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At Bignor Roman Villa I saw some
Roman coins, we spun sheep’s wool,
and took part in a quiz. We also
discovered how the Romans lived.
In the afternoon we crushed corn to
make flour. This was how the Romans
made their bread. We also used
Roman tiles to make our own mosaics.

I saw different artefacts including
mosaics. One mosaic was called the
Four Seasons. We also saw Roman
pots, coins, gods, sandstone and a
range of farm animals.

The best part of the day was doing
the quiz because I like remembering
things. I also enjoyed visiting the
shop. There were a number of Roman
items to buy.

Edward Sharpe

At the Villa I saw some old mosaics
which told various stories. We went to
a workshop and wrote on wax tablets.
We spun sheep’s wool and copied
Roman coins using crayons. Next we
crushed corn to make real flour. We
also looked at farmyard animals and
took part in an outdoor quiz. We
looked at where the Romans lived
and what they did. We had a picnic
lunch outside and then we went to
the gift shop.

I saw different artefacts including
mosaics, sheep, sandstone pots and
coins. The best part of the day was the
workshop. It was really fun because
we copied real Roman coins.

Sam Field

Form 1 Trip
to Bignor
Roman Villa
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Form 1 Trip to see The Snow Queen

Mrs Catherine Williams



Once again a fantastic time was had by Lower
2 when they camped out in the school
grounds for a night. They started the day
learning how to put up their tents under the
expert guidance of Mr Treloar. Once the tents
were erected, the children were treated to the
Form 1 play followed by a delicious lunch
and then it was time to settle in and play
camp games around the tents. An afternoon
of rounders and a fun swim followed which
was finished off with a delicious BBQ. In
the evening they all marched over to Mr
Rutherford’s house for an evening of Brownie
munching (kindly made by Mrs Rutherford),
camp fire songs, parachute games and an
enormous game of football. Once Mrs
Symonds’ felt the children were suitable
exhausted they did a blindfold hike through
the woods back to their tents. Once washed

and brushed for bed they all fell sweetly
asleep… Eventually!

The next day dawned in beautiful sunshine.
It was a day full of activities: shelter
building, catapult making and treasure
hunts. A picnic lunch was devoured in the
secret gardens at the bottom of the school
grounds. Once all the tents were taken down
and the last of the endless supply of cakes
were gobbled up, the children wearily
returned home, grubby but happy!

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Mr and Mrs Rutherford for their
fantastic hospitality and entertainment on
this and all the Big Camps that Lower 2
have embarked on over the years.

Mrs Vanessa Symonds
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On Monday 20th June Lower 2 went to Leeds
Castle. We were all very excited and travelled
there on a double decker coach! When we
arrived there was so much to do. There was a
big aviary, full of different kinds of birds, my
favourite was a parrot which kept flying
around the cage, shrieking and squawking.

We did a workshop about the Tudors. We
performed a little play, called Henry VIII
and his Six Wives. The teachers picked a
few children to play different parts in the
play. The lucky few who were chosen put on
the costume of the person the teachers said

they were and they acted out a play.
Luckily Catherine Howard and Anne Boleyn
didn’t have their heads chopped off!

We made clay model faces of Henry or one
of his wives, which we took back to school
to display.

After our picnic lunch, we charged into the
maze and ran a long way until we got lost.
We asked the others at the end of the maze to
help us get to the middle. When we reached
the end we went through the scary
underground grotto to get out.

We watched the falconry display where
eagles and owls swooped around our heads.
I found out about lots of fascinating
information about different birds that day,
it was very interesting. Then we had a tour
of the castle. It was amazing. One day I
hope to live there!

Overall, it was one of the best trips ever and
I hope to go back to Leeds Castle.

Sarah Irwin

Lower 2 Leeds Castle

Lower 2 Big Camp
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From the moment I arrived at
Gunnersbury Museum on 7th February,
amazing sights appeared in every
corner, from beautiful flowers to grand
country mansions and rivers everywhere!
This was an amazing experience and I
would like you to come back in time
with me as you read this article.

THE KITCHENS
We stepped onto Victorian soil, dressed in
rags. I felt like a Victorian maid on her visit
to learn what to do for a new job. We
walked past the park and rivers. I saw the
huge mansion, it was amazingly beautiful
and towering over me, as if I were an ant.

We walked through the hall accompanied
by Mrs Weller (the house keeper) to the
kitchens to learn our duties (such as
scrubbing the floor).

We learnt to light a fire by scraping flint
against iron to create a spark, making sure it
landed on some cotton. You could then light
a candle with it and use that as your main
source of fire. You would put the cotton out
by using a damper.

The next step in our Victorian training was
to learn how to beat carpets. We also had to
rub old tea leaves onto dark coloured
carpets. If the carpets were lightly coloured
you wouldn’t put tea leaves on because it
would just stain. Then you would beat it
even if you were particularly tired. We then
went through to the laundry room to learn
how to wash clothes. This must have been a
hard job because they had to rub goose fat
on their hands. Laundry maids would get
paid two pounds higher than all of the
other girls. They would first rinse the

clothes in warm water and bionic soap, and
then the clothes would be squeezed against
a bumpy surface. The next step was to
press the clothes through the rollers and
then iron them. At the end of our training
Ellie and James were employed!

THE SCHOOL
This part of our training was probably the
hardest because we weren’t allowed to smile,
talk unless spoken to, sit down unless told to,
lean on our desk or speak without standing
up, and we had to write with our left hand!

On the trip we had a few punishments,
Rueben and Robert got the cane. Evelyn and
Zoë got teased by the class and the teacher.
Rueben got the finger locks and Robert and
Simon got the straightener. Overall it was
a very good trip!

Katie Fraser Kerr

A Victorian day off!
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On 4th October Upper 2 went to Bough
Beech, the water treatment works and
reservoir. When we arrived the staff
explained about the reservoir and
treatment plant and why it was built there.

We were then split into three groups and my
group was shown a demonstration about
how much water a dripping tap can waste.
Afterwards we were each given a cup of
water that had just come fresh from the
treatment plant, it tasted really clean! We
were given a tour of the treatment area and
learnt about the eight processes the water
has to go through before it can be pumped
to our homes. After the tour we had lunch
and changed into our wellies. We took it in
turns to go through part of one of the pipes

that the water is pumped through and we
pumped water out of an old-fashioned
pump ourselves.

We then climbed the dam. At the top we
looked out and saw just how big the
reservoir was. It was 23m deep and the
dam was 1.3km (1300m) long! Then we
went across a bridge to the pump tower.
Halfway across we walked over the
overflow system. It was a giant funnel
which is used when the reservoir is too
full. It looked about 20 metres deep! After
that we continued across the bridge and
went inside the pump tower. There were
four massive orange pumps with numbers
on them. The numbers told you how deep
(in feet) the water was from where it was

being pumped. Then we went back across
the bridge and down the dam. At the
bottom we were led into a small building
that contained the entrance to a tunnel. We
went inside the tunnel which went through
the dam until we came to a round room
with a set of ladders leading upwards. We
were at the bottom of the pump tower!
There was also a set of “sample” taps which
were used for testing at what depth the
water was cleanest. We were told that the
black pipe coming from the top of the tower
contained all the water being pumped to
the treatment area.

When we arrived back at the treatment
room we had a quiz to see how well we’d
listened. It was a brilliant day!

Tom Hobbs

Upper 2 Trip to Bough Beech
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On 14th January all the boys in Upper 2
travelled to Cheshire for the annual Under 10
Rugby Tour. After a warm welcome at Terra
Nova Preparatory School the pupils went to
Jodrell Bank, an astro-physics centre attached
to Manchester University. Then there was
the serious business of their first game
against Terra Nova. Both A and B teams
played with passion and enthusiasm and
certainly entered into the tour spirit. Our A
IX won by four clear tries and the B team lost
by a try scored in the last play of the game.
These results didn't affect team relations as
both Freemen's and TN departed for Edgeley
Park to watch the Sale Sharks play Petrarca
from Italy in the Amlin Challenge Cup.

The next tour match was played at
Altrincham Kersal RFC against Altrincham

Preparatory School. Both the A and B teams
again played to their potential and physicality
made the difference with both teams
losing narrowly. After more presentations
and speeches, the boys were soon off to
Old Trafford football stadium, the home of
Manchester United where they toured the
stadium, walked down the tunnel, sat in
the dugouts and even the changing room.

On the final day of the tour pupils travelled
to Sandbach RUFC where the boys played
against their club team. In a physical and
intense game the A team drew 10-10 and the
B team lost. The games were watched by
players from Sale Sharks including Captain
James Gaskell, which certainly inspired
both sets of players. Following the game
Sandbach RUFC provided a meal and this

gave the opportunity for the Sale players to
answer questions pupils had about their
career, how they started in the game and
their experiences, which was invaluable.
Autographs followed and we then departed
for the 200 mile trip back to Ashtead Park.

All players conducted themselves in a mature
and organised manner and they are certainly
a great advert for the school. Hopefully
playing against different schools with
different styles of rugby will stand them in
good stead for their future rugby. I would
also like to thank Mr Gibson, Mr Davies
and gap student Mr Moon for their passion,
hard work and dedication before and
during the tour.

Mr Andrew Bird

Under 10s Rugby Tour



On Friday 10th June Lower 3 went to
Osmington Bay in Dorset. The journey
turned out to be quite fun as we all
watched Monster House the movie.
When we arrived we settled into our
rooms and took a tour around the site.
Our evening activity was Wacky Races
and we all embarrassed ourselves by
performing stupidly.

