TRIPS & VISITS

Form 1 Trip
to Bignor
Roman Villa
On Thursday 6th October Form 1 visited
Bignor Roman Villa. We walked amongst
first class Roman remains, we admired the
pride and craftsmanship that created
exquisite mosaic floors and we searched for
where the Roman designers signed their
work with a dolphin. We also saw mosaic
designs such as Venus and the reluctant
Cherub Gladiators, Ganymede being carried
off by the Eagle and the Four seasons.
Each group took part in a Roman workshop,
completing a range of hands on activities
including wool spinning, wax rubbings of
roman tiles and replica coins, writing on
wax tablets and creating mosaic designs
with colourful tiles. Some children enjoyed
spinning wool fibres into yarn and dressing
up in Roman tunics. This was followed by a
guided tour of the villa with a friendly and
knowledgeable member of the staff.
There was a large model of Bignor Roman
Villa which helped us to gain a sense of
proportion and scale. The Villa employed
many people, the North corridor, only one
third exposed is the longest on display in
the country and in full stretched the length
of three tennis courts.

LOWER 2

The trip helped us to gain a lively sense of
the Roman way of life. We learnt how
mosaics were created and about the process
of the Roman heating system (a hypocaust).
We put ourselves in Roman shoes and
imagined dining in luxury above the heated
hypocaust floor and even outside in the cold
temperatures fuelling the furnace to keep
your masters warm.
Mrs Samson

Form 1 Trip to see Charlotte’s Web
On Thursday 15th December 2011, Form
1 visited the Polka Theatre, Wimbledon
to watch their amazing production of E.
B. White’s classic tale Charlotte’s Web.
Casting a web of enchantment over both
pupils and staff, the story was brought to
life with magic, songs and unforgettable
characters.
Form 1 was amazed to find out that
Wilbur was no ordinary farmhouse pig!
They learnt he would do anything to
avoid ending up on the dinner table!
However, the children were encouraged
when help soon arrived from the most

unlikely of places… a spider’s web, in
the corner of the barn. As Wilbur grew
bigger and plumper, his friendship with
the tiny spider Charlotte grew too. But
the question was: how far would she go
to save her best friend?
Form 1 was left spellbound as they went
on to discover whether Charlotte and
Fern, the farmer’s daughter, were
actually able to save the “terrific” and
“radiant” Wilbur!
Mrs Catherine Williams

Leeds Castle
On Thursday 21st June an excited Lower
2 travelled to Leeds Castle in Kent.
When we arrived we went to a little
classroom to be told about the day. We were
split into two groups, and our group was
the first to tour the castle. We liked hearing
the stories about who had lived at Leeds
Castle and looking at the Tudor portraits.
Some of us decided we would like to live at
Leeds Castle!
After our picnic lunch it was our turn to
take part in the Tudor workshop. A few
lucky people were allowed to dress up as
characters in Henry VIII’s court. The
characters were servants and courtiers. We
acted out a play about Henry and his first
wife, Catherine of Aragon.
Then we went to the maze! We charged
in……and immediately got lost! Some of
the others who had arrived earlier helped
us get to the middle. Finally, we went into a
dark grotto which was very spooky.
Overall, everyone thought this was a great
visit and we really want to go there again
one day!
Abigail Dopson and Abby Graham-Maw
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LOWER 2

Residential Trip to Brenscombe
Outdoor Centre
On 15th June we went to Brenscombe
outdoor centre in Dorset. We were all
sooooo excited and didn’t even mind the
long journey! We had a stop at the service
station and had a doughnut!

That night we went on a night hike up to
Corfe Castle, it was very windy but great.
The next day we did air rifle shooting and
abseiling which was great fun. I got a
bullseye in shooting and I loved abseiling.

After lunch we went to settle in our rooms.
It was chaos in my room deciding who was
going in which bed. We then had free time
to play on the field with frisbies and tennis
balls, before our first activity which for me
was a low ropes course. We had to go round
on low rope obstacles and get a fairly heavy
goblet of water across the whole course. We
achieved it having had loads of fun. We
went and did pioneering next and made
bridges, which was followed by archery and
Miss Kempster joined us. We had a
competition and then went back for tea.

We had a rounders, cricket and football
match that night followed by a quiz. Our
team came second which was awesome.
The next day was the last and my group
did camp craft in the morning and project
team in the afternoon. In camp craft we
made marshmallows and bread. They were
yummy. In project team we played lots of
games.
We had a great weekend.Thank you to all
the teachers for making it even better.
Izzy Mitchell

UPPER 2

Trip to the Gunnersbury Museum
Although I felt out of place arriving at
School in my Victorian outfit, the minute
I stepped off the coach at Gunnersbury, I
fitted in with everyone else and the whole
atmosphere.
Gunnersbury is a massive and elegant
mansion, sitting in the middle of a gracious
park with duck ponds and big fields
surrounding it all. It is a typical large, grand
Victorian house and it is a lot bigger than I
had expected. It belonged to the Rothschild
family and we found out quite a lot about
them during our visit.
First we trooped round the enormous
grounds to reach our destination which was
the cold, draughty school room. We entered
with fear and anticipation. We marched
through the big, iron doors and took our
places behind a desk. We had to be silent and
we weren’t allowed to look at any of our
friends. An inspector was present so this was
a special day at the school. Ma’am took the
register by calling our last names. During the
morning we did a number of different
lessons such as geography, history, English,
arithmetic, reading and handwriting. We
even did a bit of P.E. but this was called
‘Drill’ in Victorian times and consisted of
exercises a bit like dancing. It was quite
peculiar to be honest.
The highlight of my morning came during
history. I made two vital mistakes when
answering questions and the teacher
decided that Natalia and I were to wear
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the dunce’s hat. Both of us had to stand in
the corner and we felt really ashamed.
I’m glad we don’t have to do that at our
school as it was very embarrassing
because everyone thought we were
stupid. Jo and Peter misbehaved in class
and so the teacher gave them the cane –
that was quite a scary moment! We could
hear their screams from outside the door
so I guess it was quite painful!
Next it was on to the kitchens. We were all
applying for a job as either a maid or an
under footman. Lottie, who was the
housekeeper at Gunnersbury, told us a lot
about the family who lived there and
secret tips for the chores we would have
to do around the house if we got the job.
Mr Armstrong was the butler and he
repeatedly told Lottie off for doing things
wrong which we all found quite amusing.
Some of the chores we learnt about were
washing and ironing the clothes and how
to help the cooks make the family’s meals.
It would have been a really long day for a
scullery maid as they had to get up at
about 5.00am and wouldn’t have gone to
sleep until the family had finished their
meal and gone to bed, at around 11.00pm
so they had to work very hard all day
long. It sounded exhausting to me.
We learnt about the food they ate, for
example, every meal they would have
fish, then joints of meat and vegetables.
For dessert they would quite often have
jellies or fruit pies. Some of the boys learnt

