School News,
Articles &
Events

Form 1
Invaders Day
On Monday 20th June, Form 1 was
invaded by a noisy and ruthless throng
of Romans and Vikings, signalling the
start of Activity Week in the Junior
School and the annual Form 1 Invaders
Day. Dressed in a variety of wonderful
and creative costumes, and carrying
weapons capable of serious damage,
the invaders set to work on a variety
of tasks aimed at helping the children
come to a better understanding of this
period of history.
One of the tasks was to make flapjacks.
Heroic Hutter writes “These were like the
ones my Mum makes but they also had
honey and dates in them. All my family
enjoyed them for tea that night.”
Another activity was to design and make a
Viking helmet. Heartless Hart writes “We
got a skin coloured face template and a
helmet template, cutting them out and
sticking them together in the right place.
After that, I got some gold strips of paper
and stuck them onto the helmet to make a
pattern. Williams, goddess of wisdom,
helped me secure the gold strips using
split pins. I then drew eyes and scars onto

the face, before sticking on some orange
coloured strips of paper to create a wild
and bushy beard.”
The final activity of the morning was to
make a dragon's head. Crafty Critchley
writes “I worked with Henry and it was
hard work. The colours we used were red
and gold. We started with the shape of the
dragon's head and then had to carefully
stick scales on by overlapping different
materials. We gave our dragon a golden eye,
then used shiny beads to add decoration
and a wooden bead for a staring pupil.”
Whiteley the Wise continues “We then went
for our Viking feast, which was delicious.
After that, Bigelow the Bold read us a Viking
Saga. It was called History Dudes: Vikings.
We also did a quiz and a questionnaire
before going off on a lunch time raid.”
The afternoon activity was a drama
workshop. Freeman the Ferocious writes
“We had to make an animal or an object
and I was paired with Heroic Hutter. Then
we were told to sit in a group. Six people
were picked to be Romans and the rest
were Celts. I was a Celt. We had a big
pretend fight. The Romans fought in their
tortoise formation and won the battle.
Then another six people were chosen and
the rest of us were split into four different
families in a Saxon village. I was in the

pottery family and had to act out my craft.
Suddenly, one of the chief's brothers died
and two members of the family had to
become human sacrifices to please the
gods. The other three people became monks,
who then tried to convert the rest of us to
Christianity. In the next activity, we were all
Anglo Saxons and we had to carefully make
our way through the woods to the village
next to ours. We ended up in the middle of
a Viking raid so we had to return to our own
village, it was really scary as we did not
want to be captured. In the next activity,
two people were picked to become Vikings
and I was one of them. We were blindfolded
and had to walk around the hall, pretending
it was a Saxon monastery, trying to capture
monks to take back to Scandinavia. I was
not very successful so none of the Vikings
cheered for me to become their leader.
Whilst the victorious Vikings returned to
Norway with their captured monks, I was
left behind in England.”
In summing up the day, Heroic Hutter
writes “I thought that Invaders Day was
great fun and I had a lovely time!” Peace
now remains in Form 1 until the next raid,
probably about the same time next year!
Luc Hutter, William Hart, Jack Critchley,
Tommy Whiteley and James Freeman
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Form 1 Team Building Day
On Thursday 9th September, 44 very
excited and nervous Form 1s came to
school wearing their PE kit. What do
you think we will do today? Are you
sure we are correctly dressed? were
just a couple of the cries.
The day involved working in small
groups incorporating a variety of team
building games and puzzles aimed at
testing ability to think and communicate
as part of a team. There was lots of fun,
laughter and the opportunity for
everyone to make a new friend or two.
Mrs Samson’s yummy marshmallow
challenge proved to be as popular as
ever. It involved us creating a strong,
tall tower using spaghetti instead of
bricks and marshmallow cement.
The crocodile swamp, led by Mrs Wilby,
gave us the opportunity to work with
our new friends as we worked out a
safe route across the crocodile infested
swamp! Due to amazing teamwork, all

of Form 1 survived this challenge with
all limbs intact!
Mrs Williams took us outside to work
as intelligent bomb disposal squads.
This involved working out how to
deactivate an explosive device by
correctly ordering five tyres on a stake.
Unfortunately, Mrs Williams was blown
up on several occasions, but we are
happy to report that she recovered
quickly with very little medical
intervention needed!
Our gappies, Miss Allman, Miss Smith and
Mr Windle, also enjoyed getting to know
the new Form 1s as they led the sheep
and pen challenge and the daring bench
walk. They all reported that they enjoyed
making many new friends!
The day once again proved to be a
huge success. Everyone made at least
one new friend and went home happy
to be at Freemen’s.
Natasha Herholdt

Healthy Eating

Earth Day

Autumn saw a new initiative to encourage children to eat
healthily and develop good ‘food behaviours’. The special
incentive scheme for Form 1 and Lower 2 pupils was called
Healthy Stars, and the aim was to add an element of fun to
healthy eating. Children were given one Healthy Star if they
chose two vegetables with lunch, and if both were eaten their
star was put by their name on the Healthy Stars board.

On Thursday 4th November, Junior School pupils came to school
dressed in green, not because they had all switched allegiance
to Gresham, but to celebrate Earth Day. There were some very
creative costumes, and even the staff went green for the day.
Pupils from the Senior School LEAF Club led the Junior School
assembly which was on an environmentally-aware theme. They
also organised lots of enjoyable activities for the Junior School
during the lunch break. We think it is important that pupils are
aware of environmental issues, and we are glad they managed
to have fun whilst learning.

Children who had eaten two vegetables at least three times a week
received a Broccoli Key Ring. Those who carried on eating their
vegetables until Christmas won a Lego chef. After Christmas,
Jolyon Knowles won the Healthy Stars Final main prize – a family
trip to Legoland presented by Mr Andrew Main, CEO of Aramark.
Mr Mike Holland
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Junior School Activity Weeks
This year the Junior School Activity Week
was expanded to include Upper and
Lower 3 pupils more than in previous
years. KS2 pupils had their Activity Week
in the last full week of June as usual –
followed by an Activity Fortnight for all
older pupils in the penultimate two weeks
of the year.
The KS2 week began with an inspiring talk
by Marlon Moncrieffe, a road and track
cyclist who brought along his national and
international medals to show to the pupils.
Later in the week we welcomed representatives
from Anti-Slavery International who spoke
to pupils about how slavery and child
labour still exists today.
Activities for the Lower Juniors included
a Bollywood Dance workshop as well as
a thought-provoking performance of Rev
It Up, which explored themes of inclusion,
acceptance and honesty. Form 1 began
the week dressed as Viking or Roman
invaders – and ended the week performing
their highly entertaining, energetic and
polished production of Nathan’s Nightmare.
Meanwhile Lower 2 pupils visited Leeds
Castle before exploring our very own
grounds as part of Big Camp, which was
great fun and extremely enjoyable as always.
Middle Juniors took part in an African

Drumming workshop, Upper 2 pupils had
an exciting Egyptian Day and Lower 3
pupils learnt how to cycle safely on real
roads during their ‘bikeability’ courses.
The week culminated with the Middle
Junior House Athletics which, unlike other
activities planned for the last half of term,
managed to take place without any
interference from the inclement weather…
Upper 3 and Lower 4 pupils enjoyed a wide
variety of activities during their Activity
Fortnight including Arts Days, Maths
Challenges, Team Building Events, First
Aid courses, Street Dance, Science Days
and educational trips out of school – in
addition to House Tennis, House Athletics
and the increasingly popular Save the
Children Tennis. Upper 3 pupils attended an
innovative and original workshop led by
Mr Metcalfe, using magic and story-telling
and culminating in the pupils making their
own, in most cases sturdy, carrier bags
made out of recycled paper.
The activity weeks were an exciting and
fitting way to end what has been an exciting,
busy and varied year and we hope that all
pupils enjoyed their activities, formed new
friendships, learnt new skills… and learnt
something new about themselves as well.
Mrs Louise Jowitt

Personal Social Health
Education in the Junior School
Young
Investigators’
Club
The Form 1 pupils thoroughly enjoyed
themselves this year. They did all
sorts of activities including making
bridges with spaghetti and
marshmallows, blowing giant
bubbles, dropping eggs on parachutes
off the balcony, firing water rockets
high into the air, growing crystals and
playing with cornflour mixtures, slime
and exploding flasks.
Mrs Helen Irwin

Highlights of the year include the thoughtprovoking and entertaining musical
performance of Rev It Up (starring one of
the finalists of How do you solve a problem like
Maria?) to our Lower Juniors in June and
the dramatic road safety presentation
performed to Upper 3 pupils in March,
during which extremely useful ‘real life’
lessons were learnt about sensible pedestrian
behaviour. After the performance, pupils
were invited to take to the stage in order
to re-run parts of the drama to show how
they could improve upon the characters’
behaviour. Noah Hewitt took on the
professional actors with confidence and
produced an accomplished and intelligent
performance – much to the enjoyment of
his peers. Well done Noah!