On Saturday we studied the River Wey from
the source all the way to the mouth. We
found out many different facts about rivers
by performing a range of experiments at
various points on the river, for example the
velocity with which the river flowed and
the sediment size of rocks on the river bed.

After our river studies there was time to do
one activity and my group’s task was to
complete Jacob’s Ladder. This is where logs
are suspended at various heights above the
ground and our job was to find a way to
climb to the top as a team. We did this by
pulling on different ropes and working
together to help pull each other up. I made
it to the top with the help of my friends.

We then went back to our rooms and got
changed into our evening activity clothes so
that we could play Capture The Flag. This
involved lots of running around and getting
generally over-excited. The aim was to
capture the flag from the opposing team
without getting caught.

On Sunday morning our activity was
orienteering. It was great fun despite the
bitter cold and pouring rain. Orienteering
is a challenging activity where you have to
direct yourself and the team around the
PGL site and locate different objects.

Our next activity was archery. I had never
done this before but the instructor taught us
well. She demonstrated how to fire an arrow
accurately and safely. We played a game
where you had to fire three arrows into three
different sections of the target. For every
different part we hit we were awarded a
knife, fork or spoon with which we had to
eat our lunch. Unfortunately I only managed
to get a fork and a knife but luckily it didn’t
stop me scoffing down my pudding. The
food throughout our stay was delicious.

After lunch was aeroball which is a mixture
of basketball, volleyball, and trampolining.
It was huge fun and our team won with a
score of 2000 points! Our last activity on
Sunday was rock climbing. We climbed
two separate walls which were both hard
and then had a timed climb at the end.

We had a disco on Sunday evening where we
all showed off our moves. After one and a
half hours of solid dancing we were all
shattered and ready for bed. As it was our
last night we tried to stay awake but failed
miserably and were all asleep by midnight.

We had two activities on the Monday (our
final day) which were abseiling and zip wire.
Abseiling was amazing and I had to go first
which was quite scary but definitely worth
it! I slipped, jumped and fell my way down.
Our last activity was zip wire. I enjoyed
the thrill of sliding down the long wire
whilst attached to a harness.

We climbed wearily onto our coach for our
return journey and set off back to school. I
really enjoyed Osmington Bay and I envy the
Upper 2s who have a great trip ahead of them.
Best moment? Definitely the boys showing
off their dance moves – they were hilarious.

Anna Whitworth

On Tuesday 10th May Lower 3 went to
Milestones Museum in Basingstoke as we
were studying Britain since 1930 in history.

Milestones is designed to look like the
streets of a 1930s town. We were given an
audio guide so we could find out about the
different places. We started with the sweet
shop. We listened to the audio guide tour
whilst staring in wonder at the glass jars
filled with delicious sweets including dolly
mixtures, jelly babies, and fruit pastilles.
The shop also sold many different
chocolates such as Cadburys and Frys.

After that we ventured into the bike shop,
where they sold many different types of
bikes. It was very interesting how the bikes
compare to those we have today. Afterwards
we went into the toy shop which showed
how toys have changed over the years.

Next we visited the gramophone shop and
the gas show room. It was very interesting
to see all the old records in the gramophone
shop and one of the first types of TVs!
The gas show room was fascinating too.

We finished the morning listening to a worker
called Maggie from a factory and going to a
place called Victoria Place. Maggie told us
about her life she had in the factory where
she made vehicles. She told us about the
vehicle that we were near and how she had
fixed the headlights. In Victoria Place there
was a band stand and various boxes which
had activities you could complete inside.

After lunch we headed over to the car show
room and the camera shop. The car show
room had two different old fashioned cars
inside and a glass case with various car
related objects. Outside there were two old
petrol pumps. The camera shop showed us
how cameras have developed over time.

We then looked inside the factory Maggie
worked in. We watched a short film, went
inside an Anderson shelter and then dressed
up in period costumes from the 1930s and
1940s. After that we had a quick look around
Collections Corner that showed lots of
different objects from the 1930s onwards,
before heading into Exhibition Court which

showed kitchens, dining rooms and
lounges from the past. We also listened to a
few audio guides before sketching a
lounge of our choice.

Overall we had a very fun day which I
enjoyed very much. My favourite venue was
the sweet shop because they had some of
my favourite sweets and ones I had never
even heard of! However I also enjoyed the
toy shop as I liked imagining some olden
time children playing with all the wooden
toys. I had a brilliant day and I would love
to do it all over again!

Daniella Dakin
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Lower 3 Trip to Milestones Museum

Osmington Bay 2011
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On the anniversary of the Battle of Hastings,
(14th October), Upper 3 travelled to Rochester
to visit the Cathedral, Castle and Town Hall.
My first impression of Rochester was how
large the castle was. Owing to its fantastic
strategic position, power and domineering
height, nothing could happen on the River
Medway or the surrounding area without
the troops in the Castle knowing about it.

First on our programme was a visit to
Rochester Cathedral. This tall expanse of
arches and spires was built from stone hewn
from quarries miles away, showing the power
of the church and the devotion of the people
who built it. The amount of money the King
was willing to pay for the cathedral shows
how important religion was in the middle
ages. Whilst there we donned habits and
pretended to be monks. We learnt about the

monks’ daily lives and the buildings in which
they worked. I thought they led tremendously
hard lives but I know that they always had
food, warmth and more medical care than
most people. Later, we completed a quiz in
the cathedral and I noticed how Norman
rounded arches changed to Early English
pointed ones. I can imagine how people must
have felt awed to be in such a beautiful place.

We arrived at the Castle, and the King must
have been wealthy and powerful to build
such an exhibit of his might and strength.
The castle took years to build and took up a
huge amount of the annual budget. Inside
the keep the stairs were small, steep and
narrow. The floors in the castle were burnt
away in a fire, so from the top of the keep you
can look down at each level and get a sense
of how tall it is. At a time when there were

no tall buildings and a normal house was
only one storey, it must have been a massive,
powerful symbol. We saw how after the
siege of Rochester in 1215, the East Tower
was rebuilt round instead of square to make
it stronger.

We then walked to the Town Hall to learn
about why the castle was built in its location.
In Roman times there had been a walled
town owing to the strategic position on the
Medway. The river had to be crossed to get
to London from the continent and
Rochester grew up as a place where the
Medway was fordable. The outer wall of
the town was rediscovered by the Normans
who decided to rebuild it as a main line of
defence with the castle added at one corner.
We were told about developments in
armour from the Romans to the Normans.
Whereas the Romans linked many pieces of
sheet armour together to make a moveable
suit, the Normans used chainmail outside
a heavy leather jacket.

The trip to Rochester put all that we have
been learning into context. I can now really
understand how the Norman Kings
showed their power to the people.

Tor Walberg

The U12 squad maintained their successful
season whilst on tour in March. We travelled
to Spratton Hall in Northants on the Friday
and played a warm-up match (drawn) on
the way to the annual tournament at
Arnold School, Blackpool.

The following morning we began our
tournament campaign. We played very well
as a team and supported each other to win
the group phase with some emphatic wins.
The semi-final was a competitive match
against Rossall School which we won 2-0.

In the final our opponents were Mary Erskine
School from Edinburgh. We had beaten them
3-2 in the group stage but unfortunately
were unable to maintain our winning
streak and lost 2-0.

The team received runners-up plates from
the Arnold School's Headteacher and were
congratulated on their high standard of
play. We then boarded the minibus for a
long five hour journey to Beachborough
School in Northants where we boarded
for the night.

In the morning we played their U13 hockey
team and managed to hold them to 2-1 until
the last few minutes when we conceded two
more goals to lose 4-1.

The final two hours journeying brought us
back to Ashtead Park weary but happy with
our play and the team-spirit that had
prevailed throughout the weekend.

A big thanks to all the staff involved.

Bethan Moncur

Upper 3 Visit to Rochester

Blackpool Hockey Tour
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Upper 3
Geography
Field Trip to
Newhaven
On Thursday 5th May all of Upper 3
headed off, in drizzly rain, to the South
Coast. True to form, as we drove over the
South Downs, the weather changed for
the better and eventually, by late morning
the sun was shining. The pupils visited
Newhaven first where they studied the
beach and cliff formations and carried out
a number of investigative experiments.
After a refreshing ice lolly, we headed off
to Rottingdean where we had lunch on
the beach and enjoyed dodging the waves.
Finally, we ended our day by looking at
the coastal defences at Rottingdean and
then headed back to school, tired from
the sun, exercise and fresh sea air.

Mrs Philippa Whiteley

To support their study of ecology and how
animals are adapted to their habitats, Upper 3
pupils went to Marwell Zoo, near Winchester
on Tuesday 7th June so they would start to
think about the conservation of endangered
species. As they looked around the zoo, the
pupils were instructed to pay particular
attention to the design of the animals’
enclosures as their follow-up work was to
pick their favourite animal from the zoo
and then design and construct their own
enclosure model.

It was a cool, showery day and the animals
were reticent at first but they warmed up as
the day progressed and the highlight proved

to be some very playful Cotton Top Tamarin
monkeys. We cleverly timed our arrival at the
tropical house with the heaviest downpour!

Just before lunch, the pupils attended a
lesson in the Education Centre where the
focus was on why some species have become
endangered. They also had the opportunity
to explore the room and touch a Thorny
Stick Insect and a Python.

After lunch the pupils continued exploring
the zoo finishing with the very friendly
penguins before a quick browse around the
shop for a cuddly memento of their day.