how to serve the food to the family when
they were dining.
We also learnt about the laundry and how
the clothes were washed. The ladies’
undergarments and white clothes were
put in a metal tub and stirred with some
soap, which would have been really
expensive in Victorian times so had to be
used very carefully. After that they were
taken out with tongs and put through
rollers before they were hung up to dry.
Next we saw the ironing. The irons were
big, black and heavy and shaped like a
triangle. As they were very hot from being
on an Aga, they had picked with a cloth.
It all looked far more difficult than the
electric irons that we have today. The one
good thing we found out about was that
the Rothschilds had put electricity in their
house and so no candles or lamps were
needed. This was quite a new thing to
have in Victorian times but it really made
a difference to the servants’ lives.
I really enjoyed my trip to Gunnersbury
and I learnt a lot about Victorian school
life. It was much stricter than today and
not a great deal of fun like life at our
school. I also discovered that cooking and
chores in Victorian times were really much
harder than they are for us now. Days
were long and the work was very tiring.
I have to say that I’m glad I was only a
Victorian girl for one day!
Katie Lyons

UPPER 2

Ashtead

Upper 2 looked at some local
environmental issues in Ashtead Village
and how we could improve them. We
also looked at the good environmental
points about Ashtead too.
During the term we split up into groups
of three and looked at a specific
environmental issue and how we could
improve it. We made different publicity
materials such as: posters, leaflets,
questionnaires, writing a letter to the
council and even songs! All of us really
enjoyed the topic!
Lewis Blake

Bough Beech
At Bough Beech we found out that the
water treatment process had eight stages.
The stages are:
1. Chlorination – The machines add chorine
to the water to kill bacteria
2. Screening – There are metal bars with tiny
holes in to stop all the fish, rubbish and
twigs getting through to the next stage
3. Clarification – The machines get rid of all
the clay, solids and all the sludge goes into
the sludge remover
4. Sand Filtration – The water goes into the
sand filters and the sand makes the water
slightly clearer
5. Carbon Filtration – The Carbon makes the
water totally clear and nearly good enough
to drink

6. UV Reactors – The UV Reactors get rid of
all germs in the water
7. THM Towers – Gets rid of any last little
bits of twigs, leaves, rubbish and pesticides
8. Quality Control – There is a computer
room to check if the water is completely
safe to drink. If it is then it gets sent to our
homes, and if it is not, it has to go through
the whole process again.
It takes four hours to complete the process.
The Reservoir is 1300m long and the the pipes
that get the water from the rivers go under the
dam, into the reservoir, and into the treatment
works. A whole family uses 560 litres of water
every single day and 30% of it is flushing the
toilet.

U10 Cheshire Rugby Tour 2012

Lewis Blake

At 7.00am on Friday 20th January all boys
from Upper 2 travelled to Cheshire for the
annual U10 Rugby Tour. The 28 boys arrived
at Terra Nova Preparatory School and were
treated to lunch before visiting Jodrell Bank,
the third largest steerable telescope in the
world. We then prepared for the first of
three fixtures over the weekend against Terra
Nova. Despite positive performances, two
narrow defeats followed as both the A and B
teams allowed the home side to use their
evasive skills to good effect.
Match tea, presentations and supper
followed before both sets of players
travelled to the Trafford Centre for a crazy
golf competition. The next day, we left Terra
Nova for Altrincham Kersal RFC where we
played Altrincham Preparatory School.
Superb tackling, rucking and organisation
from both the A and B teams highlighted
the productive games sessions we took part
in prior to the tour and although victory
eluded us, the progress and brand of rugby
on show was delightful.
A quick check in at our hotel ensured we
arrived at Manchester United’s Old Trafford
in good time for the tour of the stadium,
including the dug outs, dressing rooms,

players’ lounge and even a walk down the
tunnel! After a visit to the Megastore, we
went to Chill Factor, the largest indoor
snow facility in the UK where the boys had
sessions on the luge and tubes.

pupils’ good manners and their
determination on the pitch.

In our final fixture, against Sandbach RUFC,
both A and B teams were determined to get
a victory after two close encounters, and that
is certainly what they did. Both teams
played two fixtures at Sandbach and came
away with two victories whilst playing a
brand of rugby that was a delight to watch.
A final presentation and award ceremony
followed before pupils met current Sale
Sharks player Lee Imiolek and received a
signed picture. Lee later commented on the

A 200 mile trip back to Ashtead followed
and pupils ventured home with parents
after a superb weekend of rugby, friendship
and activities which they will remember for
some time to come and hopefully transfer
into future rugby fixtures too.
I would like to thank the staff who
accompanied the trip, Mr Buhagiar, Mr
Knowles, Mr Davies and Mr Watson, as
without their assistance the tour would not
have been as successful as I am sure all the
boys would agree.
Mr Andrew Bird
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LOWER 3

Trip to Milestones Museum
On Thursday 19th April Lower 3 visited
Milestones Museum in Basingstoke as part
of their History topic on Britain Since 1930.
The children explored a 1930s high street,
learning about the goods and services that
were available in that era. Their favourite
places were the bicycle shop, the
gramophone shop, the toy shop and, of
course, the sweet shop!
In addition the pupils listened to a talk
about life as a female factory worker at the
Thorneycroft Works – a vehicle
manufacturer located in Basingstoke –
during the Second World War. They also
viewed an exhibition of living rooms from

the 1930s to the 1970s and observed a huge
selection of everyday artefacts from the
past 80 years such as televisions and
computers. The highlight for many of the
children was the opportunity to dress up
in period costume from the 1930s and
1940s.
The pupils found out a great deal of
information about life in Britain since 1930
and were able to participate in a variety of
hands-on activities. The children had an
enjoyable day out and their behaviour was
impeccable as always.

