the boys
proved their worth in House Rugby with the
A team coming second with the B team
worthy winners. The Upper Junior boys kept
up the momentum in the Cross Country,
with the team comprising all Upper 3 and
Lower 4 boys coming first. In their Cross
Country events, the Form 1 and Middle Junior
boys both came second, with the Lower 2
boys unfortunately coming third. Once again
Gresham triumphed in House Art gaining
an impressive first place. This year the theme
was ‘The Wonderful World of Wildlife’ and
even before judging started Gresham was
in the lead with a total of 93 entries. After
judging, Gresham was given a total of 11 first
place winners out of the 15 categories, four
second places and four thirds. In the Upper
2/Lower 3 Computer Graphics category
Gresham swept the board with Jamie Wilks
being awarded third, David Lingard second
and for the third year in a row, Sarah Spice
gaining first place. Special mention must
also be given to the two overall individual
winners. Evelyn Frewin was second in the
whole competition having gained first
placing in the Form 1/Lower 2 Illustrated
Poem category and Zoe Lowrey was awarded
first place overall having won the Upper 3/
Lower 4 Computer Graphics section. The total
points awarded being Hale 100, Whittington
105 and Gresham 147 (proving Gresham
are an artistic and creative bunch!). The term
ended with the calculation of merits and
distinctions; unfortunately Gresham came
third. All was not lost however, as in final
assembly Gresham was announced first in the
Kemp House shield! HOORAY! Could we
keep up this winning streak over the
following two terms and end the year
victorious?

The Spring Term started with more success.
The Upper 2 and Lower 3 girls’ Hockey
teams won their tournaments, and the Form

1 and Lower 2 girls reciprocated by winning
their Gymnastics competitions. Again, in a
new competition to be awarded points this
year, both the Form 1 and Lower 2 girls
teams won their Cross Country, with the
Middle Junior girls coming second and the
Upper Juniors coming third. Then came the
swimming. Gresham is not renowned for
their prowess in the water and once again
this was proved. Somehow Gresham
managed to win two of the eight swimming
events with the Lower 2 girls and the Middle
Junior boys both coming first. Unfortunately
all that water dampened Gresham’s spirits
so on their return to the rugby pitches we
were not at full fitness, still being a bit water
logged. The Lower 2 boys managed second
place, with the boys in Form 1, Upper 2 and
Lower 3 all coming in third. Third place was
all Gresham could manage as well in House
Music despite some excellent entries
particularly from the Carr, Trubshaw, Elstub
and Dunne families. Yoo–Eun An was
awarded the Purcell Cup for most
promising pianist and the Thorne Cup for
most promising Upper Junior, whilst Emily
Trubshaw gained the Walton Cup for most
promising Lower Junior for her wonderful
rendition of Beautiful Tonight. Just as the
term started, it also ended on a high with
Gresham awarded maximum points for
merits and distinctions, but this was not
enough to retain our top spot for the Kemp
House shield. We slipped to second,
however Whittington was only two and a
half points above us. We still had
everything to play for.

Unfortunately in the 20 events that made
up the Summer Term, Gresham only came
outright first in four of them. These were
Middle Junior girls’ Tennis, Upper Junior
boys’ B Cricket, Form 1 girls’ Athletics and
Lower 2 girls’ Rounders. We also managed
three joint firsts – in the Form 1 and Lower
2 Cricket the result was a three way tie, we
came joint first with Whittington in the
Middle Junior boys’ A and B Cricket
combined and joint first with Hale in the
Lower 2 boys’ Athletics. Cricket was
definitely our strong point in the term with
the Upper Junior boys A team just losing
out to Hale preventing us from a clean
sweep of firsts in Cricket. This year when
we had so much to play for, our Athletics,
despite normally being a strength,
practically matched our swimming
success. The Middle Juniors and the Upper
Junior girls were placed third overall, with
the Upper Junior boys coming second despite