Mrs Raylene Fox

Upper 3 Marwell Zoo Trip
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On 6th June, eight Lower 4 pupils travelled to
Brighton University as we had volunteered
to enter the Salter’s competition – a
nationwide chemistry festival. The trip was
fun, and I couldn’t help but sense a small
amount of tension in the air. We arrived and
had a meeting with the 22 other groups we
were competing against. After splitting into
two teams of four we were ready for our
first challenge – set by Salter’s themselves,
so there was no pressure!

It was a ‘Murder Mystery’. We had to find out
who committed a crime due to the different
salts found on them. We burnt the salts to

find out what colour their flame was to find
out what metal was in the salt. We then
had to do tests to find out what non-metal
component was in it as well. After a nerve-
racking hour we filled in our conclusion.

After lunch came our second challenge.
This was set by the university, and we were
shocked when we found out what it was.
We had to make our own universal indicator
from a selection of different dyes. A universal
indicator has to differentiate different
strengths of acid and alkalis in addition to
a neutral substance such as water. We had
trouble to start with, however in the nick of

time our team managed to find a
combination that worked.

Next was a fun chemistry show by the
professors of the university. The different
experiments were spectacular; I left with
far more knowledge than I had entered.

Finally, it was the moment we had all been
waiting for: the prize giving. Freemen’s Team
2 won first prize in the Salter’s Challenge!

Overall, it had been a very eventful and
educational day and I hope the years to
come will have as much fun as we did.

Sam Ashbridge

On Sunday 19th June all of Lower 4
went to watch their set Shakespeare
play, AMidsummer Night's Dream, at
Nymans House in West Sussex. On a
beautiful, and thankfully dry, evening
they picnicked in the walled gardens

before watching a very entertaining
performance by The Lord Chamberlain's
Men. This production toured the
National Trust properties in Surrey
through summer 2011.

Mrs Amanda Trehearn

Salter’s Chemistry Festival

English Theatre Trip
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In the February half term the Junior School
trip headed to Le Corbier in France. For
the skiing there were five groups: total
beginners, beginners, middle, slow top
group and the top group.

The pupils skied for two hours in the
morning and three in the afternoon each
day, with each session followed by some
free time.

During every evening there was an activity
including a quiz, getting ice cream, bum

boarding, karaoke (which even the teachers
did) and a disco on the last evening.

On the Thursday the top two groups took
part in the Fleish (a giant slalom race),
whilst the other groups carried out tests set
by their instructors. From the race and the
tests our instructors awarded skiing badges,
which were presented on the Friday. The
last day of skiing on Friday saw the best
conditions all week with sun, blue skies
and fresh snow – a great way to finish.

The next day at breakfast the teachers made
their own presentation with small gifts.
The prizes included for most organised,
most sociable, and most improved.

It was an amazing trip and particularly
special for me as it was my last in the
Junior School. I would like to thank all
the teachers who came with us and made
the 2011 Junior School Ski Trip so
memorable and enjoyable.

Zoë Lowrey

Junior Ski Trip



MY FIRST CITY VISIT
On Thursday 10th March, Form 1 went on
our first City Visit to London. We headed to
the church service at St Lawrence Jewry.
When we got there I was amazed, it was
beautiful! Our school Choir Cantabile and
another choir sang first, and then we sang a
song. It was called Shine on Me. We then all
said a prayer and listened to another song.
Next, we sang a song called Father I Place
into Your Hands. It was great! Lastly, Mr
Rutherford led a few more prayers.

We were then off to visit the real remains of
a Roman amphitheatre. It was brilliant. We
walked on a glass floor and we thought we
were going to fall down, it was scary. I
realised that the people who built the floor
had used Roman stones to build it. When we
had finished looking at the amphitheatre
we went to have lunch.

After lunch we went to the Colour House
Theatre to see Beauty and the Beast which I
thought was super! After we watched the
play we got the actors’ signatures. I got
Jess’s (Beauty) and Stephen’s (Narrator
and the Merchant).

Then sadly it was time to go. When
everybody had finally got on the coach, we
all said goodbye to London. We all had a
great day on our first City Visit!

Gezana Rai

We had to arrive at school by 7.30am
looking really smart with clean shoes and
brushed hair.

At St Lawrence Jewry we had a special
church service for the School. We sang hymns
and said some prayers. Next, we went to a
roman amphitheatre which was underneath
the Art Gallery. You could walk on a glass
floor and it was really scary because you
felt like you were going to fall down!

After this we had a guided tour of London.
We saw Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament,
the Imperial War Museum, the London Eye,
Buckingham Palace and lots of other famous
places. Mrs Wilby’s favourite place was Costa
Café. My favourite place was the Imperial
War Museum as I visited it in half term.

After the tour we had our picnic lunch in
Wimbledon outside the theatre. Then we
went into the Colour House Theatre which
is where we watched Beauty and the Beast.
I really enjoyed the show.

On the way back to school we passed my
house! I had a very, very good time. The best
part of the day was the Art Gallery because
there were lots of pictures that I liked.

James Freeman

LOWER 2
What a great sight it was to see the whole
school trundling out of the gates at Ashtead
and heading towards the City of London,
even if it had been a struggle to get up earlier
and dash into school for half past seven! On
the mini-bus we took part in an educational
spelling x-factor, but, as the time went on we
changed this to x-factor singing. Hurrah!
Mrs Cooper, however, was not so keen on
our high, warbling voices and I am fairly
sure she reached for the headache tablets.

Our first stop was St Lawrence Jewry for our
special church service which took place in
Gresham Street. It was quite a coincidence
as not only am I in Gresham house, but my
dad works in one of the buildings opposite
the church. He says he saw us swarming out
of the coaches like ants and we all looked
perfectly behaved and smart! I was amazed
to see all the teachers in their black robes
and the Governors, who are all Freemen of
the City of London, wearing their official
blue robes with fur collars. Everyone looked
really fancy and it truly added to the

occasion. I did feel proud to be part of the
City of London Freemen’s School and be
able to join in our annual celebration. Some
pupils took part in the service and gave some
interesting readings. Others sang from the
Cantabile choir. It was all over in a flash
and we piled back onto the coach and
munched some food because we were all
feeling very peckish.

We arrived at Trafalgar Square and walked
across to the National Gallery. Before we
went on our tour we were all allowed a
quick visit to purchase something in the
shop. We had a look round and spent our
pocket money on a few small items.
Afterwards, we were led to a special room
where we hungrily ate our packed lunches.

We were then divided into two groups and
went on a guided tour of the gallery.
Although I had been here before, we saw
different paintings this time. The gallery is
very big so we only got to hear about three
pictures in depth. My favourite was
Bathers at Asnieres which was painted by
Seurat. I particularly liked it because the
painting was actually made up of thousands
and thousands of dots of colour. We are
learning all about this style in ICT and it is
called pointillism. It was so real it made me
feel like I wanted to be there which I
thought was very clever.

We rushed back across Trafalgar Square
admiring the exhibit on the Fourth Column,
which looked similar to a Tudor warship in a
gigantic bottle. We found it fascinating that
the model had so much detail. The journey
back seemed to be shorter as we were all
so exhausted after our interesting day out.
As we entered the school grounds we all
became desperate to run to the tea house
and buy some scrummy cakes. Yes, we were
hungry again and it was good to be back!

Katie Lyons

UPPER 2
On 10th March we all went to the City of
London. We had a commemoration service
in St Lawrence Jewry and went to places in
London – different for each year group.
Upper 2 went to The Museum of London
after the commemoration service, which
was just around the corner. We were split
into six groups; three started the tour in the
present (carrying on into the past) and the
other three groups begun in the past
(carrying on into the future).
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We started in the present so went into a room
with information about life nowadays and
what it could be in the future. There were
tables with computer generated images
that you could tap to find out about the
past, present or future.

After that was a room about the 1950s
including facts about which toys they had
and how little television they could watch
– one hour daily was granted but that was
“quite enough”.

Then exhibits concerning World War II were
shown, including information about the
Blitz and films of destruction in the city,
which I found quite interesting.

Next we discovered the time when women
were not allowed to vote, 1918; just a limited
number of women were able to vote but in
1928 all men and women were granted a
legal vote. The great Charles Dickens’ time
came from 1812-1870 along with ‘The great
stink’ in the Thames.

After lunch we saw the fatal 1600s arrive
with the devastating Great Fire of London
and death bringer The Great Plague. The
black death in 1348 killed almost 25,000
people in London! As we headed towards
year 0 we saw what an Anglo Saxon house
would’ve looked like and what sorts of
resources Romans used, also we saw how
they expanded London greatly in their time.

City Visit was brilliant since we learnt a lot
about the history of London back to Roman
Britain in one day! Thank you to the
teachers too.

Isabel Anderson

LOWER 3
At the start of City visit 2011, everybody was
really excited; they thought this City Visit
would be the best one ever, because we
were going to see a film at the IMAX in 3D!

It was a bit of a rush to get on the coach as
we had all had to get up so early. There were
loads of different coaches parked in the
school car park – everyone hoped that they
would get on the right coach as they’d
been waiting for the IMAX trip for ages!

As usual, we went to St Lawrence Jewry
first and listened to the wonderful

Cantabile choir sing a hymn and as I listened,
I found myself staring at the colossal stained
glass windows. At the end of the service,
we patiently queued to leave the church
and as soon as we got outside everyone
had a good run around to stretch our legs.
We then got back on the coach – it was
time for the IMAX.

When we got off I could hear everyone
murmuring to each other in excited voices.
Initially, we had a little nose around the
Science Museum. Then it was onto the giant
escalator leading to the IMAX. It was
amazing: it was really interesting and
everything looked like it came out of the
screen at you, especially because I managed
to get a front row seat. It was about the
Hubble Space Telescope and we learnt how
astronauts could walk out into space itself
and fix parts that were not functioning.
Everybody thought it was awesome, and
talked about it on the way back on the
coach. We arrived back at school
exhausted but satisfied and wondering
what could we be doing next year for City
Visit? What could be better than IMAX 3D?