Mr Simon Davies

Netball Super League
On Saturday 28th January the U10 and
U11 netball squads went to watch a very
exciting Super League netball match
between Surrey Storm and Loughborough
Lightning. We were amazed by how fast
they play. We got our programs signed by
the players and got to meet the Surrey
Storm mascot. Libby Thatcher and Sophie
Hamilton even joined in a netball shooting
competition. We were screaming extremely
loudly for Surrey Storm who won by 6843. We had our vuvuzelas at the ready for

UPPER 3

Visit Rochester

whenever Surrey Storm scored (which was
quite a lot!).
We really enjoyed watching Storm play
and have learned some really great tips
for our netball. A big thank you to Mrs
Bennett for organising the trip and to Mrs
Shaill, Mrs Whiteley, Mrs Clark and Miss
Ridley for also coming with us. We
couldn’t have had a more enjoyable time!
Lauren New and Libby Thatcher

On Tuesday 27th September, the
History, Politics and Sociology
Department took the whole of
Upper 3 to Rochester. The field trip
improves pupils’ understanding of
medieval England by visiting the
city’s remarkable castle, beautiful
cathedral and fascinating Civic
Hall Museum. The weather was
stunning and the groups gained a
much greater understanding of
castle building in the 12th Century
and the reasons for Rochester’s
importance to Romans and
Normans. The most fun was had
dressing up as monks and learning
about life in a monastery in the
Middle Ages. However, the idea of
a life of silence and poverty was
not to everyone’s liking.
Mr Alex Wright
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U12 Hockey Team return with more
than a stick of Blackpool Rock!
On Friday 9th March, the U12A Hockey team set off on their tour to Blackpool.
On our first day we played a very strong
team, Spratton Hall, who were U13s and
gave us a challenging game. Unfortunately
at the end of the match we lost 0-1.
The next day we took part in a tournament
at Arnold School, winning all the matches in
our pool apart from one draw. All of the
team played exceptionally well and scored
many goals only conceding one throughout
the first five games.
Having come second in our pool, we
proceeded to the semi-finals, playing Mary

Erskine School in a tough match which
finished 2-2. After five minutes of Golden
Goal time it was still a draw and we were
forced to decide the outcome of the match
with penalty shots. We were successful and
made it through to the final.

After winning the tournament the whole
team were on a high. We travelled to
Beachborough School in Buckinghamshire
and stayed overnight in the school. We
played a match on Sunday morning and we
were victorious yet again, winning 6-2.

In the final we played the school we had
previously drawn with, Cheadle Hulme, in
a pressured and nail biting game. We were
soon in the lead with two goals by half time.
At the final whistle we had won the match
by an amazing 3-0.

Overall the tour was a great success and we
all had an amazing time, coming back with
a trophy which had not been won by
Freemen's since 2004.

LOWER 4

Olivia Ball

Trip to the Victoria and Albert Museum
On Tuesday 29th November, Lower 4
visited the V&A Museum in London. It
was a very exciting trip. When we got
there, we couldn’t wait to get started.
We went around in our Maths sets, so
our group had Mrs Jowitt taking us
around the museum. Firstly, we went
into the Leighton Corridor and drew
some tiling patterns based on squares
and triangles on the floor. Then we went
into the Sandstone and Marble Screens
room. Sandstone and marble were used
instead of glass windows because they

let in the light and air but not too much
sun and heat. We had to copy some of
the screens, using isometric paper, and I
found this very difficult.
For the next activity after lunch, we went
into a room where objects such as The
Qur’an were kept. We looked carefully
and then answered written questions on
Islamic artefacts. We also had to draw
some prayer mats and write out in
Islamic writing: ‘The Lord is great’. Mr
Rutherford translated it for us as we

didn’t know what it meant. We were all
amazed, but then he told us the
translation was underneath the writing,
so he hadn’t translated it at all!
After all that, we went into the gift shop
where there were lots of lovely things. I
bought some clotted cream shortbread
which was delicious. Overall, I think
that the trip to the Victoria and Albert
museum was really good fun and I hope
I can go again with my family.
Isabelle Nash
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Junior School Ski Trip

In the February half term of 2012 a
mixed group of 47 from the Junior
School headed off for a week’s skiing
in Le Corbier, France. On the first day
the pupils were split into five groups:
total beginners, beginners, middle,
slow top and the top group.
Every day we skied for two hours in the
morning and three hours in the afternoon.
After a tiring day of skiing, every evening
there was a fun activity including a town
trail, bingo, getting ice creams, karaoke, bum
boarding and a disco.

On most of the days we had brilliant conditions
with blue skies, and amazing snow. On the
Wednesday we skied in a blizzard and it was a
bit scary but was still fantastic to have the
experience. On the Thursday the top group
took part in a giant slalom race and were
awarded badges for their achievements. The
other groups had progress tests set by their
instructors and the total beginners had the
challenge of completing a main run on the
slopes. At the end of the trip the teachers held
an awards ceremony to reward the
achievements of the pupils, the instructors, and
even one or two for themselves! Some of the

awards included: best coordinated ski outfit,
most organised (tidy) and most improved skier.
I’m pleased to say that there was a well-earned
reward for everyone.