Also, various other extra activities (in
addition to weekly lessons) have taken
place, including talks by our local police
liaison officers, Study Skills workshops for
Lower 3 and Lower 4 pupils, First Aid
training for Lower 4 pupils, Puberty talks
for Upper 2 and Upper 3 pupils, Careers
talks for Lower and Upper 3 pupils, Lower
3 Bikeability and an extremely useful and
up-to-date talk about internet safety from
Mr Ken Corish.
Once again, we hope that the pupils have
learnt much from the various activities and
lessons they have experienced this year and
that these experiences prepare them for life
in the real world, equipping them to cope
with whatever the future has in store.
Mrs Louise Jowitt
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European Day
of Languages
Staff and pupils at Freemen’s showed great “joie de vivre”
as they celebrated European Day of Languages on Monday
27th September. The children’s costumes were inspirational,
original and most resourceful.
The day started with an assembly on the importance of language
learning, and we found out that 14 pupils in the Junior School
speak another language fluently. Many pupils entered a poster
competition and their entries adorned the Junior School foyer
along with balloons, banners and flags. The posters, which
the children designed, were impressive. One of the most original
entries was from Maria Carr, who had contacted people from all
around the world to tell them about our celebrations and the
significance of the day. Her poster was a collage of the 75 replies
she received in all the different languages.
The highlight of the day was the taster language sessions which
gave pupils the chance to try languages other than the three main
ones which we teach. Italian, Portuguese, Chinese and Russian
were all on offer and the classes were packed with enthusiastic
pupils taking their first steps in a new language. It was especially
rewarding to see that some of the taster classes were delivered by
Freemen’s students which made it an even more special
experience for the youngsters.
Mrs Sarah Hankin

Jennings Poetry
A fiercely poetic competition was battled out again this
year. Our winning performers for 2010 were Isabelle
Trubshaw: We’re Having Mad Weather; Ed Sharpe:
Octopus; Sarah Irwin: Gran Can You Rap; Ellie Howick:
If You Were Made Of Chocolate; Rachel Slater: Matilda.
Ms Fiona Moncur
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Lower 4 Ball
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Design and Technology Activity Week
During the activity week at the end of the Summer term, the DT
department arranged a number of events for pupils to undertake.
All of Upper 3 were involved in the Soccabot challenge, where they
built their own robots which then competed in a robot soccer
competition. It was an extremely busy activity with the pupils
building their robots in less than six hours – quite an achievement.
Those that finished went on and made small projects of their choice,
with name plates for their bedroom doors and paper aeroplanes
being particularly popular!
Upper 4 and Lower 5 pupils undertook a range of events. Surrey
Satro came in to do a problem solving day in which pupils built
bridges and Millennium wheels as well as working in groups to
solve mathematical problems. A small group of Lower 5 pupils
also built two radio controlled aircraft, but unfortunately, the

unusually windy conditions defeated our attempts to get them off
the ground. The pupils were also treated to a fascinating
demonstration of Mr Hearne’s new steam locomotive. The tension
was palpable as he primed the boiler ready for a run and we were
even treated to the sight of Mr Hearne in his best engine driver’s cap.
Mr Collier took a team to Dunsfold Aerodrome, home of the Top
Gear test track, to take part in the Greater London Heat of the
Greenpower challenge. It was the first outing for our car ‘Urban
Air’, the car which was bought with a very kind donation from
the FSA. Despite some hair-raising moments in the pits, the car
ran very well during the four hour race, completing 64 miles and
finishing in a very creditable 24th place.
Mr Alex Kew

From the Chaplain
This has been another busy year for the
Chaplaincy. The three Christian Unions
have continued to meet regularly.
The Seniors have met together every
Thursday (with lots of cake) to study
the Bible and look at questions such
as ‘Is there a God?’, ‘Is he really in
charge?’, and ‘Is there a plan?’.
They also looked together at ‘People who
encountered Jesus’, and what the Bible
says about coping with exams and stress.
The two Junior Christian Unions have
continued to meet weekly this year;
‘Focus’ for Form 1 to Lower 3, and a new
group ‘FROG’ (Forever Relying on God)
for Upper 3 and Lower 4. I am very
grateful to Mrs Cathy Ellis, a parent who
also works for ‘Spinnaker’ a Christian
organisation which works with schools,
and Mrs Leighton, for getting this going
so well this year.
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A group of staff have continued to meet
to pray every week, in addition to the
parents’ group which has met regularly
through the year.
The pattern of our school events has
continued to reflect our Christian
foundation. In December we held our six
carol services, kindly hosted by St Giles’
church; the combination of Scripture
readings telling the story of Jesus’ birth
along with exceptional music from the
choirs brought home again the essential
message of the Gospel. For City Visit the
whole school travelled to London once
again for our annual services in St
Lawrence Jewry. In May the Leavers’
Service was at St Giles’ church, always a
memorable – and emotional – occasion.
Our Christian ethos has continued to be
shown especially perhaps through our

giving to charity; the school continues to
raise an extraordinary amount for others
in needy situations, often making a
significant difference to individual’s
lives, helping change for the better.
Rev. Daniel Rutherford
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Pupils Mind the Gap
at Careers Convention
The Haywood Centre, Senior Assembly Hall, Ferndale Theatre, and Junior School
were buzzing on Thursday 18th November, as the School hosted its Careers, Education
and Gap Convention. This event, organised by the Careers Department, gave pupils
and parents from Freemen's and other local schools the opportunity to seek information
and advice from over 80 organisations. The careers information on offer included
accountancy, archaeology, architecture, art and design, dentistry, engineering,
journalism, law, marketing, medicine, osteopathy, performing arts, physiotherapy,
police, psychology, publishing, retail, scientific careers, teaching and veterinary.
Universities represented included Cambridge, Durham, London School of Economics,
Manchester, Nottingham, and Warwick. The gap providers who attended reflected
the breadth of gap opportunities on offer, including expeditions and adventures,
community development and sport. Comments received from pupils and parents
reflected how very useful the convention had been. Representatives emphasised
how pleasant, helpful, well-informed and well-prepared our pupils are.
Mr Bernard Hall

Best Chemist
in Surrey
Award 2010
On Wednesday 10th November, I
went to the University of Surrey in
Guildford for the 2010 Best Chemist
in Surrey competition.
I had already been awarded the Best
Chemist in the School prize, and this
short ceremony was to award these
certificates, and also to announce the
Best Chemist in Surrey competition.
The competition required entrants to
submit a piece of work they had done
outside of their respective Chemistry
or Science course and I submitted the
extended essay I had written on
pH changes in titrations for the
Baccalaureate. Although the winner
of this award was announced to be a
student from Charterhouse, I still felt
very honoured to have been chosen
by the School to represent them and
to be at the ceremony for this award.
We were made very welcome, and
after the prize-giving we were given
a tour of the university to show us all
that the University of Surrey does
down in Guildford.
It was a good afternoon out, and
well worth it to meet some other
Chemistry scholars hoping to study
Chemistry at university.
Martyn Holloway-Neville
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Debating News
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
FOR YOUNG DEBATERS

49th. Former Freemen's student and
debating veteran Patrick Kennedy turned
out in support and congratulated the teams
on their achievements.