some fantastic track events, particularly
from John Morrison, Ben Windle and James
Dakin gaining a 1,2,3 in the 1500m, followed
by Michael Trubshaw in fourth. The Form 1
boys and the Lower 2 girls also managed to
finish second overall. The other two main
events of the term were House Chef and
House General Knowledge where again
Gresham was the worthy second place
winner. Unfortunately the third places
awarded in the Upper Junior girls’ A and B
Tennis and Form 1 Rounders saw our overall
point tally drop again which was not helped
by the fact that following the calculation of
merits and distinctions Gresham once more
lost out to the other two houses. It was not
surprising that the term total showed
Gresham in third place, however adding
this to our Autumn first place total and our
Spring second place, when the Kemp House
shield result was announced Gresham
were worthy runners up, losing out to
Whittington who retained the shield.

“Once again 
Gresham triumphed

in House Art gaining
an impressive 
first place.”

So it was not our year to win back the Kemp
House shield, but the results show we are
certainly on the up so who knows what next
year will bring? Well done to all the Captains
and Gresham members for a fantastic year
and keep up the hard work! We will be the
champions once again, bring on 2010/ 11!

Mrs Catherine Williams

Gresham
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A huge thank you should go to those who
have made this year in Gresham so
enjoyable with their enthusiasm and
commitment. Faced with the task of
recounting the many successes throughout
the year leaves us unsure where to begin!

The year began in style with the Winter House
Sports. Under the formidable eye of James
Frewin, a fencer of international renown,
the fencing team scored a glorious first.
Meanwhile, Gresham’s boys’ squash team
left both Hale and Whittington far behind
and confused, an effort spectacularly repeated
with a similar victory for the basketball team.

The Lower 5 Rugby team won by one point,
and Upper 4 were unlucky not to win their
section with a great captain in Michael Harvey
and an impressive try scorer in Tai Bucks.

Later in the term the Senior Rugby team also
fielded a strong effort, and Mike Rees’ three
tries had Mrs Mitchell excitedly waving from
the touchline. They were unlucky to come
third, as were the Senior Hockey players
who achieved a draw with eventual winners,
Whittington, after a great goal by Hannah
Davies. The game against Hale was decided
by a penalty flick in the final moments,
sadly leaving no time for recovery.

Dramatic skills flourish in Gresham,
epitomised in the apparently endlessly-
talented Ellen Timothy’s own piece of
writing January to December for House
Drama. While all Gresham thespians put in
a great effort, Jason Porter’s recitation of
Shakespeare’s Sonnet 308 was particularly
moving. Overall Gresham came third.

The Debating teams argued well in some
contentious motions, persuasively perorating
on, for instance, polygamy, history-denial,
and the relative merits (and demerits…) of X-
Factor. Gresham came second in this new
and demanding competition and are
looking to the future for greater success.

Moving from the stage’s spotlight to the
starter’s pistol, we can proudly report that
the three top positions in the Intermediate
Cross Country were secured by Gresham’s
Sam Eglen, Alex Culhane, and Dominic
Holm-Kander, while Will Simpson put in an
excellent performance for the Seniors,
grabbing a strong second place. Gresham is
particularly grateful to Jake Wilkinson who
stepped in at the last moment to complete
the Senior team of six runners.

At the end of the Autumn Term Gresham
knew that it was going to be a tough year
with both Hale and Whittington ahead in
points for the Shield.

As winter gave way to spring it was the girls’
turn to experience the ‘loneliness of the long

distance runner’. This was a new
competition, eagerly awaited by some but
dreaded by others. In the Inter race Jessica
Filby came first and Louise Bluck third, and
hopefully these stars will, in future, help
strengthen the Senior team which found it
much more difficult to complete the course
in frontline positions.

Next, the House Swimming Gala took place.
The Intermediate team fought against some
tough opposition in the pool, with Hugh
Ward, Hugo Solway and Laura Douglas
coming first in their events. Similarly the
Seniors showed great spirit and courage,
achieving first place in both the girls’ and
boys’ backstroke relays and in the boys’
medley relay. Despite heroic efforts by
Masayuki Takii we didn’t win overall, but
neither did we lose, so the chase was on to
catch Hale if nothing else. And watching
Masayuki win both the Tyrell and
Brookhouse Cups for individual swimmers
made us realise what super athletes Gresham
does have amongst its many members.