Michael John

SIXTH FORM BUSINESS STUDIES
AND ECONOMICS STUDENTS
The Lower 6 were busy learning how to be
City Traders, playing a Stock Exchange
trading simulation game at the University
of Surrey. They had to learn very fast in
order to decide what prices to bid for sales
and purchases of a variety of shares,
answering calls from stockbrokers and banks
who wanted to trade with them, and
competing with each other to make the most
profit. The temperature in the room rose as
the competition heated up, and after the first
game Sophie al Shahran and Kyra Vanstone
were well ahead with good profits on the
trading period. After a short break they
started again, with several teams running
neck-and-neck on their trading profits – and
others finding that a strategy of short-selling
was never going to work in the long run, as
they were forced to buy in the shares they
needed to fund their sales positions, but at a
loss! Others found that ignoring the phone
calls from traders was also a poor strategy, as
they needed more trades completed in order

to make money. At the end of the session,
third highest profit went to Peony Li, Garbo
Chan and Jay Lau, Sophie and Kyra were
runners-up, but the calm teamwork of
David Wells and Will Straughan won the day,
and they walked away with the coveted
prize of a pair of University of Surrey mugs!

We had time for a brief visit to the Bank of
England museum, to try to lift a gold bar
and win Pound in Your Pocket badges,
before making our way to Guildhall Yard
to meet the rest of the school. The students
describe the visit:

“I enjoyed the day and thought it was very
useful in increasing our knowledge about
the stock market and how it actually works.”

“It was very exciting and intense.”

“A realistic insight into the tasks and
stresses involved in being a City trader.”

Meanwhile the Upper 6 went to Lloyds of
London in the heart of the City, where they
learnt about the history of Lloyds and the
insurance market, and its role in the City
of London, and toured this remarkable
building. While many were not sure what to
expect, all had a very good time. For
several, this was their last City Visit after
11 years at Freemen’s, so it was
particularly gratifying to hear how much
they had enjoyed it. Here are some of their
comments:

“I had a lovely time on City Visit. The
Lloyds building is a wonderfully
constructed piece of architecture and the
insurance business that goes on inside is
equally fascinating. The guides were very
knowledgeable and were able to explain
about the business and building in depth.
All in all it was a fantastic day out.”

“The talk given by the lecturer was very
interesting; I can understand quite clearly
now how the business is operated.”

“It was a really interesting day out –
seeing something you wouldn't normally.”

“The whole visit was most impressive and
the architecture was really cool!”

Mrs Penny Brooks
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From 1st to 6th July, a group of 32
pupils from Upper 4 and Lower 5 went
on an exciting study trip to Salamanca,
Spain. This linguistic and cultural visit
brought to life the language learnt in
the classroom and enabled us to
improve our proficiency as well as
experiencing the vibrant culture of one
of Spain’s most beautiful cities.

We stayed in the heart of the city, which was
most convenient as everything was within
walking distance. Our newly refurbished
accommodation was modern and
comfortable and was situated above the
Mester language school, where we had our
lessons. All our meals were served in the
local restaurant next to the school where
we tried some typical Spanish food such as
paella and churros.

On four of our six days, we had intensive
grammar and conversation classes in the
mornings, which were very useful in
developing the accuracy of our Spanish
and our confidence in the language. In the
afternoons, we had a variety of different
fun activities. These included salsa classes, a

tapas tour, watching a Spanish film, a photo
rally, a welcome party at a club, shopping
and guided tours around the beautiful city,
university and cathedral. In the photo
rally, we were in groups and had to go
around Salamanca trying to take the most
interesting photo possible, which allowed
us to see the sights and to find our way
around. In our free time we further
explored the city and most evenings, we
enjoyed the grand and spectacular
surroundings of the Plaza Mayor. We loved
joining in the cheering as they turned on the
lights each evening. It was very pretty and
we soaked up the lively atmosphere.

We also had a day trip to Segovia and Ávila.
In Segovia we saw the famous aqueduct,
which used to keep the town supplied with
water all year round and the famous Alcázar,
which served as a model for the original
Disneyland castle in California. We also
visited the impressive, historic walled city
of Ávila.

The trip was a great success and we all really
enjoyed ourselves and greatly improved our
Spanish. Many thanks to Mrs Salisbury, Ms
Desouches, Mrs Leighton and Mr Rutherford.

Bella Skertchly, Louise Ross, Elena
Koepke and James Salisbury.

Upper 4 PGL Weekend

The Upper 4 went to the National Army
Museum in Chelsea to investigate aspects of
the First World War on Wednesday 16th
March. The day began with an introduction
to all aspects of the fighting illustrated with
some of the Museum's vast collection of
photographs from the era. The pupils then
broke into groups and were involved in three
separate activities. These included a look at
the Museum's exhibits concerning World War
I and a handling session where students
could see, touch and even try on pieces of

equipment such as rifles and uniform from
the conflict. The highlight of the visit was
an interview with a member of the
museum staff taking on the role of a First
World War Soldier and fielding questions
from the pupils on all aspects of the fighting.

The trip gave the Upper 4 a much better
understanding of life as a soldier and the
fighting in the Great War. We are grateful to
the excellent staff of the National Army
Museum for hosting us for such a superb day.

Mr Alex Wright

Over the weekend of 10th-12th September
the Upper 4 went away on a PGL trip to
Merchants Hill. The weekend was a great
chance for the year to do some team
building and it allowed new pupils to
get to know students who had been at
Freemen’s in the Junior School.

There were lots of activities for us to try, such
as quad biking, zip wire, aeroball and Jacob’s

ladder. A favourite activity was the giant
swing, because as you tugged on the rope
you got swung through the air with a great
rush. The activities were fun even when you
were waiting for your go because you could
chat with others who were waiting or
encourage whoever was having their turn.
The disco on Saturday night was a great
laugh, a few of the boys decided to go
dressed in white t-shirts and pyjama bottoms,

which caught on and eventually almost
everyone changed into their pyjamas for
the disco too.

Sunday lunchtime came too soon as we all
wanted to stay and have a go at even more
activities. Thank you to Mrs Guest and the
rest of the teachers for all their hard work, the
weekend was a great way for Upper 4s to make
new friends and spend time with old ones.

Tim Newhouse

Great Trip to Learn About Great War

Salamanca Trip
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Upon getting the letter telling parents about
the Lower 5 trip to Ypres, I think the first
thing on many people’s minds would,
unfortunately, not have been the incredible
experience we would gain, but, in fact, the
inexplicably early time we had to arrive at
school, and the many hours we would be
spending sitting on a bus. Once we got
past these minor details, however, we
started to anticipate what it would be like
to see the places that we would be visiting.
But not even the teachers’ many warnings
could have prepared us for the shock, or
consequential emotional disorientation,
we would be receiving.

After four hours on a bus, I have to admit
that I was happy to arrive at Hill 62. This
hill was very important strategically in the
First World War, being just two miles outside
the town of Ypres, and providing height
needed for a military advantage. Hill 62 was
taken by the German army in June, 1916
but became part of No Man’s Land just 11
days later after an offensive by the 1st and
2nd Canadian divisions. We walked all the
way to the top of the hill in the sun, but I
can’t really claim this as an achievement,
as the hill was only 62 metres above sea
level, giving it its name. At the very centre
lies the Canadian memorial and next to the
memorial, you can see the distant spires of
the town rebuilt from the rubble of the war.
Descending the hill, we entered the small
museum nearby. Past the rooms of weapons
and gruesome war pictures, we found
ourselves outside in the reconstructed
trenches. Full of mud and water, we could
only imagine how anyone could spend a long
time in a dark, smelly set of tunnels. Being

so close to places where such immense
annihilation had occurred chilled me, even
in the warm weather, and I could tell from
the serious faces of my peers, that they were
feeling the same.

Leaving the museum we were taken to the
first of the cemeteries, Tyne Cot. The first
thing that hit me as we entered was the
brightness, sunlight bouncing off white
gravestones, but this was quickly followed by
the sheer number of graves that I could see
in front of me. Tyne Cot is a cemetery for
British troops who died fighting in Ypres.
At the centre stood a memorial in the shape
of a large white cross, surrounded by little
groups of two or three gravestones. We later
found out that these small groups were the
soldiers buried while the ground was still
being fought over. Everywhere I looked all
I could see was row upon row of graves,
some named but others ‘Known unto
God’, sometimes more than one to a
gravestone; the number to me was
incomprehensible. Everyone’s emotions were
high, and we struggled to find what to say
to each other, such is the massive effect that
the area has on any who go there. Wilfred
Owen’s poem ‘Anthem for a Doomed
Youth’ was read, adding to the feeling as
he put into words what we couldn’t.

Langemarck Cemetery could not have been
more different. This was the German
cemetery; the Belgian government had
delegated this small patch of land to the
soldiers who died fighting the allies in
Belgium. The whole place was overhung by
tall trees, shadowing it from light and making
it slightly chillier than before. Walking in, we
immediately noticed the eeriness of the place;

a complete contrast with the brightness of
Tyne Cot. I was astonished also by the
graves there; they were small, set into the
ground, and each contained up to six
German soldiers. As if this was not enough;
at the entrance, stood a monument, a mass
grave of all those remaining, buried together.
It was here, standing in front of the four
faceless soldiers at the back of the cemetery
that I delivered my reading. It was taken
from All Quiet on the Western Front, a novel
by Erich Maria Remarque, a German First
World War veteran. We had been told that
Hitler himself had visited the graveyard
when he invaded Belgium in 1940, and I
am still shocked to think that anyone
could not be so moved by that graveyard
that they try their hardest to not fight wars.