3. THW limit gay rights protestors from
marching in areas which might provoke a
violent reaction (the most challenging for
the team, who finished fourth.)

A notable performance came from our
own Rachel Dunne who, out of the total
123 competitors, gained a respectable 29th
in overall speaker points.

4. THW allow judges to pardon those who
leak state secrets if they are deemed to be
in the public interest (the team agreed this
to be the best debate as they had strong
views on the topic and they gained a well
earned second place).

First-time debater Tom Jager said: "I
thoroughly enjoyed the day and look forward
to developing my skills for next year".
OXFORD UNION DEBATING

Freemen's entered three teams for the
prestigious International Competition for
Young Debaters (ICYD) on 29th January.
The team members, all in Upper 4, were
some of the youngest participants. Team A
consisted of Samuel Strijdom and Rosie
Shakerchi, team B were Thomas Jager and
Tom Clarke, and team C were Ellie Turner
and Rachel Dunne.
The event took place at the world renowned
University of Oxford, giving the competitors
a wonderful opportunity to experience what
it might be like to study there in the future.
There was a very useful debating
workshop at the beginning of the day for
all competitors. The Freemen's team said it
was a wonderful way to meet new people
and it helped to put them at ease for the
first debate.
The first motion, "This House believes that
Western governments should pay dictators
to stand down", had been released prior to
the competition. It was a very successful
debate and team C were awarded first place,
team A third place, and team B fourth.
The second motion, "This House would
legalise performance enhancing drugs" was
another which prompted an impassioned
response from our teams and this also
yielded very good results with team B,
team A and team C coming first, second
and third respectively.
In the final debate, our teams again put in a
solid effort to gain excellent scores in "This
House would enforce the death punishment
for serious crime" with the B team first, the
C team third and the A team fourth.
After a long day all 64 teams waited in
anticipation for the final results. There were
wonderful results for Freemen's with the B
team 20th, the C team 23rd and the A team
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The team conducted themselves admirably,
working effectively under time pressure –
having only 15 minutes preparation
allowed for each motion. They faced some
excellent teams, including Eton College
and KCS, and were a credit to the School.
DURHAM SCHOOLS' DEBATING COMPETITION

Margaret Young and Catherine Sadler,
both of Lower 6 won the South East
regional round of the Oxford Union
Schools' debating competition held at
Charterhouse School on 8th February.
The pair debated "This House believes that
government should fund university education
in its entirety" and "This House believes that
war in order to spread democracy is
justified". They won both debates decisively
and went on to win the entire round,
beating top independent schools from
Surrey, Hampshire and Hertfordshire.
This represents the pinnacle of our
debating achievement so far at
Freemen's. The girls have been involved
in competitive debating for five years
and thoroughly deserve this success.
Having won the South East regional round,
Margaret and Catherine progressed to the
Oxford Union Schools’ Finals Day on
Monday 14th March. The team debated:
1. THB that the Director-General of the
BBC should be an elected office (gaining
a respectable third against National
level opposition)
2. THW abandon all measures taken by the
state to protect and preserve the countryside
(another fiercely fought debate, the team
did very well to gain third place)

On the weekend of 19th and 20th March,
our A and B teams took part in the Durham
Schools' Debating Competition. The A team
of Margaret Young and Catherine Sadler,
and the B team of Zoe Rawson and Moya
Smith had a fantastic weekend in this
beautiful university city. They represented
the School very well and had a lot of fun
debating the challenging motions:
THW hold football clubs responsible for
the behaviour of their fans (A team placed
second and B team placed fourth)
THW change the Gender Reform Act to
enable all individuals to self-certify their
gender (both teams placed fourth)
THW fund revolutionary groups (both
teams placed second)
THW pay drug addicts to be sterilized
(A team placed second and B team
placed fourth)
THW abolish the 50/50 Catholic/Protestant
quota in the Northern Ireland police
service (this was a closed adjudication).
Mrs Amanda Trehearn
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Young Enterprise
STRATOSPHERE
As part of Young Enterprise, we have seen
a wide range of opportunities and skills
develop in the field of sales. The sales
department have looked at a number of key
ways in which our product can be developed
to appeal to a wide range of people and
also how to present our product to so
many people.

YOUNGSTERS REWARDED FOR
COMMITMENT TO ENTERPRISE
The School was one of five schools in Surrey
to be presented with a special plaque for a
commitment to Young Enterprise at the
Young Enterprise Surrey County Innovation
Awards on Friday 13th May by Jan Sharman
who is in charge of special projects for
Young Enterprise.
The award was given for an outstanding
commitment to the promotion of enterprise
and entrepreneurial education for young
people across their year groups and
engagement in a wide variety of activities.
We have developed an active partnership
with Young Enterprise over a number of
years and Young Enterprise highly values
these partnerships and wants to do more
to help showcase us as exemplars to other
schools and to business.
Freemen's has continued to be highly
committed to Young Enterprise as an
opportunity for Year 10 students to
experience a variety of activities involved
in running a company and to overcome
some real life problems which often include
communication, team work and dealing with
customers and suppliers. Those taking part
experience a great deal of personal growth
through the year and discover many things
about themselves and working with others.
Mr Adrian Parkin
P.A.C.E
As the managing director of the company
P.A.C.E., I have sat through countless twists
and turns that the company has taken since
our initial set up in September 2010. After
dealing with the primary shocks of how real

this business introduction really is, however,
things settled down, to become part of our
whole group’s everyday routine.
P.A.C.E. had not only become our company
name, but also our team’s promise to supply:
Personalised Articles, Customised Expertly.
The ‘articles’ we agreed upon originally
were towels, drawstring bags, and tracksuit
bottoms. The idea had formed due to a
want of items that were our own, and what
better way to do this than by having our
name on said item? Thus we had our own
unique selling point; everything looks
better personalised.
After finding out where we would be getting
our stock, setting up an account, and doing
everything that was asked of us, we set
about creating an advert – in which our cohead of operations showed us his skills as
a model (and his six pack).
With Christmas came two selling days; and
that meant that over half our stock of towels,
many bags, and a pair of trakkies or two were
completely gone from our ‘supply closet’.
After the holidays, we decided to re-think
our strategies, giving the other groups time
to catch up. We dropped the track-suits, and
had an unforgettable Easter sale – taking
over £100 profit in one sweet sale.
I am overjoyed by how well my company
members have worked throughout this
whole time; everyone has been a part of
the entire experience. With everything
from finance to sales running with such
organisation, preparation, intelligence and
dedication, it’s hard to believe that we still
had fun every single step of the way.