We then went shopping in Cologne. On offer
were coffee shops, food, sunglasses, clothes
and flat caps. We then strolled down through
the Altstadt (old town) to the Chocolate
Museum. We had a tour including going into
a hot aired area where cocoa beans were
grown and we were able to crack them open
and eat them. We also were shown the
ingredients, the history and the machinery of
creating chocolate. We had a wafer dipped in
fresh melted Lindor chocolate as well.

We were on an open monorail train and it
was fast. It whizzed upside down at very
high speeds making for an all-round exciting
experience. Overall it was a great day.

Lower 4 Rhineland Trip
On 25th June the whole of Lower 4
went to the Rhineland, Germany. We
passed through five different countries;
England, France, Belgium, Holland and
Germany. Although the journey was
long, we passed the time with music,
games, chatting, singing, and making a
lot of noise and annoying the teachers!

Our accommodation was in Boppard and we
stayed at a hotel called Bergschlößchen.
When we arrived we went for a walk round
the town to familiarise ourselves with the
surroundings, and walked down to the lovely
river Rhine.
Our first activity was a boat trip along the
river Rhine. After disembarking from the boat
we made our way to the fairy tale castle
called Burg Eltz. The Burg Eltz was in a
beautiful valley surrounded by a vast forest.
We had to walk down a winding, never
ending path to reach the entrance to the castle
and had a long tour of the historic castle.
On Wednesday we went into the City of Köln
(Cologne) in the coaches and came to a halt in
the city centre, where the famous cathedral
was bombed in the war. We went into the
Cathedral to admire the architecture and the
modern stain glass windows. After looking at
the ground floor, we went to ascend the
tower, it was an exhausting journey to the top
of the tower, but we experienced a
marvellous view.
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On the last day we went to Phantasialand, a
hugely popular German theme park. The
highlight of the day was the Black Mamba.

Le Corbier 2012 for me will be very
memorable as it was my first ever Junior
School ski trip. It was absolutely incredible,
extremely fun and enjoyable. I would like to
thank all the teachers and instructors who
helped me progress in my skiing and made
the trip the best it could be for everyone.
Bring on 2013!

Freya Johnson

The trip was by far one of the best we have
experienced and was a lovely goodbye to the
Junior school. Thank you to all the staff on the
trip for making it so special.

Charlie Jowitt, Suzy May Lister,
Alex Taylor, Jack Mounfield, Joshua Stevens,
Noah Hewitt, Daniel Widdowson, Adi Nat,
Edward Lott and Eli Pooley

City Visit
FORM 1

On Friday 16th March Form 1 went on their
first ever City Visit to London. On the coach
I sat next to Amelie and Zara. Zara and I
looked for the City of London crest. Zara
found 100 crests but I only found 10. We
finally got to the church, which was called
St Lawrence Jewry.
We all lined up and our class went in first,
and all the other classes followed. The
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church was beautiful and I enjoyed looking
at all the windows. After we had all sat
down Mr Beach and Mr MacDonald walked
through the church doors in a long
procession. The service lasted 40 minutes
and we sang three songs. We also listened to
the choir singing two songs.
After the service we went into the
museum and looked at the remains of a
real Roman amphitheatre, and all of the
artefacts in the room.

FORM 1

LOWER 2

On Friday 16th March Form 1 went on
their first ever City Visit to London. When
we arrived we walked quite a long way to
St Lawrence Jewry. We sang Make Me A
Channel Of Your Peace. My favourite song
was Shine Jesus Shine because I like the
tune and the fast words. The last hymn
was Lord Of All Hopefulness.

When I woke up I was really excited. I had
been waiting all week for Friday to come.
My shoes were polished, my blazer was
clean, my hair was cut and I looked as
smart as I possibly could.

Finally we went into a theatre in
Wimbledon called The Colour House
Theatre and watched The Wizard of Oz.
After the performance we met the cast
and asked them questions. We even got to
sing a song from our Form 1 play to them.
They thought we were very good.

Next we drove to Wimbledon to watch a
play and eat our picnic lunch. We went into
the Colour House Theatre and watched The
Wizard of Oz. It was great! There was
singing, dancing and a real dog! On the
coach back to school I sat next to Rosie. We
played lots of games, and finally got back to
school at 4.00pm.
Samaya Bahsoun

and we sang lots of hymns and the vicar
said “we were made for singing!”
After the service we drove to the Tate
Modern, an art gallery on the banks of the
River Thames. Straight away we went to
the shop and bought some souvenirs – I
bought a jumbo pencil and pen, we then
had lunch in a special room.

On the way to London we had lots of
games to play such as ‘Trump’ cards and
we saw lots of interesting sites like the
Shard, the London Eye, the Brit Oval and
the Houses of Parliament. My favourite
building was the MI5 Headquarters.
When we arrived at St Lawrence Jewry at
Guildhall we went into the church and
looked at the amazing ceiling and stained
glass windows. There was a church service

After lunch we went around the gallery, I
thought there were some amazing pictures
and sculptures. My favourite picture made
my eyes go funny and I felt hypnotised! I
really enjoyed this visit to the Tate Modern.
City Visit was a very special day, I really
enjoyed it.
Thomas Whiteley

Amelie Hartley

UPPER 2
On 16th March we were all really excited
because the whole school was going on
City Visit. To pass away the time on the
journey we played a game where we had
to count how many things we could find
with our school crest on it. It was fun!

songs, attempting to keep quiet and
trying not to rustle our song sheets! I
loved all aspects of the church; especially
the organ as it was big, shiny and looked
like real gold.

the fire actually destroyed; the whole city
was in ruins. It was upsetting for us
watching it so I can’t imagine what it was
like back then.

The first stop was St Lawrence Jewry, the
official church of the Lord Mayor of
London. I thought that the church was
beautiful because the stained glass
windows were AMAZINGLY colourful
and they shone brightly in the sunlight.

Later we walked to the Museum of
London. We were split into two groups –
my group explored the galleries first, and
the other group looked around the shop.
The galleries show the story of London
from the 1700s to today. We read
interesting facts set out on little white
information cards about history. It was
like a giant timeline!