The House music captains – Ellen Timothy,
Becky Johns, Tom Queen and Angel Lau –
then put in a remarkable effort in organising
and motivating the hordes of eager, and not
so eager, Gresham musicians. Sitting here,
with Mrs Mitchell’s excited annotations on
the programme in front of us, we can see just
how talented the House really is: the verdicts
are uniformly flattering, ranging from
‘smashing’ to ‘loved this tremendously’ and
‘exquisite and brilliant’. It was great fun to
watch, and clearly stirred a residual yearning
for all things green in the judge. We both very
much enjoyed singing in the choir, which
produced an energetic rendition of Michael
Jackson’s Man in the Mirror. We should, of
course, mention the slick performance of the
Gresham House Band (with an impromptu
drumstick-throwing act that astonished
everyone), which was met with universal
approval. The star of Gresham’s concert was
undoubtedly Ellen Timothy who won the
coveted Henderson Cup for best string
player with a difficult piece of Bartok. She
also won the Dowland Cup for her singing of
Mozart’s Voi Che Sapete – a truly remarkable
achievement. Eventually, Whittington won
the concert competition, but Gresham had
its revenge when the dedication of he
House music captains was rewarded by a
first place in the auditions section.

We entered the final term with enough
points to have overtaken Hale. Swinging

and slicing into action, the tennis team,
under the stewardship of Olivia Tomaselli
and Kerri-Lee Botha, achieved second place
in the Seniors and equal first in the
Intermediates, an event which took place in
the heat of Prize Day. An equally solid
performance, gaining two second places and
a tight three-way-tie, characterised our three
cricket teams this summer, headed by Peter
Hyams and Jonathan Lewis-Oliver.

Elsewhere, Gresham proved that within its
ranks it had the premier athletes in almost
every category: victors and victrixes
abounded, whilst we came a dramatic first in
Intermediate girls. We saw many excellent
performances throughout Sports Day, and
special mention must go to Philippa Nicholls,
Hannah Davies, and Steven Pilley who all,
incredibly, won three individual events. Also
Jessica Filby set a new record time in the 800
metres. Mention also should be made of the
Intermediate girls’ relay team, who came a
strong first, gaining 12 points, by completing
the circuit of the track in 56 seconds. This
helped to erase the memory of the dropped
batons in some of the other relays!

The year of competitions was rounded off
by House Chef on Prize Day. The aroma
from the Food Technology lab was most
alluring and the Victoria sponges that the
Upper 4 to Lower 6 had baked cried out to
be tested and tasted to destruction. Alice
Pinhey came second and Louise Bluck
third. However, the judge decided that
overall Gresham’s cooking skills were not
quite as good as our sporting talents and
we had to be satisfied with third.

The year ended with Gresham thrashing
Hale in the Cock House Shield, but we were
unable to prevent a Whittington triumph. That
leaves a target for next year and we know that
Gresham will rise to the challenge and give
of its best!

It has been a fun year for Gresham, and we
both feel very privileged to have had the
chance to lead such a great House under
the strong headship of Mrs Mitchell. Her
enthusiastic dedication is contagious, and
her Friday morning exhortations leave
every Gresham member either eagerly
competing or foraging for socks. (Apologies
if this seems totally incomprehensible to
non-Greshamites). We would like to take
this opportunity to wish Tessa Abbott and
James Frewin good luck for next year, and
are absolutely certain they will enjoy the
roles just as much as we have.

Jo Laverock and Patrick Kennedy
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In the Autumn Term Upper 3 and
Lower 4 had House Rugby and
Hockey. The boys won their
competition. In the match against
Whittington they won with tries
from Ben Lumsden, James Howard,
Edward Stringer and George Meek.