We had a promising start in September when
a decision was made quickly on what our
product was to be. This then allowed the
sales department a head start to look at ways
in how to sell our product. Sales first started
in mid-September when our sports
photography took off and created a
substantial amount of orders. Different
departments in the company worked very
closely through this time and a key number
of important team skills developed.
November saw us present at a number of
key sporting events and a school fencing
tournament. Sales made from these events
created a large amount of revenue and ideas
resulted from these tournaments which
developed into discussions at weekly
meetings. The discussion led to us teaming
up with a professional photographer so that
one of the key dates in our calendar – The
School Christmas Fair – could be targeted
on a greater scale. December also saw us
attend the ‘Exxon-Mobil fair’ where a key
opportunity was seen to increase sales. In
truth, sales dwindled but the fair meant
we learnt from our mistakes and changed
our ways in how we fronted events.
To boost income the decision was made that
sweets and other confectionery items were to
be sold at school. Important new skills also
derived from this idea and allowed the
sales department to see deeper into the
world of business.
We have seen how the sales side of business
is very competitive and we have learnt how
to deal with problems within it and how to
make the most of the opportunities that arise.
Alex Balderstone

Dan Sareen
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Prize Day
Prize Day on 7th July was, once again, a fantastic day of celebration
for the whole school. Exhibitions, concerts, productions and activities
were organised in classrooms and halls alongside the traditional
Prize Giving ceremonies in the Sports Hall. We were joined by the
Masters and Clerks of many of the Livery Companies and other
generous benefactors. The Junior Prize Giving was presided over
by the Deputy Chairman of Governors, Mr Roger Chadwick and
featured music and poetry from pupils along with a farewell video
for Lower 4. In the afternoon, the Lord Mayor, Alderman Michael
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Bear presented Prizes to senior pupils. The weather was not kind
to us; ‘Dunkirk spirit’ was alive and well in the Haywood Centre
and most managed to find somewhere to shelter to picnic. Staff
assurances that they had “never known a wet Prize Day” rang
hollow… A tremendous amount of work goes on behind the
scenes to show the School at its very best and this year was no
exception; from activities with the Economics department to Zoo
enclosures made by Upper 3, everything that is good about
Freemen’s was on display for all to see.
Mrs Vicky Buckman
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News from the Library
Another busy year for the library kicked
off in September with all pupils in Upper 3
choosing a free book through the national
Booked Up scheme.
In Autumn, there were competitions and
activities for Book Week with an Around the
World theme in early October including the
Travelling Book Fair on 5th October and
story telling in the Junior Library every lunch
time by teachers, librarians and Sixth Formers.
Book Week also saw the launch on their travels
of the Freemen’s bears – they have since
travelled many miles throughout the year.
Book swaps in the Senior and Junior Schools
were held regularly and were a fun way of
enabling pupils to find new reading material
at no cost!
In January, visiting author/artist Robert
Crowther showed junior pupils how he
creates his amazing pop-up books. Pupils
in Lower 2 were able to have a go at simple
mechanisms which linked with their Design
Technology lessons. The workshop sessions
were very successful, and the library now
holds a number of his intricate and colourful
books, plus pop-up books by other authors,
for pupils to enjoy.
World Book Day on 3rd March was celebrated
in numerous ways, including one of our

regular DEAR (Drop Everything And Read)
assemblies. In the Senior School the Interhouse Book Quiz was won by Whittington.
Junior pupils made figures from potatoes to
illustrate well-known book titles. Their
creative skills came to the fore with potatoheads representing The Hungry Caterpillar,
The Gruffalo, The Owl and the Pussycat, and
Winnie the Witch. An outstanding work of
ingenuity and patience featured One
Hundred and One Dalmatians made from
two large and many (if not 99) tiny potatoes
painted black and white, entered by
Freddie Cox.
All school staff now regularly post
information about books they are reading
for pleasure outside their offices or
classrooms. This is food for thought for
staff and pupils and shows what a reading
community we have at Freemen’s.
This year a plasma screen has been installed
in the Senior Library to show rolling BBC/Sky
news, topical events and library information.
Wall displays have also been topical,
featuring chemistry posters by Upper 5 on
medicines and materials; a display for the
Royal Wedding in April, and pages from the
Carnegie Medal (novels) and Greenaway
Medal (picture books) shortlists in July.
Mrs Sue Dawes

UK Mathematics Challenges
This year has yet again been an extremely
busy and successful one. Things started in
November when we entered the entire
Lower 6 Mathematics cohort along with a
few keen members from Upper 6 into the
Senior Mathematical Challenge. Questions,
as always, were of a challenging nature and
the negative marking ensures that
guesswork is not a healthy option.
Congratulations go to all 47 pupils who were
awarded certificates, but special
congratulations to Jason Ho, Thomas Sneller,
Martyn Holloway-Neville, Pheobe Tsang,
Kerrie-Lee Botha, Mark Whitehouse, Nichol
Tsang (Upper 6), and Jethro Au-Yeung,
Cheryl Lung and Vincent Tsang (Lower 6)
who all received Gold Certificates.
Jason Ho, Thomas Sneller and Martyn
Holloway-Neville all qualified through to the
Senior Mathematics Olympiad. This takes
the form of a grueling three hour exam of six
extremely challenging questions. All did

tremendously well and gained a certificate
of participation.
In February it was the turn for the
Intermediate Mathematics Challenge. We
entered 89 pupils from Upper 5, Lower 5 and
for the first time a few keen pupils from
Upper 4. 78 of our pupils received certificates.
From Upper 5, Matthew Hall, Steven Pilley
and Samuel Scott received Gold Certificates.
In Lower 5, Daniel Sareen, Ellie Irwin,
Isabelle Skertchly, Jamie Fernandez, Andrew
Headon, Rebecca Baker and William Lam
received Gold Certificates. All of the Upper
4 received certificates, with Masaaki
Umemoto, Blaise Sadler, Katy Griffin and
Rachel Dunne all gaining Gold Certificates.
From Upper 4, Masaaki Umemoto qualified
through to the Intermediate Mathematical
Olympiad. He performed superbly and
received a Merit. Rachel Dunne received a
Merit in the Grey Kangaroo with Blaise
Sadler and Katy Griffin receiving

Certificates of Participation.
From Lower and Upper 5, Steven Pilley,
Daniel Sareen, Matthew Hall and Ellie
Irwin qualified for the Pink Kangaroo and
all received Certificates of Participation.
In April the Junior Mathematics Challenge
took place. We entered 50 pupils from the
top sets in Lower 4 and Upper 3. 41 of the
pupils entered gained certificates with
Edward Barron, James Ellis, Edward England,
Jack Gamble, Samuel Ashbride, Elliot Cox,
Tatiana Dudnikova, Joshua Neville, Michael
Trubshaw, Nicholas Monioudis, Stephen
Cockrem and David Berry all receiving Gold
Certificates. Edward qualified through to the
Junior Mathematical Olympiad and did
extremely well in his first attempt at a
paper of this difficulty, receiving a
Certificate of Participation.
Mr Ewan Bramhall
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Charities

so the Junior School have improved the
lives of at least 253 people.

Every September each section of the School
chooses a charity to support. The emphasis
is often on local charities, and this year was
no different. Many are chosen on the basis of
a personal experience that has bought a pupil
or pupils in closer contact with the work of a
particular charity. As ever, there were a large
number of fund-raising events; some edible,
some not. A great deal of time, thought and
effort went into dreaming up events that not
only provided a good time for the participants
but raised money and awareness too.

Three Cheers for Cheers! (Upper 4)
This is an embryo charity founded by Miss
Gregory. Three Cheers for Cheers! is being
established to make annual gifts of shopping
tokens to adults in hospital over the
Christmas period. The aim is to help
alleviate poverty for some of the long term
sick and just to let others know that someone
is thinking of them. It is very much a local
charity run for the benefit of local people.
Upper 4 raised £1585.