We watched all the teachers enter in their
gowns then listened to bible readings and
the Cantabile Choir. We had fun singing

One of the highlights was watching an
amazing film of the Great Fire of London.
We found out how much of London that

LOWER 3
As we sat in the coach, some of us
decided to have a good sing song. We
tried Found a Peanut, I Know a Song That
Gets on Your Nerves and finally the more
modern version of Ten in the Bed.

In the service there was a fair amount of
singing and a couple of speeches before
we filed out again and trundled along
back to the coaches. After a few more
songs and riddles we arrived in full
spirits at the Science Museum where we
were sorted into groups.

At the church, Cantabile members Libby
and some singers went in early to
rehearse. We had a quick run through of
both songs before the rest of the school
started to file in through the main doors.

After lunch we were given some
shopping time. I bought a cool torch and a
rubber for my sister. We then started to
find our way to the Imax Cinema. As we
walked in we were given a pair of 3D

Afterwards we walked around a display
of a Victorian street and it was like we
had travelled back in time! I found the
displays fascinating because it looked
really strange to see the funny shoes and
old Victorian dolls. We also saw a film
about Victorian life.
Overall I really enjoyed the Museum
because of the varied displays. There was
always something new around the corner

Anna Krnic

glasses to wear throughout the film. It
was like a normal cinema but with a giant
screen and surround sound; we were
watching Deep Sea.
To start with, people were screaming and
giggling at a jellyfish moving closer, and
when a giant squid attacked the camera,
everyone screamed like crazy.
That was an AWESOME City Visit.

Libby O’ Neill and Anna Vedikhina
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UPPER 3
At 8.00am on Friday 16th March, we
were all on our coaches heading to the
City of London for our annual City Visit.
Having only joined CLFS in September, I
had never been on one of these trips
before, and was very excited.
The coach dropped us off at St Lawrence
Jewry on Gresham Street, the official
church of the Lord Mayor of London. I
particularly like the beautiful stainedglass windows and shining white pillars.
We sang a few hymns and listened to
Cantabile sing some songs to us. We
finished with a prayer, and then it was
time for Upper 3 to leave for the Globe
Theatre.

UPPER 3
There we were standing outside of the
magnificent St Lawrence Jewry waiting
for the service to begin. It was City Visit
2012 and we were in the heart of London;
the City of London from where our
School was founded.
The church, looking better on the inside
than out, was full of magnificent statues,
saints and stained glass windows. The
white marble columns bounced light so
that it was hard to see outside, and the
sound around the space gave a shining
radiance to the church. After prayers,
hymns and a ‘sound bowl’ we were back
in the coach waiting for our next
destination.
We arrived at the Globe Theatre with
happy faces singing our versions of such

The coach took us to the Globe, but we
did not enter immediately; we walked
along the South Bank of the Thames for a
while first.
We walked past HMS Belfast and the
Tower of London until we came to a
sheltered place to eat lunch. Then we
made our way back to the Globe and,
having split into groups, spent ten
minutes looking around the gift shop.
Then our group leader showed us
around the theatre. It was amazing to
think that, even though this wasn’t the
original structure, it was almost exactly
the same as the building Shakespeare
performed in, with no roof, and beautiful
paintings above the stage. We looked
around the tiring house (backstage), the

songs as All-Star and Hakuna Matata. We
filled the streets of London with cheer.
We went on a calm walk along the River
Thames. Photo opportunities came and
went as we passed H.M.S Belfast and
saw the Shard and The London Eye in
the distance. For lunch we sat on an
amazing spiral, a really wide staircase. It
was like a whirlpool gradually sloping
down to the ground.
Next, we headed back to the Globe,
passing a huge number (understatement)
of pigeons on the way. Upon arrival,
again singing, we were excited to begin
our tour. An actor was our guide. He
showed us the inside of the Globe and
we even got to perform something on the
stage. We had to shout “Give me my
Armour!” as bloodthirstily as possible.

seats and on the stage itself. We then had
the chance to ask questions and take
pictures.
After learning more about Shakespeare’s
theatre, we were led to the new practice
rooms where we took part in a workshop
on the tragedy Macbeth. I found this
very interesting because we had been
learning about the play in English, and
we were shown many effective ways of
performing it, such as emphasising all
pronouns to make it clear to the audience
who you were talking about.
We had all had a great day and I for one
am really looking forward to next year’s
City Visit.

Isabel Lewis

differences of the Globe from a regular
theatre. Some interesting things were
that nearly 100% of the Globe was made
of wood. The seats, stage, stands, even
the pillars were painted to look like
marble but were actually wood!
The workshop came after that and it was
really fun. We had a warm-up , the
“mirror your partner’s action” game. We
then had some detective exercises where
you had to wriggle information out of
your partner without them being too
suspicious. Next we acted out a scene of
Macbeth in various different ways. That
concluded our drama workshop and City
Visit 2012. We went home still thinking
about an unforgettable day and honestly,
the best one I have been on!

Thomas Turner

Freemen's takes Politics to Westminster
The History, Politics and Sociology
Department visited the Palace of
Westminster on Wednesday 28th
September. The group of Lower 6 politics
students basked in the sunshine on the
banks of the Thames before enjoying a tour
of Parliament ending in the historic
Westminster Hall. The group then went to
Portcullis House and grilled the
Conservative MP for Somerset North,

After that, we had a talk about the

Jacob Rees-Mogg. The session saw the MP
strongly defend his views from a rightwing ideological perspective and few could
accuse him of populism as he supported
student tuition fees amongst other such
challenging policies. The students left
Westminster with a greater understanding
of the business of Parliament and the work
of MPs within Britain’s democracy.
Mr Alex Wright

Upper 4 bond at PGL
Wet and windy weather did nothing to dampen the spirits of the Upper 4
pupils during their PGL trip over the weekend of 16th to 18th September.
Activities included team building on Jacob's Ladder, rifle shooting and
enjoying the thrills and spills of a giant swing. Pizzas and a disco
contributed to the evening entertainment. A fun time was had by all and
pupils came away having made new friends.
Mrs Rowena Gregory
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UPPER 4