We later headed to The Menin Gate. Here,
everyday at 7.00pm, the last post is played
by the fire brigade, as a gesture of thanks
towards the British from Belgium. Upon
the walls of the huge archway are the
names of thousands of British and Imperial
soldiers who died defending Ypres.

Whenever I think about it, I am always
amazed at the enormous numbers of
soldiers that died fighting in Ypres, both
Allied and German, and when I remember
that what was gained at the end of the war
amounted to nothing compared to what
was lost, it stuns me even more. I am so
glad I got the chance to see Ypres, and it
has definitely helped me understand a lot
more about what the soldiers of the First
World War went through.

Dan Sareen

Lower 5 Trip to Ypres
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On 7th September all of the Lower 5 Art
students visited the Tate modern in order to
broaden their appreciation of the subject
and help develop their first GCSE project
based on the theme ‘Contrasts’. All GCSE
themes are designed so that they can be

interpreted in a number of different ways
and every student has already begun to
move in their own direction. All students
enjoyed the trip and managed to record
information in their sketch books which
they built upon in school. As usual

everyone behaved impeccably and all of
the staff involved commented on
the success of the visit. Thanks go to Mrs
Humphreys who organised the trip and
made it run so smoothly.

Mr Tim Rees

On Sunday 6th February a group of Upper
5 Historians, accompanied by Mrs
Edwards and Mr Wright, visited the
Imperial War Museum. The focus of the
afternoon was the Holocaust Exhibition.
Despite visiting the Exhibition a number of
times, it is remarkable how every time one
goes a new aspect of the most hideous
crime of the 20th Century is revealed. The
students noted the development of Nazi
racial policies during the 1930s and how it
was not only the Jewish community who
became victims, but also young Germans
with learning difficulties and treatable
diseases. Once the Holocaust began, the
involvement of people in the areas ruled by
the Nazis is clearly in evidence indicating
how in Poland, the Baltic States and the
Ukraine, local anti-Semitism was allowed

to flower and reach such malevolent levels.
It is an appalling, dark chapter in European
History but one that necessitates study
and commemoration.

There was little time available to look at
other parts of the Museum, but the students
spent the rest of the afternoon finding out
more about the Second World War and
American involvement in Vietnam. I would
like to thank Mrs Edwards for her
willingness to give up her Sunday afternoon
to accompany the visit, but most of all to pay
tribute to the students who joined us at the
Imperial War Museum. It is wonderful to
teach students whose passion for History
reflects that of the department, and their
interest and enthusiasm is great to see.

Mr Alex Wright

Upper 5 Visit to Imperial War Museum

Geography
Fieldtrip to Boxhill
On Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd
September, the Upper 4s departed for the
Ryker’s car park at Mickleham and then
climbed the impressive slope from
Burford Bridge towards the summit to
cries of “Great view”, “Wow, look at that
dry valley” (staff), “How much further?”,
“Is it far?” and “Gasp…” (students). En
route, footpath erosion measurements
provided evidence of problems and at the
top vegetation surveys using quadrates
showed how bad trampling had become.
Trying to capture the outstanding view
from the lookout by field sketching was
interesting. Packed lunch outside the
café (a honeypot site – ask the Upper 4 to
explain) showed us how effective
litterbins can be as well as the excellence
of the local ice cream. Studies of the
management of traffic, footpaths,
woodland and sheep grazing showed us
how the National Trust try to preserve
the area and maintain it as it is today.
Descending by the steep route to the
Stepping Stones, we completed our
studies with some views of the river
Mole. On both days we were fortunate to
have lovely weather and one and all had
a great day.

Mr Andrew McCleave

A trip to the Tate? How Modern!

History Lecture in London
Freemen’s Historians from Lower 6 attended
a series of lectures focused on Henry VIII on
Friday 11th March. The four lectures were
beneficial for those undertaking the AS option
concerning Tudor England’s most important
monarch. Such visits also give students a
sense of what it is like to study the subject at
university and provide inspiration for further
research. The main highlights of the day
were Ronald Hutton’s discussion of Henrician
foreign policy and Diarmaid MacCulloch’s
lecture on the popularity of the Reformation.
MacCulloch told the audience that there is

more evidence for grassroots support for
the Evangelical cause in the 1530s than has
previously been suggested.

However, the greatest excitement was
reserved for the appearance of David Starkey
who found his audience more receptive than
others he has recently instructed. Starkey’s
lecture was the usual mixture of scholarship,
wit and entertainment and Mrs Joss, his
greatest fan in the meeting house, was very
happy with his star-turn.

Mr Alex Wright



On Friday 1st July, the Lower 6 physics
students went to the Bedford Bodyflying
Centre to skydive in the world’s largest
indoor skydiving wind tunnel, where we
“flew” in winds of up to 120mph.

When we arrived, we were split into three
groups and were given our outfits for the day,
consisting of a bodyflight suit, which was
similar in shape to a boiler suit, a helmet,
goggles, ear plugs and training shoes. We
then had a session with our instructor about
the correct method for flying and how to
enter and exit the tunnel safely. We then
proceeded to the tunnel itself, many of us
nervously, and saw some other visitors flying
in the tunnel, taking note especially of how
they entered and left the tunnel.

Each student was given three turns in the
tunnel, consisting of exactly one minute 15
seconds each time, firstly on their own with
the instructor, and then in pairs. It was a most
exhilarating experience as you have to
concentrate on not only keeping your body
in the optimum flying position and watching
the instructor’s hand signals for instructions
but, initially at least, also focusing on how to
breathe within the unusually fast winds. The
trip was also enjoyable as the other groups
could watch you from the ‘viewing area’ and,
more often than not, laugh at your inability
to keep your body in the correct position.

After the ‘flight’, we were able to see
photographs taken of us whilst inside the
tunnel, and each pair received a DVD of their

flight. Finally, the instructors all went in the
tunnel for an incredible staff demonstration
which put all of our attempts to shame. It
was most definitely a highly enjoyable and
worthwhile trip.

Stephanie Anthony

Physics Skydiving
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The annual visit by GCSE students of History
and German to Berlin has been a highlight
at the end of the school year for some time.
In 2011, it was decided to extend the trip by
a day to allow us a little more flexibility and
time to enjoy the sites of one of Europe’s most
exciting capital cities. The group of 30
students and three staff enjoyed the usual
stops at the main museums focused on Jewish
history, Checkpoint Charlie, and the history of
Berlin. However, we also enjoyed a tour of
the Reichstag and spent a day outside Berlin
venturing to Potsdam and Wansee. At every
opportunity the students and staff attempted
to practise their language skills and experience
the best of German culture.

For the first time a group from Freemen’s was
given a guided tour of the Reichstag building
which contains the modern Federal German
Government. Our guide showed us the ways
in which Sir Norman Foster had designed the
building to incorporate many elements of its

history with the graffiti of Russian soldiers
from 1945 remaining on many of the walls.
He also explained to the group the ways in
which the building was able to aid the
business of parliament and the workings
of the federal constitution.

The trip to the west of Berlin was the most
exciting and interesting day of the visit. After
a very pleasant train ride out of Berlin in
warm summer sunshine we arrived in
midmorning at Potsdam. This beautiful town
was extensively damaged in the war, but
has been sensitively rebuilt to regain much
of its former glory. The group first headed
up to the summer palace of Sanssouci built
by Frederick the Great in the park above the
town. Surprisingly small for such a
construction, it was beautifully designed and
the context of the palace, at the top of a series
of terraces overlooking Potsdam, was
glorious. After lunch, we walked through the
park past the much larger New Palace and

then travelled to Wansee. After the glories of
Potsdam, visiting Wansee was an unsettling
experience. The sunny day ensured that
most visitors getting off the train spent their
time on boats in the lake or sitting on the
beach. Yet in one of the lakeside mansions
of a former industrialist, representatives of
the SS and a variety of Nazi organisations
created the general plan for the Final Solution.
The Conference House had an excellent
museum, but the peace and beauty of the
site was eerie in the context of the infamous
history of the location.

The group had an excellent stay in Berlin
mainly owing to the enthusiasm, interest
and outstanding conduct of our students
during the visit. That said, the remarkable
heritage, complex history and wonderful
museums of the German capital may also
have played a part.

Mr Alex Wright

On Tuesday 5th October all Upper 6 Biologists and Geographers
went to Kew Gardens to support their work on plants and climate
change. The weather was unexpectedly clement and the pupils
had a very pleasant and informative day in the autumnal
sunshine. They enjoyed guided tours of the glasshouses looking at
plant adaptations to rainforests and the dry tropics and Dr Owen
Jones talked them through some of the noticeable effects that
climate change is having on the UK's fauna. The day ended with
the (slightly wobbly) tree-top walkway through the canopy of
sweet chestnut and oak.

Mr Ian Knowles

No Queue to
get in to Kew

History and German Visit to Berlin
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After our trip to NYC, I think we can all
conclude one thing for sure; it really is the
city that never sleeps. Sleep, indeed, was
something we enjoyed very little of on
the first day – I think it’s safe to say that
many of us found the full 24 hour day a
little harrowing. Nevertheless, spirits
remained high, as we had a fantastic
afternoon of sightseeing, and a great
dinner out at the Hard Rock Café.
Afterwards, we went up the Empire State
Building, where the clear (but very cold)
night gave us some breathtaking views.