The charities supported this year were:
Wheels for the World (Junior School)
This is a charity which restores and
distributes wheelchairs to disabled people in
other countries – mainly, but not exclusively,
in Africa. Old NHS wheelchairs and other
donated wheelchairs are refurbished by
prisoners at Parkhurst prison before being
shipped abroad. The charity is based in
Salisbury but has offices in Epsom. We raised
over £13,000 through sponsored events,
concerts, the talent shows and lots of nice
things to eat! Each wheelchair costs £50 and
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Teenage Cancer Trust (Lower 5)
The Teenage Cancer Trust is a charity which
provides support for teenagers with cancer.
From specialist units to better information,
making teenagers more aware of cancer
symptoms and providing support for
sufferers, the remit of the Teenage Cancer
Trust is very wide. It provides support to a
section of the community that is not always
well-catered for. Lower 5 raised £1450.
Rianna’s Fund (Upper 5)
When a young Ashtead resident, Rianna,
was killed in a tragic accident, her family
started Rianna’s Fund. It is a charity that

supports vulnerable children in Africa and
India. The charity is supporting a number of
projects at the present time including working
with orphaned children and renovating
schools in Kampala. Upper 5 raised £1028.
Dyscover (Sixth Form)
Dyscover is another local charity providing
support, encouragement and hope to those
with dysphasia. Dysphasia is the term given to
speech problems which can develop after brain
injury or illness. This charity supports both
sufferers and their families and provides
support, encouragement and practical therapies
to help those affected come to terms with their
condition. The Sixth Form raised £2050.
Rag Week this year raised £5300 which
was a new record. The week was funfilled, enormously helped by fabulous
weather, and generated some excellent
fancy dress costumes!
In addition, the School raised £420 for
the annual Poppy Appeal so the grand
total for charity fund-raising was
approximately £20,000; a marvellous
effort by all concerned.
Mrs Vicky Buckman
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Freddie Starr ate my particles!
The Institute of Physics runs three
competitions each year during March to
stretch the minds of Britain’s sharpest physics
students at GCSE, AS and A2 Levels.
Students have to think laterally and apply
their knowledge to totally new situations.
In all three competitions, Freemen’s gained
a record number of awards.

In the British Physics Olympiad, students
worked out the energy absorbed by the
atmosphere as a satellite returned to Earth,
along with the age of an old wooden boat
using carbon-dating. Matthew Hood and
Marcus Leung achieved a Bronze Class 2
award, whilst Nichol Tsang and Phoebe
Tsang received Bronze Class 1. Matthew
English, Tom Sneller and Jason Ho achieved
Silver awards, which is a real achievement
on this notoriously difficult paper. This
places Matthew, Tom and Jason in the top
300 out of all 1700 who sat the paper.

litre of snow. Bronze awards were won by
Nicola Abbott, Lucy Archer-Lock, Charlotte
Bader, Hannah Bennett, Louise Bluck,
Andrew Brinkworth, Gabrielle Cox, Oscar
Coyle, Alexander Culhane, Marcus Dawes,
Sarah Du Plessis, Laura Else, William English,
Jessica Filby, Callum Gathercole, Lauren
Gordon, Matthew Hall, Thomas Heasman,

The AS Physics Competition required
students to analyse an 1849 experiment to
determine the speed of light using a rotating
cog and to calculate the change in frequency
of a photon as it moves downwards in the
Earth’s gravitational field. All who sat this
paper gained an award. Bronze was awarded
to Charlie Buck, Kelly Chong, Sang-Min Lee,
Joshua Meeking, Henry Sawczyc, Robbie
Smart and Darcy Taranto. Silver awards
went to Jethro Au-Yeung, Sharon Chak, Josh
French, Jasper Hui, Jay Lau, Wilson Lee,
Mikhail Semenov, Luke Shakerchi, Vincent
Tsang, Teena Tse, Adrian Wai and Tracy Wu.
The highest mark was awarded to Edward
Walton, who has gained an impressive Gold
award along with a book prize from the
Institute of Physics.
In the GCSE Physics Challenge, pupils had
to apply Archimedes’ Principle to a tethered
buoyancy float and calculate the minimum
volume of hot water required to melt one

Philip MacDonald, Nicholas Mays, Branduff
McAllister, Rachel Mengham, Lawrence
Message, Lauren Rofe, Katie Rutherford,
Samuel Scott, Charlotte Sudell, Katherine
Walkling, Oliver West and Emily Wilkes.
The highest marks were awarded to Filip
Obel and Steven Pilley, who each received
a Silver award for their efforts.
The Physics Department is extremely pleased
with these results and would like to thank the
pupils for doing so well in these competitions.
Mr James Hallam

Freemen’s ‘Love Languages’ Competition
The School hosted its inaugural Love
Languages Competition on Monday 14th
February. The competition was themed
around 'likes and loves', and over 120 pupils
from 12 schools across the South East
attended to perform a five minute piece in
their chosen foreign language – either French,
German or Spanish – in front of a panel of
judges and a live audience.
The performances were performed with
brilliance and panache as the pupils
performed a version of blind date, café scenes,
poetry, rap songs, and a twist on stories
such as Romeo and Juliet and Cinderella.

Cendrillon and Aberdour School came
second with their performance of Une
Recontre Aveugle.
In the Years 7 and 8 category, Pennthorpe
School won with their performance of Home
Sweet Home and Manor House School came
second with Sale Conmigo.
The outcome of the competition was a
magical day of inspired performances, fluent
and authentic use of language and above all
great fun and good humour, and I congratulate
all competitors on excellent performances.
Mrs Sarah Hankin

In the Years 5 and 6 category, Ashford Friars
Prep School won with their performance of
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Duke of Edinburgh
This year we ‘enjoyed’ mixed weather
from the very hot to being completely
soaked and in true UK fashion, often
in the same day! Surrey Hills certainly
put on a lightning show for all to
remember; something I can promise
you I did not order!
The Bronze practice and final expeditions
took the Upper 4 pupils through the Surrey
Hills to Bentley Copse, Newlands Corner,
Ranmore Common, and over Leith Hill
and Box Hill.
The Silver groups honed their navigation
skills in the New Forest and the Gold teams
enjoyed spectacular weather in Wales. On
one day there was not a cloud in the sky
for a whole ten minutes; surely a record!
The sheep continued to greet our pupils
whilst they scale the heights of Pen y Fan,
Corn Du and Fan y Big.
In addition, our pupils have been
diligently working towards the skill, service,
physical and residential sections of their
award. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank everyone who has offered to
supervise pupils and sign their books.
Mr Drew Treloar
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GOLD – JULY 2011
In the summer we went on an expedition in
the Brecon Beacons, Wales. Some of us are
relatively new to the school and have never
done anything like the Duke of Edinburgh
before! However, we decided to challenge
our own limits and also to explore some of
the beautiful parts of the UK. After four
hours on the train we finally reached the
youth hostel where we were greeted by
our expedition supervisors, spectacular
scenery and many fluffy white sheep.
The expedition began the following morning
after a full breakfast, which we savoured
knowing we would not have a similar
chance for the next three mornings. We
were in high spirits when we set off but
quickly chose the wrong direction to go from
the hostel. After five minutes we understood
our mistake and turned back to the hostel.
Our supervisor seemed to be a little worried!
We learnt the valuable lesson to always
check our compass.
Our pace was fast until we reached the
bottom of a steep, huge mountain: Pen y
Fan. We literally climbed with our hands to
go up this mountain and had consumed all

our energy when we reached the peak. I
kept reminding myself this is the worst bit
of the day hoping I could overcome this.
However, the worst was yet to come. I got
a leg cramp on the way and had to walk
really slowly and rest frequently. My group
accompanied me all the way and supported
me mentally and physically in finishing
the rest of the journey for the first day.
In the campsite, we organised ourselves into
groups, some set up tents, some got food out
and others cooked. This division of labour
worked well throughout the whole journey
and our supervisor was very pleased with
this aspect.
Our weary journey continued on the next
morning. We walked through forests,
mountains and boggy grounds. Although
the route was a lot easier than the first day,
we came across different experiences
which were unforgettable. While we were
resting, a wild and infuriated dog was
howling and circling us. From its eyes, we
thought it best to leave. The dog urinated
on Sang-min’s backpack and chased him.
This became a joke for the rest of the day.
Sang-min had lunch on his own!
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“

It was
well worth
the effort as
the sense of
achievement
at the
finish was
fantastic

”