Visit to the National Army Museum
On Tuesday 31st January the History,
Politics and Sociology Department and
Upper 4 pupils visited the National
Army Museum, Chelsea. It is one of
London's best history museums. The
day focused on the British experiences
of fighting in the First World War with
pupils beginning the day with a lecture
showing aspects of the war illustrated
by items from the Museum's vast
collection of artefacts. The visit then
saw students visiting the Museum's
World Wars gallery, handling the
objects discussed in the talk and
meeting a soldier on leave from the
trenches for a question and answer
session. Pupils and staff enjoyed the
day and returned with a much greater
awareness of the conditions on the
Western front.
Mr Alex Wright

LOWER 5

Trip to Berlin
The annual German and History trip
saw 38 students and staff head to
Berlin in late June. The purpose of the
visit was to experience German culture
and practise speaking the language
whilst looking into aspects of the
country’s past. Berlin’s fascination lies
in its position at the centre of events
during the Third Reich and then the
Cold War. Going to Berlin allows the
visitor to better understand some of
the darker aspects of Germany’s past
whilst also experiencing the vibrancy
of the modern city.

Some of the highlights of the visit included
a guided visit to the German parliament
and a visit to the Sir Norman Foster
designed dome on the roof of the
Reichstag. The guides showed the students
how the structure was both a busy,
working building whilst also showing
aspects of its past with Russian graffiti
from 1945 on the walls intentionally
retained. The group was able to experience
the splendour of the city from the calmness
of a River Spree boat cruise as well as from
the lofty heights of the famous TV Tower
in Alexanderplatz. The group once again
ventured outside of the city to Potsdam

and the park and palace of Sanssouci
which was a relief from the intensity of the
city. The beauty of the park and the
exquisite palace of Frederick the Great
indicated positive elements of German
history, but a visit to the Wannsee
Conference House once again reminded
the group of the challenging nature of the
country’s past. Although the focus of the
visit was on cultural and academic topics,
we did still have time to enjoy ourselves.
There was time for shopping on the
Kurfurstendamm, coffee and cake as well
as a visit to see The Amazing Spiderman
starring former Freemen’s student Andrew
Garfield. The local twist
to this event was
provided by an interval
half-way through the
movie, much to the
surprise of all the British
students present.
The trip could not have
happened without the
enthusiasm and
commitment of
members of staff: Mrs
Liz Joss, Mrs Katherine
Edwards and late recruit
Miss Georgia Hill.
However, it was made
such fun, and a pleasure,
by the good-company
and interest of the
students who were a
credit to the School.
Mr Alex Wright
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Paying Respects to the Past
On Friday 7th October, the pupils of
Lower 5, along with a number of staff
and parents visited the Ypres Salient on
the annual Battlefields Trip. The day is
extremely long, but incredibly
rewarding, taking in some of the key
sites in a region which saw perhaps the
most consistently heavy fighting on the
Western Front during the Great War. The
group visited the recreated trenches at
Hill 60 before a guided tour of the
Memorial Museum at Passchendaele.

Time was spent in quiet contemplation
at the British and Commonwealth
Cemetary at Tyne Cot and then at
Langemarck commemorating German
war dead. After dinner, the group went
to the Menin Gate and witnessed the
daily playing of the Last Post. The group
was interested, excellent company and
nobody could fail to be moved by such
evidence of loss and suffering.
Mr Alex Wright

Physics in Engineering
Course

The course was a three day residential
course offered by The Smallpeice
Trust, and held at Reeds School in
October 2011.
I participated in this course because I can see
myself working in a career involving
engineering. Even if I do not, I will still have
a much better understanding of how
engines work and how to problem solve.
When I arrived at the venue, I was shown to
my room, which I shared with three school
friends: Elliot Cox, Nathan Dunne and Ollie
Minister. In the assembly hall we sat down
in pre-arranged groups, which were
numbered from one to ten. There were
around 50 pupils on the course and each
group had a supervisor.
Whilst on the course, most of our time was
devoted to 'Design and Make' projects,
which began with an electric car and after
that either a train or a very strong container
with strict specifications. We all worked to
create the electric car on the first day and the
groups were then combined to make two
large groups, one to design and build the
train and the other the container. I worked
on the train thereafter.

48

ASHTEADIAN MAGAZINE 2011-2012

Overall, the car took two hours and 45
minutes to build and the train took eight
hours and 50 minutes (including
presentation and testing). This may seem a
long time but we barely got any instructions
for the car and none at all for the train!
Every day we got two breaks of half an
hour. If we were not at break or working
directly on the projects, we would be in a
Master Class. This was a lesson/lecture on
different areas of physics and engineering eg
lasers. In total, we had five master classes of
around an hour. These classes were exciting,
interesting and they kept you listening. The
other sessions were on momentum,
radiation, vehicle engineering, and radar.
The evenings were filled with an activity of
some sort: DVD, sports etc. On the last
night, we had a formal dinner with very
good food and a disco until 11.00pm. This
was an exception, as most nights we went to
bed at 10.30pm.
The projects and each design task were very
different, which was beneficial as each
group had very different results and nobody
knew what would happen to each project
because of this. It was a competition to see

who had the best product and this
motivated all of us. On the penultimate day,
we set up exhibition stands and explained
our ideas about our train or container to
members of large engineering organisations.
The last day involved testing our products
and then presenting our projects to other
pupils working on the same project. The
winning presentations were selected to
exhibit their project and ideas to everyone
else on the course. After this, prizes and
certificates were awarded to groups. We
achieved an award for best teamwork.
Final thoughts
This was a good course because the leaders
tried to make us feel comfortable by putting
us in rooms with people we knew and
facilitated new friendships by putting us
with strangers in our design groups. I
gained social skills by working with people I
did not know and talking to them outside
the classroom. Additionally, I gained a
greater understanding of not only how
motors work but also about aerodynamics
and radar. I also feel that I learnt how to
problem solve and to think ‘outside the box’
when we had issues with the project.
John Morrison

Upper 5s go to War...
On Wednesday 7th December the
Historians of Upper 5 visited the Imperial
War Museum to investigate German antisemitism and 20th Century wars. The
morning saw the pupils attend a
preparation seminar on the Holocaust

TRIPS AND VISITS

with the Museum's Education Department
before visiting the Holocaust Exhibition.
After lunch, a short amount of time saw
the groups look at the standing exhibits on
the World Wars and post-1945 conflicts.
Although the day involved analysing

distressing events the group impressed the
Museum staff enormously with their
knowledge and awareness.