There was excellent defence from Edward
Jenner and Jonny Rutherford and great play
by the forwards to help us win. The second
match against Gresham was another great
victory and they were a tough team to beat.
Well done to Chris Walton and James
Howard who scored in the second half and
all players defended well.

“Summer Term
was the best term

yet with eight
competition wins”

The hockey was a mixture of successes and
failures. There was good team work
throughout the match against Whittington
but it ended in a draw. Against Gresham, the
girls lost, but it was an intense game. Lily
Latimer-Smith, Emma-Louise Sheehan and
Emily Stewart did well trying to get the goals.

The Form 1 and Lower 2 boys did
fantastically well in the Cross Country with
both year groups gaining first places.
Unfortunately this could not be replicated
higher up the school and Hale looks
forward to seeing the Form 1 and Lower 2
boys progress. 

Hale still seems to struggle with their artistic
talents and unfortunately we ended up
third in House Art. However, we got a few
first places in the categories. Well done to
Abigail Jordan in the Illustrated Poem section
and Maisie Sareen in the Textiles who both
received first place. For quantity of merits
and distinctions, Hale came second.

Spring Term saw more first place positions:
congratulations to Form 1 and Lower 2 boys
Rugby. Form 1 and Lower 2 boys also won in
the swimming as well as the Upper Junior
girls. Lower 2 girls won the gymnastics with
Stephanie Symonds in second place and
Funmi Morgan first.

We drew with Whittington in the House
Music which showed a very good
standard. It was a very close competition
with Whittington. Unfortunately, in the
merits and distinctions total we dropped
into third place and were also third overall
in the Kemp House competition but still in
with a chance to gain second place.

Summer Term was the best yet with eight
competition wins. These were in the Upper
Junior girls’ A and B Tennis, Form 1 and
Lower 2 boys’ cricket, and Upper Junior
boys’ cricket. In the Athletics competitions
Form 1 and Lower 2 boys, and Lower 2
girls all came first and Hale won the House
Chef Competition.

Unfortunately, even though we managed to
get second place for the merit and distinction
totals we could not pull out of third place
overall for the Kemp House shield.

A specific thank you should go to the
Captains who worked very hard over the
year to ensure teams were organised and
everybody was encouraged to participate
and represent Hale. Particular
congratulations should go to the Form 1
and Lower 2 classes who had an
outstanding number of wins this year.

Thank you to all pupils of Hale who have
been so enthusiastic and willing to help
and take part in all the events. I look

forward to all of the results and hopefully
more first places and winning the
individual competition shields next year.

Miss Nicky Chambers

SENIORS

It has been a privilege to lead such a
dynamic, interesting and spirited house. I
still believe we are the best house in the
school (we are certainly the most spirited),
even if the statistics say otherwise. I
personally care not for statistics; I dropped
Maths at GCSE, which is why I will try my
best to look at Hale’s achievements this
year in a qualitative fashion.

Hale got off to a respectable start at the
Winter Sports day. This included Hockey,
Rugby and Minor Sports. Upper 4 Hockey
set the standard by coming first, while Lower
5 came third, robbed of victory by
Whittington. Sadly, in Rugby we were not
so lucky. Upper 4 came third, while Lower
5 managed second. Despite all of this, Hale
shone in the Minor Sports. The girls
managed to gain first place, while the boys
attained joint first with Gresham.
Particularly impressive were the boys’
basketball and badminton performances.
The basketball players won in a most
impressive display, while the badminton
boys battled against the clock to first.

The next big events were Senior Rugby and
Senior Hockey, which have always been
popular and highly coveted by the houses.
The support for Hale, as always, was
fantastic, and both teams attained second
place in a series of tough matches. Hale
were favourites to win the Rugby but with
key players such as Alex Wright, Jonny
Woodley, Ollie Mays and Joe Roberts
missing due to injury, the games didn’t
quite go our way. 