Day 3 was the toughest day because we got
lost for about two hours walking through
forests, negotiating rivers and climbing over
fences. Just 2 km from our destination we
strayed from the route, which resulted in
an extra two hour walk.
We were exhausted but persisted and further
developed our trust in each other. Finally,
Peter led us through the woods and we saw
a bridge; a TOF to tell us we were on the
right path.
On the last day, we rushed up to another peak
and ran down the mountain with our heavy
backpacks. We dared not to rest because the
final destination was so near. We were elated
to see the YHA knowing the end was in
sight. I couldn’t imagine we would make
it! This surely was a wild experience with
tears, sweat, and laughter along the way.
Peony Li
SILVER – JULY 2011
As the weekend of our practice expedition
grew closer, the weather forecast
unfortunately displayed a sudden heat wave
with the occasional heavy shower… This
left us unable to know what to pack, so with
a mixture of shorts, raincoats and fleeces in
our bags, we set off to the New Forest.
Our group was rather disorganised and our
route had to be re-written three times with
the help of Mr Bramhall. On our first day,
fairly confident that we knew where we were
going and how to use a compass, we set off
with Nick our supervisor. We made good
friends with him while he realised that we
were very grateful for his help. No sooner
had he let us walk solo we got incredibly
lost. We managed to deviate a little too far
from our planned route as we happily
wandered through the forest where every
path junction seemed to match somewhere
on the map. Two hours behind schedule and
our mood very much dampened, Libby

whipped out her watermelon that she had
been carrying around in her bag all morning!
Whilst tucking in and carefully studying the
remainder of the route we began to make
up a song. It was not exactly positive of the
experience but it certainly did raise our
moods especially as we invented different
verses based on the events of the day.
The next morning Mr Bramhall walked
with us helping us to revise basic map
reading skills and how to use a compass
more accurately! As a consequence the
second day was much easier than the first
and we did not get lost for most of the day.
Unfortunately, however, we were caught
out on the last stretch of the day and had
to re-think our approach.
The final day saw us learn from the mistakes
of the previous days and we found some
enthusiasm to power through the route.
Our team song and Katherine’s stories of
Harry Potter helped us to make it through
the forest incredibly pleased with ourselves
that we had not got lost at all for the day! I
will never forget the unbearable pain of my
feet during those last few hours, however
we managed to run to the end with a deep
sigh of relief as we threw our bags down for
the very last time. Throughout the few days
we certainly had the best team spirit and the
memories will stay with us forever.
Maia Penfold and Libby Wells
BRONZE – JUNE 2011
On the first two days of activity week 2011,
the Upper 4s set out to complete their
assessment for the bronze award. We awoke
to find it was the hottest day of the year so
far, around 33°C! This didn’t bode well, but
luckily everyone was sensible enough to
bring sun cream and extra water.
The first leg of the trek consisted of hiking up
Leith Hill, the highest point in south-east
England. Everyone found this difficult, but

soon realised it was nothing when faced with
the climb up to Ranmore Common in the
searing mid-day sun. Our group struggled
particularly at this point and succeeded in
having one member feeling sick halfway up,
and another feeling faint at the top. After an
inspiring pep-talk that included the
importance of keeping cool, hydrated and
nourished we continued on. Freya soldiered
on admirably even singing to cheer all of us
up. We eventually made it to the campsite
at about 4.00pm. After plenty of time to put
up our tents, we cooked ourselves dinner
(lukewarm pasta with tomato sauce) and
drank lots of hot chocolate before settling
down for some well-earned rest.
The second day dawned; pleasantly warm
and fortunately nowhere near as hot as the
previous day. We were determined not to be
lulled into a false sense of security as we
realised that we were faced with another
gruelling climb up Box Hill. This turned out
to be as bad (if not worse) than expected.
We took our time at a measured pace and
managed to survive without any incidents.
Sometime after Box Hill we were reminded
how unpredictable English weather can be
as it began to rain! Not just the usual rain
though, instead torrential rain accompanied
by thunder and lightning with huge
hailstones! We realised we seemed to be
right in the centre of the storm as the thunder
and lightening were happening at nearly
exactly the same time. It seemed we were
the lucky ones as one group witnessed a
lightning show they are not likely to forget.
After what felt like weeks of walking, our
group crossed Park Lane and had never been
so glad to see the Sixth Form centre! All the
groups made it and I’m sure that everyone
would agree that although it was difficult
it was well worth the effort as the sense of
achievement at the finish was fantastic.
Katie Collis
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House Chef
On Wednesday 6th July a steady stream of pupils arrived in Senior
Food Technology with their entries for the annual House Chef
competition. As usual the standard was extremely high and Mark
Fenwick, the judge kindly supplied by Aramark, had a difficult job
on his hands as he sampled every entry.
The winners in each category were:
Upper2

Rock cakes

Isabel Anderson

Lower 3

Decorated small cakes

Maisie Sareen

Upper 3

Shortbread

Maia Diffey

Lower 4

Bread rolls

Nathan Dunne

Upper 4

Cookies

Celia MacDonald

Lower 5

Victoria sandwich cake Alastair Cockrem

Upper 5 – Upper 6

Cupcakes

Lucy Archer-Lock

Well done to everyone who took part.
Mrs Margaret Smith

From Siberia to Freemen's
Rob Lilwell came to school on Wednesday 6th October and told
us of his 30,000 mile cycle ride which started in Siberia,
detoured via Australia and finished three years later. The talk was
supported by slides and personal anecdotes. In particular, Rob
mentioned how he was welcomed in Siberia with warnings
about how the bad weather would kill him. If he didn't freeze to
death then a bear would be bound to eat him and, if all else

failed the wolves would get him. He was living proof both of his
staying power and amazing resolve. Rob remained in school after
the talk to sign copies of his book for pupils. The talk offered a real
inspiration to the children not to be deterred by challenges.
As Rob said, “Taking the first step is often the hardest”. This
positive message was really appreciated by his audience.
Mrs Rowena Gregory

Careers Taster Day
Upper 4 and Lower 5 pupils were given their annual chance to
find out more about careers that interest them at the Careers
Taster Day on Thursday 30th June, when experts in various
industries visited Freemen’s to run workshops on accountancy,
architecture and construction, business and management, City
and financial markets, creative media, engineering, film and TV,

Upper 6 Chemistry
Olympiad Competition
The Chemistry Department continues to encourage its students
to enter this prestigious competition, organised by the Royal
Society of Chemistry, and this year the results were outstanding.
Out of a total of over 2000 entries nationwide only 182 gold
awards were made, and two of our students were included in
this number. They were Tom Sneller and Jason Ho. Trevor
Cheung, Matthew English and Martyn Holloway-Neville
achieved silver certificates and Marcus Leung and Mark
Whitehouse received bronze. It has been great fun to teach such
bright and enthusiastic students and they have our hearty
congratulations for doing so well!
Mrs Sarah Mitchell
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financial services, law, marketing / advertising / social and new
media, medicine and medical options, news journalism, and
performing arts. Pupils were able to choose three of these
workshops to attend, and they found the day both interesting
and useful.
Mr Bernard Hall
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Community Action Day
As part of Activities Fortnight the Lower 6
spent a day taking part in community
projects around Ashtead. Some students
went to Barnett Wood Infant School where
they helped out with sporting events such
as Kwik Cricket, whilst others assisted with
the children’s kite making exercise.