We went up a Hill and came
down a ... Hill

On Tuesday 20th and Thursday 22nd
September, the Upper 4s headed to the
Ryker’s car park at Mickleham and
then climbed the impressive slope from
Burford Bridge towards the summit of
Box Hill. En route, footpath erosion
measurements provided evidence of
problems and at the top vegetation
surveys using quadrats showed the
effects of trampling by tourists.

Capturing the outstanding view from
the Lookout by field sketching was
complete with some impressive results.
Packed lunch outside the café showed
us how effective litter bins can be as
well as the excellence of the local ice
cream. Studies of the management of
traffic, footpaths and woodland
showed us how the National Trust tries
to preserve the area and maintain it as

Mr Alex Wright

it is today. Descending by the steep
route to the Stepping Stones, we
completed our studies with some
views of the river Mole before
returning to the coach at the car park.
On both days we were fortunate to
have lovely weather and one and all
had a great day.
Mr Andrew McCleave

Luther Lecture
On Monday 20th February, the
History, Politics and Sociology
Department attended lectures in
London concerning Luther and
the German Reformation. The
series of talks saw presentations
on Lutheran Beliefs, Luther as a
religious leader, the reasons for
the spread of Lutheranism, why
the Reformation began in
Germany and why from 1517.
The talks were given by noted
academics Richard Rex, James
Clark and Alec Ryrie and were

pitched at a level to extend
the knowledge of the students
attending.
Such lecture days provide
students with up to date
knowledge from lecturers who
are authorities in their fields.
Also, the experience of lectures is
important for those going onto
university who will be taught in
this manner in the years to come.
Mr Alex Wright

CITY OF LONDON FREEMEN’S SCHOOL

49

TRIPS AND VISITS

Mini
Factory
Visit
On 2nd February, the Upper 6
economics students travelled to Oxford
to visit the Mini factory. We made it to
the factory for a 9.00am tour, in which
we saw the total production line of a
Mini from start to finish.
The factory is heavily automated and the tour
included wandering amongst the robots, and
nearly being caught by the spectacular sparks
as they weld the steel body parts together. We
were all fascinated by watching the robots in
action – it is hard to believe that they are not
alive as they perform intricate and delicate
movements.
After our tour guide, Terry, kitted us out in
Mini lab coats he took us into the showroom,
and we saw some of the famous Minis that
had been produced in the factory. There was
the millionth Mini to have been produced,
along with Michael Cain’s Mini from The
Italian Job.
We then entered the factory. There are
now 610 robots doing the majority of the
production jobs. Most of the machines come
from Germany and require ‘training’ or
programming when they reach the factory
through a teach pen system. Currently it only
takes 24 hours for a car to be made from start
to finish and this factory receives all the
complete individual parts, for example
pressed steel parts from the Swindon
factory which is 28 miles away.
On the second part of our tour we saw the
first human stage of the production line in
which they fitted the components of the car
including the seats, electronics, steering and
gear controls. This was done in small teams of
around three and each group had 68 seconds
to complete their individual stage of
production. There are also skilled technicians
who programme the robots. These jobs are
fairly secure, as the robots will always
require maintenance.
Most people agreed that the best part of the
tour was seeing the final stages of production
including the final car. This is where all the
interior options were fitted and is currently
still an example of manual labour in the
factory. It was decided that the best job was
the person who got to start the car for the first
time and drive it away. Over all the trip was
worthwhile and it was great to see business
economics in action.
Georgie Moore and Laura Koepke, with contributions
from Ivy Chan, Teena Tse, Zoe Rawson, Fred
Fullman, Peter Lam and Stephanie Oh
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Britain’s public finances:
past, present, future
Ten Sixth Form students attended
the Annual Public Lecture of the
Royal Economic Society at the
Bloomsbury Theatre in UCL on 14th
December. The aim is to bring the
best communicators in the
economics profession into contact
with a wide public and to show the
importance of top-quality economic
research.
This year’s speaker was the respected
British economist Robert Chote, Chair
of the Office of Budget Responsibility
whose duty it is to examine and report
on the sustainability of the public
finances. He took the students through
the purpose of public finances – why
governments tax, spend, lend and
borrow, and gave a detailed snapshot of
the current position of the UK’s public
finances, contrasting plans for spending
at approximately £26,000 per family
with expected tax revenue of around

£21,300 per family – the gap between
the two totalling around 8.4% of the
country’s GDP. He compared this with
the UK’s total public sector assets and
liabilities, and outlined the role of
analysis of the long-term prospects for
tax receipts in order to predict the
government’s ability to levy tax which
will cover their debts in the future.
Some interesting points emerged here –
for instance, projections of the amounts
to be raised by fuel duties are affected
and made less accurate by technological
improvements such as more efficient
engines, and improved fuel
consumption – cars need less fuel,
which is great for the drivers but
reduces the amount of fuel being
bought, and so lowers the amount of
tax revenue that the government have
to spend.