Wednesday saw the first of the outings and
activities for everyone, after our first taste of
a New York breakfast. The New York bagel
that I found confirmed to me that I had made
the right decision, I was on the right trip;
this was the city for me. It was sensational.
After the delights of breakfast, we continued
on to our various different activities. As a
History student, I had opted to go to Ellis
Island and the Statue of Liberty. The views
from the ferry were more than worth the
cold. Not only was Ellis Island really
interesting, but the blue-sky day helped in
producing some fantastic photos of the
statue. In the afternoon, my group went
shopping and sightseeing, which was
brilliant. Walking up and down Fifth Avenue
was not only an excellent way to spend an
afternoon (and, understandably, a fair
amount of money), but also gave me the
exercise I needed to be able to pile on
another huge meal that evening, in Ellen’s
Stardust Diner. It was a bizarre but brilliant
evening; all the staff in the restaurant are
aspiring Broadway performers, and they
sing between waiting on tables. At one point,
a waiter gave me my cheeseburger with
one hand, and held a microphone in the
other – mid-song!

Thursday’s first activity for me was a drama

workshop at Pearl Studios. We were working
on Making a Scene, and had such a fun
morning. We then made our way to the
Business District, and to Ground Zero. It was
a poignant moment for all of us; the
memorial wall acting as a saddening, but
necessary, reminder of the horrors of 9/11.
The redevelopment projects on the site
seemed to be coming along surprisingly
quickly, which definitely lifted my spirits.
Ground Zero for me showed the strength of
human nature, even in the face of adversity.
On a lighter note, we then went shopping in
Century 21, which was fantastic. The evening
brought a meal in Planet Hollywood,
followed by The Addams Family on
Broadway. It was easily one of the best
musicals I’ve seen, with excellent songs,
script, and many funny moments; I’ve got
my fingers crossed it will come to the West
End so I can see it again!

Friday came all too quickly, but we had some
time in the morning to do some serious
shopping in Macy’s and Bloomingdales,
before heading off to the airport. It rained
torrentially on our last morning in New York,
and whilst it was flattering that the city
was mourning our departure, it was perhaps
not the best time to discover a hole in my
shoe. Unfortunately, I just had to buy a new
pair of shoes to get me home; it was just
lucky that we were so close to so many
shops! We went back to the hotel, stuffed
our newest purchases in our already- full
suitcases, and headed to the airport. It was
the first night flight I have ever managed to
sleep on, which just goes to show how
fantastically busy the trip was! I must say
when we got home, bright and early on
Saturday morning, I didn’t follow Ms
Chamberlain-Webber’s jetlag-surviving
advice, but instead went straight to bed for
a solid 15 hours.

I had an amazing time, and would like to
thank all the teachers who made it possible,
particularly Ms Chamberlain-Webber, who
was the organiser extraordinaire! Bring on
the next trip!

Rebecca Howe

We arrived at JFK airport in New York at
7.00am and went straight into activities for
the day. We went sightseeing, catching a boat
and sailing past Ellis Island, where the Statue
of Liberty was clearly visible and we also
spent some time shopping.

That night we ate at the Hard Rock Café and
we went up the Empire State Building at
10.00pm, which was amazing! Some of us
had been awake for over 26 hours by this
time so we had a well earned night’s rest.

The next day I went to do a Broadway
workshop with one of the actors in the
production The Addams Family. Afterwards
I went on a tour of Harlem.

That night we ate at a restaurant where the
waiters performed to us, singing songs from
musicals and pop songs, mainly before the
millennium but a couple of songs were
from the noughties.

On the last day we went sightseeing again;
the most notable place I visited was Central
Park, which was a lot larger than I thought
it would be. That evening we ate at Planet
Hollywood, which was like a restaurant in
the form of a club, and then went to see
The Addams Family, trying to figure out
which dancer was Colin, who had taken us
for the workshop the day before.

We went to sleep exhausted that night but
we still managed to fit in some last minute
shopping before catching the coach to take
us back to JFK airport for our flight home!

William Nash

New York Trip
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After an 11-hour flight the South Africa
Tour girls arrived in Cape Town. We
began by visiting some of the tourist sites
before meeting our host families. We
started at Signal Hill, where many of us
had the opportunity to see Table
Mountain for the first time, and then
ventured to the Waterfront for our first of
many visits. Our first host families were
from Curro School and El Shaddai
Christian School.

The following day we had an early start,
arriving at the school at 8.00am. We filled the
morning visiting markets, an aquarium and
a trip to the beach. The granny dress for
idiotic behaviour/self embarrassment made
its debut on Katelyn Aitchison whilst
gathering a few interesting looks from the
locals. The first game was our second team
vs a mixed team from Curro and El Shaddai.
Despite the grass pitch we managed to pull
out a win with Georgie Moore scoring the
only goal of the game. Following this the
first team played against El Shaddhai,
winning 2-0 and also obtaining a trip to the
hospital for Lauren Parker to get stitches,
even though she was adamant she wanted
to continue playing. Goals were scored by
Sophie Luckman and Holly Bicknell. The
evening ended with dinner and socialising
with the opposition.

We said goodbye to our host families at
7.00am the next morning but remained in
Cape Town for the next two nights in a
hotel. We visited Robben Island where we
experienced a major part of South Africa’s
political history and learnt about the life of
Nelson Mandela and other men who faced
the same fate as he did. On return to the
hotel, 20 odd over-excited tourists ran
straight for the pool at the first glimmer of
sunlight to the astonishment of the staff
and other hotel guests considering it was
their winter. The evening was spent back
at the Waterfront for dinner whilst being
serenaded by opera singers.

The next day provided an eye-opening
and liberating experience as we spent the
day at Langa Township. We walked
around the houses, schools and churches,
all the while being followed by children
who were incredibly excited to see the
unfamiliar faces and craving our attention.
We were invited to lunch at a local
woman’s house with traditional African
food and music. Needless to say none of us

were feeling particularly light and active
for the following game due to the massive
quantities of food consumed. However, we
still managed to win convincingly.

Day 6 was a sightseeing day involving trips
to the Cape of Good Hope, Cape Point, Hout
Bay and Boulders Beach where we saw
hundreds of penguins. The granny dress
reappeared, firstly worn by Kate Holmes,
followed by Louise Bluck. We ended in
Worcester where we met our second set of
host families for the next two nights.

Another early start awaited us as we went
into school with our hosts for assembly, half
of which we couldn’t understand as it was in
Afrikaans. We had to kill time around
Worcester visiting a winery and a shopping
centre before our next matches. Another
grass pitch proved to be challenging to adapt
to and the first team fought hard to achieve
a 1-1 draw with the goal scored by Katelyn
Aitchison. Unfortunately it came with
another trip to hospital for Lizzie Smart after
taking a stick to the face resulting in more
stitches. The seconds unfortunately lost 1-0
but also fought very hard throughout. The
day ended with a BBQ and an exchange of
songs before dinner.

Goodbyes were said to Worcester
Gymnasium as we boarded the luxury bus on
our way to Knysna. On the way we stopped
at an Ostrich Farm where we got to sit on
ostriches and stand on their eggs. We then
visited Cango Wildlife Farm and saw a
variety of animals, and some paid to pet
baby tigers, cheetahs and snakes. For many
of the girls this was one of the highlights
of the tour. We arrived late in Kynsna and
collapsed into bed.

After being woken up the next morning by
the ‘Yorkshire Terriers’ rugby boys at 7.00am
we went to the Elephant Park, about ten
minutes from the hotel. This was an amazing
experience as we were able to touch and
feed a group of elephants; we couldn’t
believe how close we were! Our hockey
match here was against Oakhill School
where we played a 6-a-side tournament
which meant we had to split up into three
teams. The firsts won all three of their
matches, the seconds won two matches, and
drew one, and the thirds lost four of their
matches but overall we won the tournament
which we were all very happy about.
Goals were scored by Katelyn Aitchison,

Lizzie Smart, Kate Holmes, Lauren Parker,
Moya Smith and Holly Bicknell.

The next morning we travelled from Knysna
to Port Elizabeth where we met our last
group of hosts at Pearson High School.
During the journey we stopped off at
Monkeyland. We were all told not to stand
underneath the monkeys but unfortunately
Moya found out the reason for this advice
shortly afterwards! The evening was then
spent with our hosts at the Boardwalk. We
also got to experience school life here, as we
spent the morning at their school sitting in
on the first two lessons. I think the assembly
for everyone will be memorable...

Our last match of the tour was against this
school and thankfully we got very pleasing
results. The firsts won 1-0 and the seconds
drew 0-0. They were a tough team so we
were all extremely happy especially as this
result meant an unbeaten tour for the firsts.

The Pumba Game Reserve was our next
stop the following day. Our rooms were all
amazing and very luxurious. We went on
two game drives, one in the evening and
one very early the next morning wrapped
in long, snuggly capes and with hot water
bottles on our laps. We all wanted to stay
longer as it was such an incredible place.

Awards were given out on the last night in
South Africa, and we all waved goodbye as
we left from Johannesburg on the last day.
The tour was a huge success and an
amazing experience.

Katelyn Aitchison and Sarah Moore

Senior Hockey Tour to South Africa
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The first Sixth Form ski trip for a number of
years was eagerly anticipated. However
the start was not so smooth. All our party,
except Mr Brooke, were moved to a
flight one hour later, and then it was
delayed. As Mr Retzlaff commented:
“The bad news is our flights have been
moved. The good news is Mr Brooke is
on the earlier flight.” We were soon
reunited with the lonely Mr Brooke in
Milan and began our transfer to
Folgarida. The travel chaos had not
subsided yet though, as our coach broke
down halfway there. However, we broke
down outside a very friendly Italian cafe,
where we waited for a replacement
bus. We finally arrived at 3.00am.