Towards the end of the term, only Cross
Country, Debating, and for the first time
House Drama remained. Cross Country saw
a reprise of Ollie Garrod, who once again
blasted the opposition by achieving first place
and beating a school record. Unfortunately
he also left the rest of the Hale team in his
wake, and due to a large number of
Gresham and Whittington competitors in
the top 10, Hale came third. The Upper 4
and Lower 5 boys also came third.

By comparison, the inaugural House Drama
competition brought the best out of our
talent. Led by Ollie Hampden, and
featuring fantastic performances we came
joint first with Whittington. Significantly,
the Best Actors awards all went to Hale,
Ollie Hampden winning the boys prize

Hale
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and Millie Chapman and Maddy Dempsey
sharing the girls’ award. A great way for
Hale to open a new competition I believe.
Debating too was a fantastic triumph as we
achieved joint first with Whittington. My
thanks go to all the debaters, particularly
Laura Grayling and Hattie Rainbow who
won the senior competition, and the ever-
eloquent Harry Househam. Hale ended the
term in second.

At the start of the Spring Term Hale were
thirsty for competition. It opened with the
girls’ Cross Country, and despite the best
efforts of the competitors, Upper 4 and
Lower 5 came third, as did the Sixth Form
team (even though a fantastic first place
was attained by Abi Bender as well as a
new record). Next came Swimming.
Poolside support was raucous, and the
swimmers gave it their best shot. However,
fierce competition meant that the Upper 4
and Lower 5 girls and the Sixth Form
mixed team came third, while the Upper 4
and Lower 5 boys came second.

The amount of planning, preparation and
work for House Music required from
performers, supporters and captains is
astronomical. Auditions cards were sent out,
and auditions followed. Unfortunately, our
tactic of prioritising quantity did not pay off,
as the Music Department only selected the
highest standard of performers as point
winners. I was certain that we could give
the other houses a run for their money.
Rebecca Baker, whose remarkable talents
had for so long been inaccessible to the
Senior School, was finally able to perform in
the final concert on Violin and Piano. She
was joined by another of our new Upper 4
young-guns, Tim Peters – our first hope in
a long time of stealing the Brass Soloist
award from Whittington. James Mady
came back with some inspired
contemporary piano, and together he and
Dan Sperrin on saxophone were set to
sweep the award for Best Duet once again.
Kate MacLeod returned to deliver top class

vocal performances, and the ever-spirited
Hale Choir returned with a performance of
the Journey song Don’t Stop Believing. How
could we possibly be outdone?

I was shocked to learn that many of our
performers had been overlooked in the
concert. While Tim Peters had plucked
Best Brass Soloist, and James and Dan had
once again stormed the Duet award, the
majority of the concert seemed to have
been a Whittington field-day. My
congratulations go out to Hannah Sareen for
undertaking the mammoth task of our
House Music efforts this year.

Summer Term came, and while the result
looked pretty much secured, Hale were
ready as ever for a good closing round to
the competition. It opened with House
Cricket and House Tennis. Regrettably,
these were not as successful as we would
have hoped. While the Upper 4 and Lower
5 Cricket Bs managed to draw with the
other two houses, both the As  and the Sixth
Form team came third. The Upper 4 and
Lower 5 girls both came third, while the
two Sixth Form teams managed second
and third place (A and Bs respectively).

As with all the terms, there was one grand
event, and this time it was athletics day. As
usual, Hale turned out to support! Some
notable performances emerged, including
Ollie Garrod once again displaying his long-
distance prowess by winning both the 800m
and the 1500m. Two other Ollies did well
too: Mays won the shot and discus and
Crabtree won the hurdles. Ed Hodgson
predictably won the high jump and Abi
Bender stormed to victory in the 800m.
Unfortunately we could not gain enough
podium positions to gain a great deal of
points, and while Senior boys managed to
come second, Senior girls and Upper 4 and
Lower 5 boys and girls came third.

Finally, another inaugural competition
emerged in the form of House Chef. Open
to all areas of the Senior School, it proved
to be an intriguing closing competition.
Hale came first, proving once again that we
are the masters of performance in the face
of unknown odds. Unfortunately it was
not enough to boost our score for the year,
and we came to the end of the Summer
Term in third.