Another option was clearing bracken on
Ashtead Common; a laborious yet very
rewarding activity making an area of
common safe for the cattle to graze on.
Others undertook a number of tasks at
Lime Tree Court sheltered housing such as
gardening, serving tea, coffee and cakes to

the residents and running a bingo session.
Another group helped out in the library at
St Giles’ Infant School and with running a
sports afternoon. “It was a great day of fun
and teamwork” said Fred Fullman.
Mrs Elizabeth Newhouse

Business Studies News
After school on Wednesday 4th May, Mr
Simon Culhane, CEO of the Chartered
Institute for Securities and Investments,
came to school to run an interactive
workshop looking at Integrity at Work, with
a particular focus on the finance industry.
This is a hot topic for A-level Business
Studies, Economics and Ethics students,
and was attended by over 60 pupils. The
offer of doughnuts for all participants was
obviously an effective bribe…
However bribery was, perhaps, not a very
appropriate start to an event examining
workplace integrity! Mr Culhane started by
pointing out the position of London at the
top of the international league table of ‘good
places to do business’, and the fact that this
was based partly on the excellent skills base
available in the city, but also on the strong
image for integrity and fair dealing. He
explained the credit crunch and banking
crisis that led into the recession in 2007-08,
and the effect this had on the image of the
banking and finance industry – which
highlights the importance of restoring that
image, in order to ensure that London
remains a place in which international
businesses seek to do business. However,
finance of course is not alone here – he
pointed out comparisons with corruption

and unfair dealing in the sports world, and
even in the political sphere, with three exMPs being jailed for fiddling their expenses.
At this point, the students were given the
first of a series of ethical dilemmas to
consider, which placed them in the position
of a middle manager in a firm with a junior
member of staff who was offered a free ticket
to the first week of Wimbledon by a client.
They had to decide whether they would
allow their staff member to attend or not,
whether they would ask them to take it as
annual leave, or if they would decide to
pull rank, take the ticket and attend in their
place! They were given electronic voting
pads which recorded, ‘ask the audience’
style, the proportion voting for each option.
Then the scenario changed; now the junior
employee was offered tickets to the mens’
semi-final day with full corporate
hospitality thrown in – and it was interesting
how many more felt, in this case, that the
junior staff member should give up the ticket
to someone more senior in the organisation.
In the final scenario, the full hospitality was
offered to the CEO of the company – at
which point most felt that the CEO should
expect to attend as part of his or her role.
Mr Culhane led the students in an interesting
discussion about why they felt differently

in each of these cases, and what might be
reasonable to expect of employees at
different levels in the organisation, and the
stage at which corporate hospitality might
become a bribe. We learnt about the new
Bribery Act (in effect from July) and the
UN’s graph of a global view of corruption
perceptions – in which the UK does not fare
too badly, but still comes significantly behind
the Scandinavian countries and Singapore.
Two further business dilemmas followed,
one dealing with unexpected access to a
competitor’s data when tendering for a
business contract and the other to do with an
‘inflated’ CV. Both were based on real cases
which resulted in fairly drastic action
being taken to protect the integrity of the
business. Such responses also help to protect
the internal culture of the organisations, so
that the employees can also see and
respond to the open convergence towards
what Mr Culhane summarised as ‘HOT-F’
– Honesty, Openness, Transparency and
Fairness – as the basis of the way in which
they conduct their business. What could be
more appropriate, for a City of London
school, than to end with the motto of the
London Stock Exchange:
MY WORD IS MY BOND
Mrs Penny Brooks
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Food Technology Activity Week
LOWER 5 MAKE BREAD BASED PIZZA AND A CHOICE OF DESSERT

LOWER 6 BAKE FOR THEIR COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY
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Goodbye Class of 2011
On Friday 27th May we said goodbye to the
Upper 6 as they signed off for study leave
with a day full of reminiscing, emotion, and
plenty of laughter.
The day started with a breakfast in the Old
Freemen's Clubhouse as pupils were officially
welcomed into the Association. There
followed a ‘This is Your Life... Class of
2011’ presentation compiled by Mrs Brooks

looking back at memories of their time at
School and current affairs of the time.
The Leavers' Service as always was very
emotional as Leavers received their bibles.
Fun was soon the order of the day as a concert
in the Ferndale Theatre lifted spirits before
the sun came out for the lunchtime BBQ.
As pupils drifted away to officially start
their study leave, thoughts turned to the

Leavers’ Ball as the dining hall was turned
into an elegant setting fit for the occasion.
A champagne reception on the terrace was
followed by a delightful three-course dinner
provided by Aramark. Entertainment
highlights were provided by a magician,
a caricaturist, and Graham and Lizzie's
Freemen's rap.
Mr Mike Holland
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National
Rugby
Barbarian
Over the Easter break, I travelled on the
Independent Schools’ Barbarians 2011
tour to Zimbabwe. After being involved
in all three games played during the
season in the UK, I continued by
participating equally heavily on a tour
which included wins against the
national schools side and Zimbabwe
U19s during their preparations for the
upcoming youth world cup in Italy.
The tour was a success on the pitch
with three wins from the four games
with the only defeat coming in the first
match. Off the pitch, we received a
warm welcome everywhere we went
in a fascinating and beautiful country.
The national Independent Schools’ side
were the first side to tour Zimbabwe
from the UK since 1998 but had nothing
but praise for their hosts upon return.
As part of the tour, the English side
participated in charity work in a Harare
township and took a coaching session
before distributing kit they had brought
with them for the participating kids.
Upon return to the UK, I was also
awarded the Head Coach’s Player Award
for Contribution on Tour – a fantastic
conclusion to a very impressive season
for Senior rugby at the school!
Peter Hyams
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Biology
Challenge
Nick Etherington, of Lower 5, attended
the 2011 Awards Ceremony for the
British Biology Olympiad and Biology
Challenge at the Royal Society in
London on Thursday 30th June.
Nick was one of five Freemen's pupils
who achieved a gold medal in the
Biology Challenge – the annual
competition for Years 9 and 10
organised by the Society of Biology. The
others were Nicola Elliott, Katy Griffin,
Nathalie Richards and Blaise Sadler.
However, Nick's score in the
competition was so high (he is the first
ever Freemen's pupil to gain a 'Top
Scorer' award for the Biology Challenge)
that he was one of the top few who
were invited to the Royal Society to
receive his medal from Professor Steve
Jones. There were over 22,000 entries
and Nick's result put him in the top 40.
Nick is a very able biologist and I am
very proud of his achievement. I am
also very jealous that he received his
medal from Professor Steve Jones who
is one of my heroes! I hope he enjoyed
the experience – he deserves it.
Mr Ian Knowles

Good School Guide Awards
The School was delighted to win six awards from the Good Schools Guide. The 2011
awards were made on the basis of results for the three years 2008, 2009 and 2010
combined, and on the basis of the popularity of each subject relative to similar schools,
and of the success that pupils achieve relative to other examinations they take.
The School won the 2011 Good Schools Guide:
GCSE Award for Girls taking Electronics at GCSE at an English School
GCSE Award for Girls taking Physics at GCSE at an English Independent School
GCSE Award for Boys taking Physics at GCSE at an English Independent School
A-level Award for Boys taking Psychology at AS-level at an English Independent School
A-level Award for Boys taking Physics at A-level at an English Independent School
A-level Award for Girls taking Physics at A-level at an English Independent School.
Mr Mike Collier, Head of Electronics, said: "The Electronics department are delighted
to have the success of girls taking GCSE Electronics recognised for the second time in
three years by The Good Schools Guide. There has been a steady increase in the
numbers of girls taking the subject in recent years despite the misperception that it is
the 'domain' of boys. Over the last five years 85% of girls have achieved A* grades with
the other 15% getting A grades and very narrowly missing out on the A*. The average
GCSE score has been 95%. Congratulations to them all."
Mr James Hallam, Head of Science and Physics, said: "I am delighted in the continued
success of our pupils in physics both at GCSE and A-level. They work with interest and
diligence and compare well against those in similar schools. I would also like to thank
the teachers of these pupils, who work hard to give the pupils the best possible
experience of physics."
Miss Joanna Vinall, Head of Psychology, was equally pleased saying: "I am delighted to
achieve this award for the second time. It reflects the hard work and dedication of both
the students and myself and highlights the contribution the psychology department
continues to make to the academic success of the school."
Mr Mike Holland
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2011 Academic Results
A-LEVEL RESULTS