The journey though, did not set the tone for
the rest of the holiday as all proceeded much
more smoothly than the first 12 hours.
After collecting our skis up the mountain
we enjoyed what was some of the best
skiing most of us have ever experienced.
The fresh snowfall of four inches the night
before meant the powder-hungry of the
group had a great first few days. The
Dolomites had fantastic conditions and the
weather was glorious. The sun was out
every day we skied and we were soon
removing layers of clothing to remain cool.

For many of the boarders it was their first
time skiing, which can be extremely tiring.

That was made harder for our group as we
didn’t get a great night’s sleep the night
before. Nevertheless they progressed very
quickly, and many of the group were
surprised with how far they had improved
by the end of the first day. This was despite
‘Big Ern’ setting off a domino of falls as he
careered down the slope, fortunately
witnessed by one of the other groups.

Après-ski was as good as the time spent on
piste. Between returning to the hotel and
dinner, some enjoyed the sauna, whilst
others tried to catch up on sleep. We had
some evening activities pre-planned for us
by our tour operator Maxski. On Tuesday
night we went ice skating where many of
the more able skiers were outdone
terrifically by a very impressive Eunice,
Mina and Sharon, and surprisingly a very
competent Mr Brooke. Sadly we could not
tempt Mr Retzlaff out of the café for a go.

Another night was spent skiing under
floodlight, which was impressive. It was also
really good fun to ski with all of the group.
We spent an evening bowling, where we
witnessed some less than professional
techniques. However, perhaps the best
night was karaoke night. A few guys on the
trip loved to sing, and that night they
came into their own. A few other schools
being there didn’t stop them destroying The
Final Countdown. Afterwards we were told

to never allow them to sing again, and I
think most of us would agree with that
proposal. All the evenings though,
whatever we were doing, were great fun.

Towards the end of the week we had all
improved dramatically, and were doing
some incredible runs on and off piste. This
was mainly due to our fantastic instructors,
one of whom was such a charmer he managed
to secure Hannah Davies’ hand in marriage.
She will be returning next season for the
ceremony. Despite all the hard skiing and late
nights, we had thankfully very few injuries.
On the last day skiing a speeding Jay crashed
into Peony and bruised her leg, though she
recovered quickly. However, there was one
injury all of the tour were aware of. Mr
Brooke sadly bruised his nail on the third
day, and for the remainder of the trip
reminded the whole party incessantly of his
grievance. We wish his finger a full recovery.

Thanks must go to Mr Bloomer and Louise
for being really good fun and looking after
us all, Mr Brooke for putting up with all our
chat, and of course most importantly to Mr
and Mrs Retzlaff for organising the trip
and somehow remaining relaxed and
having good fun with us all throughout
the whole week.

Ben Reavley and Lizzie Sherwin

Sixth Form Ski in Folgarida
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DOMINO'S
We went to Eton school for a talk from Steven Hemsley, the chief
executive officer for the UK and Ireland Domino's. The lecture room
was very full, so we had to sit on the floor. It was the biggest turnout
they had. He talked mainly about their USP, which was the freshness
of the ingredients on their pizzas. He also mentioned their aim was
to open a store a week for 10 years. During the recession Domino's
did very well, their profits doubled and so did the value of their
shares. Hemsley discussed the customer service they provide and
how they are tying to reduce the ‘out-the-door time’, (from 17 to 13
minutes so far) and he said it should take a minute to make a
pizza. They wanted to reduce the out-the-door time as it would
reduce pressure on the driver so they would reduce the risk of an
accident. Lastly Hemsley ‘s objective had been to make Domino's
number one, which they now are and they are bigger than the next
four companies put together. Overall it was a very educational and
interesting talk and we think everyone enjoyed it as there was a lot
of audience participation. It helped us all to understand in more
depth how a business works.

Ceci Swindell and Kyra Vanstone

IMPERIAL INNOVATIONS TRIP
Imperial Innovations operating at Imperial College London has
created a business incubator – taking an idea they believe is worth
developing and helping create it and protect it using intellectual
property. They spoke at length about this process and described
some businesses that were successful such as DUVAS. We listened
to a representative from DUVAS who had been interviewed on
BBC News who talked about their product that was able to
measure pollution levels from sensors. We were then allowed
to explore some technologies being created by a scientist in a
laboratory and it was explained how such ideas were developed
and protected. He also gave us an insight as to what was done
with the products afterwards. In our case we witnessed a
diagnostics device being created that can immediately analyse a
blood/urine sample as opposed to having to send it to another
department. They planned to sell it to the NHS once they had
finished developing it.

Sophie Al Shahran, Sophie Dakin, Laurie Harmsworth,
Nick Jackson, Adam Playle, Ceci Swindell, Sam Tresadern

and Kyra Vanstone

The Lower 6 Biologists visited London Zoo
on 20th January as part of their AS
coursework which requires them to write
about how biology is being used to solve a
problem. After an introductory talk from
Theo, a London Zoo Education Officer, the
pupils enjoyed an absorbing lecture by Dr
Edmund Flach, the ZSL wildlife
pathologist. He talked about all aspects of
his job from snail intestinal parasites to
elephant autopsies, giving a fascinating

insight into the importance of his work.
The pupils were then able to walk around
the zoo before returning for a plenary
session with Theo where he talked about
the EDGE programme – a system for
prioritising which threatened species we
should save. It was a great day which gave
the pupils loads of ideas for their
coursework and possibly inspired a few
budding animal pathologists.

Mr Ian Knowles

Business Studies Trips

Lower 6 Biology visit London Zoo
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On Wednesday 23rd March, we said bonjour
to 23 French pupils from Lyon, France. We
welcomed them into our homes for their stay
whilst they did various activities during the
day when we were at school. They visited
many great sightseeing spots in London,
such as Buckingham Palace, St James’ Park,
the London Eye, the Southbank and
Madame Tussauds. They also spent a
morning at school with us, sampling our
different lessons and meeting our friends not
involved in the trip. We then spent the
weekend with them, where visits included
shopping, swimming, a day out in Brighton
and small parties hosted for our guests. After
a goodbye breakfast, we took some pictures
in the Stratosphere photobooth and bid a sad
(and teary) farewell to our new friends.

Just a week later 22 pupils from Upper 4 and
Lower 5 set off to Lyon on the second leg of the
exchange visit. After a very smooth journey,
we were welcomed warmly by our French
partners and their parents and siblings. We
were all excited yet slightly apprehensive,
especially about speaking French!

The next day, we met in the Croix-Rousse
district of Lyon which is a very historic and
beautiful quarter. We all chatted eagerly
about our first night with our families, and
it seemed that everything was a success. We
departed on a walking tour around the Old
Town (Vieille-Ville) with a lovely guide who
showed us the famous sights, including a
massive mural, called La Fresque des
Lyonnais which depicts various famous
French figures such as Antoine de Saint-
Exupery and Claudius the Roman emperor.
We stopped at an authentic ‘boulangerie’,
where we tried Lyon specialties, such as
brioche with bright pink praline whilst others
opted for the slightly more well-known pain
au chocolat. Our guide took us to wonderful
courtyards and buildings that we would
never normally have been able to visit.
After the tour, we had our lunch at the
Place Bellecour, which is the third largest
town square in France, and where
enormous statues take pride of place in the
centre. We then went on a bus tour of Lyon
which everybody loved as the sun began

to shine and it was very relaxing. We spent
most of the afternoon in the 6th
Arrondissement, at ‘Cook and Go’, where
we learnt how to make chocolate cake and
fruit crumble and we enjoyed our home
cooking later in the adjacent café.

On the Friday, we spent the morning at
our partners’ school, Les Chartreux. We
were split up and sent to different classes. I
went to chemistry, where oddly they were
doing the topic we had been doing in our
lessons the previous week, and then I went
to history-geography where we were
instructed to complete a map of France
and the French colonies. After lessons, we
visited the Miniatures Museum in the old
town, and then we had free time to go
shopping and have lunch and an ice cream
(or two!). We then went up the funicular to
the cathedral, called Basilique de
Fourvière. We had a very interesting talk
by a local guide, who explained all about
the history of the cathedral. We climbed to
the very top of the cathedral where there
were spectacular views and photo

French Exchange
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Lower 6
Geography Trip
to Juniper Hall
On two days in March and May, the
Lower 6 Geographers went to Juniper
Hall as part of their skills acquisition for
the AS examinations.

Day 1 was spent on the River
Tillingbourne measuring flows, bedload
sizes and gradient. Most managed to
remain upright although a few holes
and wellies and a little splashing
rendered a few a little damp, but tea and
cake back at the centre soon revived the
students. The highlight of the day was
when all 19 students blocked the channel
near a particularly sharp meander and
returned a dried out ox-bow lake to its
former glory. We have since found out
that FSC tutors now get all student
parties to do this, but Freemen’s
certainly initiated the practice.

Day 2 was spent studying local
settlements and comparing their
characteristics – students compared the
characteristics of Brockham and Ashtead,
focusing specifically on housing age, an
environmental assessment and the
quality of take away coffee, tea and
general confectionery! Even so, tea and
cake back at the centre were again much
welcomed and not a crumb was left.

On both days, tutors commented on
the aptitude, attitude and openness of
Freemen’s pupils who were a credit to
the school.

Mr Andrew McCleave

opportunities over the city and
surrounding areas of Lyon. Lastly, we
went to the Roman ruins, where we were
given the option to have a tour or to just
relax in the wonderful spring sun.