“I am sure that we
will stand every

chance of winning
the CHS next year”
I must apologise that I have been unable to
mention all the performers and competitors
as there are so many fine students in all fields
of the Cock House Shield. We did not quite
make the cut this year, but we are a strong
house, with what I believe to be the
strongest house spirit. Because of this, I am
sure that we will stand every chance of
winning the CHS next year and the years
thereafter. I therefore wish Ollie Crabtree
and Hannah Kent all the very best as
House Captains. They are both very
supportive, committed Hale-ites, and I am
sure that they will deliver the goods
needed to achieve what Hale deserves.

Lastly, my thanks go out to all the students
and staff in Hale for their commitment,
support and fine spirit; Millie Chapman
for her much needed assistance over the
year; and Mr Knowles who, as ever, is the
best Head of House anyone could ask for!
His enthusiasm alone is worth the Cock
House Shield, and I am sure that he will
command the respect of Hale for years to
come, and win it back some time soon.

              Sam Matthey

“At the start of the Spring term 
Hale were thirsty for competition”
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It has again been a pleasure to work
with Whittington’s Junior pupils
during the year. They continue to
astound me with their willingness and
enthusiasm to participate in a wide
range of activities, sometimes stepping
up to the breach in an activity that is
out of their comfort zone.

It is this commitment and dedication to
Whittington that is the secret to our success.
It was a great pleasure to see Whittington
receive the Kemp House Shield in the final
assembly of the Summer Term.

My thanks go to all of the House, Sports,
Arts and Music Captains who have
organised teams, cajoled children to put in
their entries and coached and cheered on
their teams.

We started off the year with the Upper
Junior girls taking to the Hockey field
where we came a commendable second in
the As and first in the Bs. The Upper
Junior boys then took to the Rugby pitch
and due to tough opposition came third in
both As and Bs. Thanks go to the Senior
School sports captains who helped coach
and prepare the teams. 

With mixed results in Hockey and Rugby,
we picked ourselves up and turned to
boys’ Cross Country. Form 1 performed
admirably in their first ever run, coming a
very close third. Lower 2 boys followed
with a second, Middle and Upper Juniors
then powered ahead coming first and
second respectively. Well done.

On the more creative side, we had a record
number of entries for House Art and took
second. Our major success of the term was
winning the merits and distinctions, proving
our all round hard work and determination
to achieve for the house. Well done to you all.

Spring Term saw the turn of the Middle
Junior Hockey and Rugby teams. In these
events the Upper 2 and Lower 3 boys took
first place. We also saw record numbers of
entries in House Music resulting in first
place. Well done to our musicians. 

The Form 1 and Lower 2 girls entered
House Gymnastics, gaining a second and
third respectively. Our swimmers then
took to the pool where we most notably
took first place in Middle Junior girls and
Upper Junior boys. Well done swimmers.

It was then the turn of the girls to put on
their running shoes, competing in the first
ever girls House Cross Country. 

“Our success
continues to go
from strength to

strength.
Whittington

members are true
optimists.”

Everyone from Form 1 to Lower 4 entered
and we came first in Middle and Upper
Junior events, second in Form 1 and third
in Lower 2. To round off the year, our most
notable performance was in House
Athletics where we were placed first in
Middle Junior girls and boys, and Upper
Junior girls and boys. Our Tennis girls
were placed a commendable second and
the Form 1 and Lower 2 boys both won
their cricket matches. 

In other areas we placed a commendable
third in House Chef, with record entries and
first in the General Knowledge quiz. We
topped off the year by winning the merits
and distinctions. Well done for keeping our
impressive record going through the
Summer Term.

As we look forward to next year, it would
be fair to say we have a lot to live up to.

Our success continues to go from strength
to strength. Whittington members are true
optimists. Well done and keep up the hard
work.