PRE-U RESULTS

A* Grades as % of all A-level entries

33.8%

A* and A Grades as % of all A-level entries

74.6%

A* - B Grades as % of all A-level entries

90.1%

A* - C Grades as % of all A-level entries

98.5%

A-level Pass Rate (A* - E)

100.0%

UCAS Points per student

403.0

SUBJECT

D1 - D3

D1 - M3

Art & Design

40.0%

100.0%

Art & Design: Lens Based

50.0%

100.0

GRADES
A*

A* & A

A* – B

A* – C

100.0%

100.0%

74.1%

88.9%

96.3%

71.4%

85.7%

100.0%

75.8%

93.9%

97.0%

80.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

33.3%

66.7%

100.0%

77.8%

100.0%

100.0%

Art
Biology

37.0%

Business Studies
Chemistry

45.5%

Chinese
Classics
Design & Technology: Product Design

33.3%

Drama
Economics

18.5%

70.4%

81.5%

96.3%

Electronics

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

English Literature

53.8%

76.9%

92.3%

100.0%

French

44.4%

88.9%

100.0%

100.0%

Further Mathematics

84.6%

92.3%

92.3%

100.0%

Geography

30.8%

84.6%

100.0%

100.0%

33.3%

100.0%

100.0%

German
Government & Politics

14.3%

42.9%

57.1%

85.7%

History

72.7%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

Mathematics

41.1%

78.6%

87.5%

100.0%

Music

50.0%

50.0%

100.0%

100.0%

Physical Education

50.0%

50.0%

75.0%

100.0%

Physics

19.5%

73.2%

92.7%

97.6%

Psychology

30.8%

84.6%

92.3%

100.0%

66.7%

100.0%

75.0%

100.0%

Religious Studies
Spanish
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GCSE RESULTS
Average number of subjects taken per pupil

10

Pupils achieving five or more grades at A*-C

100.0%

GCSE pass rate (A* – C)

99.3%

A* & A Grades as % of all GCSE entries

82.4%

SUBJECT

GRADES
A* & A

A* – C

Art & Design: Fine Art

86.5%

100.0%

Art & Design: Photography

100.0%

100.0%

Biology

89.4%

100.0%

Chemistry

94.7%

100.0%

Design Technology: Resistant Materials

94.1%

100.0%

Drama

92.9%

100.0%

Electronics

93.8%

100.0%

English Language

68.1%

96.8%

English Literature

59.3%

100.0%

Food Technology

55.6%

100.0%

French

81.1%

100.0%

Geography

77.4%

100.0%

German

52.9%

100.0%

History

86.0%

100.0%

ICT

100.0%

100.0%

Latin Language

100.0%

100.0%

Latin Literature

55.6%

77.8%

Mathematics

94.7%

100.0%

Music

84.6%

100.0%

Photography

100.0%

100.0%

Physics

94.7%

100.0%

Religious Studies

81.3%

100.0%

Sociology

70.0%

100.0%

Spanish

77.8%

97.2%
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Tessa Abbott

Southampton

Medicine

Elena Artamonova

Trinity Saint David

Anthropology

James Ascough

Plymouth

Civil Engineering

Chloe Ashe

Kent

International Business

Jennifer Baldock

Bath

Psychology

Jessica Ball

RVET

Veterinary Medicine

Nicholas Bluck

Cardiff

Business Management

Kerri-Lee Botha

Warwick

Mathematics

Loretta Chan

Southampton

Law (International Legal Studies)

Yianni Charalambous

Birmingham

Business Management

Tsing Wah Cheung

Southampton

Medicine

Frances Cox

Bath

Mathematics

Sebastian Cox

Birmingham

Sport and Exercise Science

Oliver Crabtree

Loughborough

Systems Engineering

Hannah Davies

Exeter

Biological Sciences

Samuel Dean

Nottingham

History

Matthew English

Oxford

Physics

James Frewin

London School of Economics

Accounting and Finance

Oliver Garrod

Exeter

Economics with Econometrics

James Graham

Bath

Natural Sciences

Laura Grayling

Cambridge

History

Alexander Gregory

Loughborough

Mechanical Engineering

Frederick Grover

Birmingham

Physics with Particle Physics and Cosmology

Zoe Hamilton-Martin

Birmingham

Physiotherapy

Amelia Harman

Oxford

History

Peter Hatcher

Kent

Classical and Archaeological Studies

Natasha Hicks

Oxford Brookes

English

Shing Yan Ho

Imperial

Mathematics with Statistics for Finance

Edward Hodgson

Nottingham

English Studies

Martyn Holloway-Neville

Durham

Natural Sciences

Matthew Hood

Southampton

Electronic Engineering

Claire Humphreys

Portsmouth

Interior Design

Peter Hyams

Nottingham

Law

Rebecca Johns

Royal Holloway

Music

Matthew Johnston

Queen Mary's London

English

Hannah Kent

University College London

Law with Hispanic Law

Puitung Lai

London School of Economics

Law

Hoi Chun Lam

University College London

Economics

Angel Lau

Bath

Accounting and Finance

Alice Leake

Oxford

Experimental Psychology

Ka Yi Christy Lee

Nottingham

Management Studies

Marcus King Hung Leung

Imperial

Biomedical Engineering

Jonathan Lewis-Oliver

Exeter

Civil Engineering

Hoi Ming Li

Warwick

Law
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York

Mathematics

Lewis Main

Nottingham

Politics

Ho Yan Mak

London School of Economics

Accounting and Finance

Oliver Mays

Birmingham

Mechanical and Materials Engineering

Harriet Newhouse

Durham

Biology

Robyn Nicholson

Gloustershire

Business Management and Marketing Management
and Branding

Oliver Onions

Maastricht

Politics

Rebecca Phillips

Leeds

Textile Design

Benjamin Pooley

Bath

Physics

Matthew Proctor

Newcastle

Marine Zoology

Thomas Queen

Bath

Modern Languages and European Studies

Harriet Rainbow

Kings College London

English and French Law

Ben Reavley

Oxford

Philosophy, Politics and Economics

Hannah Sareen

Oxford Brookes

Psychology

Francesca Scott

Leeds

History

Elizabeth Sherwin

Birmingham

Medicine

William Simpson

Southampton

Biomedical Sciences

Natalie Smith

Exeter

Business and Management

Thomas Sneller

Oxford

Mathematics and Statistics

Anna Sparks

Leeds

Philosophy and Theology and Religious Studies

Andrew Stewart

Leeds Metropolitan

Film and Moving Image Production

Henry Swindell

Exeter

Philosophy and Political Economy

Simon Taylor

Nottingham

Mechanical Engineering

Ellen Timothy

Oxford

Music

Olivia Tomaselli

Durham

Psychology

Anthony Townsend

Nottingham

Mechanical Engineering

Nichol Chun Wai Tsang

Nottingham

Pharmacy

Tsz Wun Phoebe Tsang

University College London

Medical Physics

Daisy van der Vorm

Exeter

Modern Languages (2012 entry)

Jenkin van Zyl

Camberwell

Art Foundation

Victoria Wales

Nottingham

Psychology

Tsz Fung Jeffrey Wan

Imperial

Mathematics

Henry White

Lancaster

Geography

Chelsea Wilby

Kingston

Primary Teaching (Science)

Elise Wilkinson

Leeds

Politics and Sociology

Alexandra Willis

Exeter

Biological Sciences with Study Abroad

Chun Yin Andre Wong

Imperial

Mathematics with Statistics for Finance

Man Choi Wong

Warwick

Law

Oumeng Wu

Durham

Accounting and Finance

Ngan Ching Yeung

Bath

Accounting and Finance

Un San Yeung

University College London

Economics

Chun Hong Yick

Warwick

Economics

Katherine Zinser

Cambridge

History
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