During the weekend, we all spent time
with our families. Some went shopping,
visited the big park, met up with other
friends and their partners or went to their
families’ country homes. There was also a
large laser quest game. The teams were
French vs English, and we won eventually.
As Lyon is the food capital of France, we
all tried various delicacies ranging from
oysters, snails, to what later turned out to
be fried pigs’ tails!

On the Monday, we all went to Annecy,
a large town in the Haute-Savoie
department of France. We went on a boat
cruise that gave us amazing views of the
villages around Annecy and the French
Alps above us. In the afternoon we had
some shopping time, then we arranged
to ‘rendez-vous’ back at the park to start

our tour of Old Annecy. It was very
interesting, as our guide brought to life
what Annecy would have been like during
the Middle Ages.

On the Tuesday morning we met extremely
early, our bags filled with French food and
souvenirs to take home. We were all very
sad to go, especially as we had had such a
wonderful time, and after a quick à
bientôt, we had to leave.

The French exchange was a very successful
trip, we all had an amazing time and it was
so good for our French. Everyone said that
their spoken language had improved. Lyon
is a beautiful city, I hope to go back there and
I would recommend it to anyone who has
ever bypassed it on the way skiing and
wondered what it is like! I’m sure everyone
will join me in thanking Mr Hearne and Mrs
Hankin for accompanying us and a big
thank you to Miss Desouches for
arranging a proper French exchange and
putting in so much effort.

Imogen Smethers
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THURSDAY 30 JUNE
After a delay on the M25 and then out of Gatwick, we arrived at
Hellisholar, a farm close to the south coast of Iceland, at around
9.00pm. A footy match until midnight, followed by a dip in a
naturally hot pool was a healthy start to the trip.

FRIDAY 1 JULY
The second day was spent visiting the Westmann Islands off the
south coast. We caught a very rocky ferry to Heimaey, before heading
by foot towards the crater of the Eldfell volcano. Winds of 70
m/minute made the ascent dramatic and challenging, so we decided
to head down to safety rather than circumnavigating the whole
crater. We also visited the ‘Pompeii of the South’, an area of two
story buildings buried during the 1973 eruption. In places only
chimneys were still visible. Mr McCleave was upset by the fact that
he was the only member of the party who was actually older than
the lava that had buried Heimaey. The return by ferry to the
mainland was delayed by strong winds and large waves but we
still managed to stop to see the tall Haifoss waterfall on the way
back to the farm. We eventually made it back for a swim in a
geothermically heated pool and more footy.

SATURDAY 2 JULY
We started early on Saturday for our tour of the Golden Circle. The
imposing Gullfoss waterfall, the Geyser shooting water 35 feet into
the air, and Þingvellir, the site of the former mid-Atlantic ridge,
provided some spectacular examples of tectonic landforms and
activity. We all joined hands at one point to stretch from the
American Plate to the Eurasian Plate. A tour round Hellisheiði
geothermal power station brought things up to date before
heading into Reykjavik. The evening was spent at the bowling
alley where students and staff battled it out for bragging rights.

SUNDAY 3 JULY
The final day started with a trip into Reykjavik and a brief visit to
the modern Catholic Church built in the style of basalt columns. A
quick trip around a flea market was undertaken before heading
off to The Blue Lagoon. Staff and pupils immersed themselves in
geothermically heated seawater and silica mud was applied to
faces. We all emerged an hour later looking ten years younger.
After another delay at the airport, we arrived back at Gatwick
gone midnight; everyone agreed it had been a fascinating and
enjoyable trip.

Mr Andrew McCleave

Lower 6 Geography
Trip to Iceland

On Friday 13th May, the Lower 5
Geographers, accompanied by Mr McCleave
and Mrs Hinton-West headed off to Somerset.
We all stayed in Nettlecombe Court, a
converted beautiful old country mansion set
in acres of open land. It was idyllic. That is
until the head of centre pointed out that
mobile reception is patchy and some of the
students may have found themselves out of
contact with the outside world.

The first afternoon was spent in Dunster, a
quaint and picturesque village overlooked
by a castle. The students spent the afternoon

undertaking pedestrian counts, traffic counts,
environmental assessments and sampling the
local fudge shop. Day 2 was spent in Porlock
Bay measuring beach profiles and sediment
size and shape. We all stopped to look at the
beach defences in Minehead on the way back
to the centre, but the wind was whipping
sand into eyes, faces and down necks so we
headed back to the centre for tea and cake.
After the evening session Freemen’s
challenged Worth School to a game of footy.
It ended 1-1. Worth School seemed to have
a disproportionally large number of Germans

playing so sensibly we opted for a draw
rather than deciding it on penalties.

We all headed for Taunton on the final
morning to study changing urban
characteristics. Again pupils acquitted
themselves well, and both tutors commented
on the positive and academic approach of
Freemen’s pupils to the whole trip. It was a
great trip and the pupils learnt a great deal
about the skills required for the new IGCSE.

Mr Andrew McCleave

Lower 5 Trip to Nettlecombe Court, Somerset



CITY OF LONDON FREEMEN’S SCHOOL 59

TRIPS
A
N
D
V
ISITS

On 4th July 2011 the Lower 6 Biologists
gathered at the perfectly reasonable
hour of 7.00am and gratefully received
our 'Hawaiian Blue' hoodies and
sympathised with the unlucky few who
had just returned from the geography
trip at 2.00am.

Upon arrival at Swansea University, we were
allocated our room keys and the brave
carried their bags up the stairs, the less
athletically inclined queued up to use the
single lift. Following a packed lunch we were
issued with equipment and piled into four
minibuses to head for Bracelet Bay and our
sheltered shore transect.

Hiking boots and wellies turned out to be a
must on the slippery rocks. Even with sturdy
footwear, the frame quadrats and cross staffs
helped many to avoid falling into rock pools.
The unlucky were carrying pacer tapes
which, although vital for the transect, didn't
really help you keep your balance. Once
some members of the group were slightly
soggy we began identifying species on the
lower shore. On our record sheets misspelled
Latin names were followed by question
marks until passing teachers could confirm
tentative identifications. Slowly but surely
we worked up the shore, cataloguing limpets
and barnacles along with endless species of
seaweed. At the end of it, we were able to
treat ourselves to a lovely ice cream at the
café on the headland.

After returning to the university we spent
some time on the beach and then had a
generous dinner and managed to pay
varying degrees of attention to the after-
dinner lectures. Those of us who had
collected adequate data were able to plot
some very pretty kite diagrams.

The following day, we were bussed to some
lovely sand dunes to study succession. It
was predictably windy with a less-than-
welcome rain shower, but we soldiered on.
After a short journey and lunch later we
arrived at our exposed shore transect location.
Whilst waiting for the tide to go out, many
clambered over the rocks, discovering rock-
pools and starfish. The less adventurous
retreated to the café. Eventually we all began
our transect from the top of the beach over
the barnacle-encrusted rocks to the water.
The initial rocks were decidedly daunting,
but at least one person from every group
made the intrepid journey.

Then back to the university for dinner and
another lecture. This time the main event
was choosing our coursework topics. It was
first-come first-served and competition was
fierce. Perhaps it was our passion for the
adaptations of molluscs and the Fucoid
seaweeds; perhaps it was a desire to get
the easiest possible project. Who knows?

The next day began in the computer room.
We began thrashing out the details of our
investigations and the equipment we would
require. At this point we began to research
our chosen species and write our
introduction. Following lunch we all divided
into groups depending on our place of
study and set off clutching equipment that
could not be left behind, on pain of death.

The weather was less than ideal and for many
the trial investigation was recorded on
sheets of paper that were damp no matter
how you tried to shield them; whilst walking
over rocks that were both slippery and sharp.
Your waterproof was your best friend.

Back on the buses, people who had collected
top-shells for observation clutched the trays
protectively or wedged them under seats
as we wound our way back to Swansea.
Once again, dinner, then computers for our
trial method evaluation. A frequent cry
was “My results show nothing!”

The next day, like the previous, began with
work in the computer rooms where lists of
equipment were drawn up. Lunch and a
determined optimism carried us to our
locations. Thankfully the weather was lovely.
It was warm and sunny, rendering counting
limpets or measuring seaweed, dare I say it,
enjoyable. People helped pacing tapes, took
pictures and recorded results for each other.

The main treat of the final night was, instead
of dinner at the university canteen, fish and
chips (or chicken nuggets) sitting on the
beach. Some lucky chippy was tasked with
making 45 such portions which were
couriered by volunteers (people Mr Knowles
picked) to the beach. The meal was lovely
and greasy, if slightly sandy. A fantastic
chocolate cake was had in celebration of
Megan Ross' birthday, followed by
roasting marshmallows over disposable
barbecues. Collectively we all huddled
around the tiny flames, attempting to toast
them to perfection. We gradually all drifted
into a game of loosely defined rules, in which
the object was to keep a rugby ball in the air
by any means possible. From there we played
games like Stuck-in-the-Mud and 40/40 It on
the flat sand. It culminated in a round of
British Bulldog and a run fully-clothed into
the sea. Following this we were shepherded
back with the stragglers picking up various
abandoned belongings such as shoes,
phones and iPods.

We had a wonderfully late start on the last
morning. Breakfast was followed by the
beginning of the analysis of results. The
painstaking steps of the statistical tests were
followed and prayers that the result allowed
for the rejection of the null hypothesis were
said. Not all were answered. But everyone got
out with the beginnings of their coursework
and more than anyone could ever want to
know about their chosen species.

At 1.00pm we left the university for home.
We’d collected huge amounts of data, learnt
(at least a little) biology, missed the last
week of school and had a whole lot of fun.

Margaret Young

Biology Field Trip to the Gower Peninsula