Mrs Janet Wilby

SENIORS

Stuart and I were looking forward to
working with our new energetic Head of
Whittington, Mr Bramhall. After winning
the Cock House Shield last year we all had
a lot to live up to but Whittington once
again did us proud – and by quite a large
margin. As well as the usual hotly
contested sports, music and debating,
House Drama was reintroduced and for the
first time the girls ran Cross Country
whilst House Chef counted towards the
Cock House Shield. These new events
meant that even more students had their
time to showcase their talents.

In the highly competitive matches of Hockey
and Rugby, both our Senior teams came
first. A special mention goes to the Upper 5
Rugby players who stepped up when
needed with nearly all Upper 6 members
crippled on the sidelines. A combination of
elusive running lines from our own snake
and direct tactics from an unlikely fly half
left Hale stunned despite having most of
the first team. The Minor Sports is always
filled with house spirit. To those who
reluctantly had their faces painted, after
being persuaded that it would make them
look scary, we apologise. Unfortunately, the
afternoon did not go our way with the
Senior girls coming last and the boys second.
The Debating, one of our newer competitions
was strongly fought by our teams including

Whittington
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Michael Dawes and Margaret Young but
regrettably they were beaten by Hale’s very
strong Team 1. In spite of the Autumn Term
being long, Whittington competed hard to
the end, especially in the Drama and Cross
Country competitions. Our drama students
led by a dedicated team of Lower 6 came
joint first with Hale after some original
pieces whilst the Senior Boys did us proud
in the Cross Country gaining six points and
first place. Special mention to James
MacDonald who finished third.

We started the Spring Term first in the Cock
House Shield but we knew that we needed
to work hard not to lose the lead. Our girls
did us proud in the Cross Country and got
a double win across the Intermediates and
Seniors. Special mention to Lauren Aitchison
who finished second in the Senior girls event.
We also had success in the House
Swimming, winning convincingly in every
category. Mr Bramhall celebrated in style
by taking a plunge into the pool, under his
own free will I might add. Natalie Richards
and George Seymour must be singled out for
particularly impressive performances. The
much awaited House Music arrived in
March and under the superb organisation
of Graeme Du Plessis, Elise Wilkinson and
Loretta Chan we came second in the

auditions and were awarded first in the
Finals Concert including the award for
Best Choir with our rendition of Run by
Leona Lewis. By the end of the term we
were comfortably 28 points ahead but we
were not giving up yet.

After having such a strong first two terms,
we were not going to be beaten to the shield
at the final hurdle which the boys proved by
winning both Senior and Intermediate
Cricket. Patrick Anderson achieved the
unthinkable against Gresham when both sets
of teams wanted him out after his
appallingly slow run rate. He even managed
to be told by Mr Stewart that he wouldn’t be
given out if he followed orders from the
pavilion and hit his own stumps on purpose.
The Athletics became an afternoon of
amazing house spirit with great efforts on
the stall as well as many ice lollies being
handed out to competitors despite it being
a typical British Summer afternoon. We once
again saw some outstanding individual
performances from the likes of Katelyn
Aitchison who received Vitrix Ludorum
and Natalie Smith, Amy Owens and
Hannah Anderson who all won their

individual events. Overall, we came first in
the Seniors and Intermediate boys and second
in the Intermediate girls. By this stage in the
competition we were strides ahead of the
other houses but not once did we lose our
ruthless spirit instilled into every Whittington
member by the House Captains which was
proved by the girls who competed in House
Tennis – the Senior As and Intermediate As
winning whilst the B teams came second
against some tough competition. Our final
event of the year was the House Chef and
after some close taste testing we came in
second. However, by this stage it was set in
stone, Whittington were the champions yet
again and they did us proud.

For both of us this has been a fantastic year
and we need to thank an amazing team of
Lower 6 for helping us with the organising
of events as well as say thank you for the
invaluable contributions made by other
members of Upper 6. All that is left for us
to say is the best of luck to Ben and Harriet
and good luck for the year ahead. You two
have a lot to live up to!

Claire McCarthy and Stuart Keenan