spending has to do to plug the gap in
their finances. He took us back as far as
the end of the 17th century to put the
current debt figures into an historical and
international context, and finally
contrasted the Coalition government’s
Plan A with the Opposition’s Plan B – but
was very careful not to comment on the
likely success of either of them. The
evaluation of their success, he said, he
would leave to the students to decide for
themselves.
The lecture was followed by a question
and answer session, covering questions
from prospects for the EU, the
effectiveness of Quantitative Easing and
of the Public Finance Initiative. Before
leaving the students were invited to join
a reception at which there was a chance
to speak to Mr Chote.
Mrs Penny Brooks

He went on to look at the current crisis
and the ‘repair job’ that government

Tacitus Lecture
Four Sixth form students, Peony Li,
Luke Shakerchi, Fred Fullman and
Dominic Holm-Kander, were given
the opportunity to attend the annual
Tacitus Lecture of the Worshipful
Company of World Traders which at
the Guildhall.
The speaker was Terry Smith, CEO of
Tullett Prebon plc who raised a number of
interesting questions, and gave a lot of
insights on the topics of the EU and the
banks. Starting with the question “Is
‘Occupy’ right?” he avoided some of the
political implications and headed straight
into the problems of the financial markets.
He declared that the current proposed
financial reforms simple did not go far
enough and that far tougher measures
would be required if there were not to be
a repeat of the crisis of 2008. His ideas
included forcing retail and commercial
arms of banks to be split rather than
firewalls being implemented, which he
described as ineffective. Fund platforms
and hedge funds also came under fire,
and inspired us to research a little more
into these areas. Smith concluded by
saying that he believed that free markets
were the answer and that less but tougher,

not more, government regulation was the
solution to the problems with the financial
markets. It was very interesting to see a
‘city insider’ call for stricter regulation
and the ‘inside view’ which he gave was
illuminating.
We also attended the reception in the Old
Library after the lecture, and had the

opportunity to speak with several of the
dignitaries attending the lecture,
including the school’s Chair of Governors
and Fergal Keane of the BBC. This gave us
a taste of the social networking which will
be a crucial element of our careers in the
future.
Luke Shakerchi and Peony Li
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LOWER 5

Physics Lecture
During activity fortnight, the Physics
Department took a group of 50 Lower
5 pupils to the Institute of Physics
Schools Lecture in Reigate. The
lecture was inspired by the
upcoming Olympic Games and was
entitled Physics and the Games: a
winning formula.
The lecturers worked in the exciting field of
sports engineering at Sheffield Hallam
University and they gave us a flavour of
their work and how it builds on GCSE and
A-level Physics. We saw that the optimum
release angle of a projectile, eg a javelin, is
45o, but that this is not possible for a long
jumper who cannot increase their angle
beyond approximately 33o.

They had spent years analysing the
performance of top sprinters and long
jumpers and found that the fastest runners
should jump the furthest. Extrapolating
the data shows that Usain Bolt should be
the greatest long jumper in the world and
that he should be able to reach an
incredible 9.9m!
We saw a fun demonstration of the frontal
area of a volunteer on a bicycle and how this
can be changed by riding style. This can
affect the friction caused by the wind, as can
body shape and helmet design. They also
explained why cyclists ride in lines and why
they swap positions in velodrome races.

on impact. Having analysed different
runners and their landing techniques, it
would seem that bare-foot runners land on
their toes, whereas those wearing trainers
land on their heels, which is not actually as
effective.
Our pupils followed the lecture well and
understood most of the theory covered. It
was good for all to see how the physics they
learn in the classroom is applied to real-life
scenarios and we hope that this allows them
to analyse the technical skill required to
perform at the highest level in the Olympics.
Mr James Hallam

The last topic covered involved trainers and
how they release energy and reduce forces

Sixth Form Ski Trip – Folgarida 2012

After everyone had made it to the
meeting point at Gatwick airport we
boarded the plane to Bologna in
conditions that were quite frankly
better for skiing than those forecast
in the Dolomites for the following
week. A coach ride up the winding
mountain passes took us to the
beautiful resort of Folgarida, nestled
in the centre of the Italian Dolomites.
Despite the lack of snow, there was still
enough to ski with most of the resort open,
however we hardly saw a cloud the whole
week with the ‘Val di Sole’ (Valley of the
Sun) living up to its name, which allowed us
to see some beautiful views. On the first
morning, we were on the slopes pretty
quickly after getting skis, poles and boots.
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There were some questionable decisions as
to who was put into which group, but
towards the end of the week it smoothed
itself out. That said, it is fair to say everyone
improved over the course of the trip,
whether it was the boarders for whom many
of them it was their first time skiing, Sang
Min who blew us all away with his superior
grace and style on the slopes, or even Mr
Retzlaff who learnt not to ski behind those
who make unpredictable movements. Our
instructors were outstanding. We were told
by those who had been on this trip before
that they were awesome and they hadn’t
lied! The instructors were absolutely
fantastic skiers; some of them had even
skied for Italy at junior levels.
Aside from the six days of brilliant skiing,
après ski also provided many highlights. Mr

Brooke retained his title in the ‘annual CLFS
ice skating race’ (although for various
reasons he is undecided whether to return to
the rink to defend his title again), Jim treated
us all to a heart-warming rendition of All by
Myself on karaoke night (bizarrely the
judges disagreed, mainly due to his fashion
sense) and the ‘natural sportsman’ also
managed to scrape a victory in the bowling
(although it could be said that his skiing
leaves something to be desired).
Overall, everyone thoroughly enjoyed
themselves and the presentation at the end
was slightly bittersweet as there were high
spirits but everyone was disappointed to
leave. Special thanks must go to Mr
Bloomer and Mr Retzlaff for organising the
whole trip which ran incredibly smoothly.
Steven Pilley
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Psychology trip to London Zoo
In November, the Lower 6 psychology
students went to London Zoo for a
Phobia & Hypnosis day. In the morning
session, John Clifford, a clinical
hypnotherapist, gave a talk to the
students about phobias. They learnt
about all the different types of phobias,
but in particular arachnophobia, and
about how extreme some phobias can be.
In one case, a young woman who had a
phobia of spiders tried to jump out of a
car driving on a motorway as she
suddenly saw a small spider on the
dashboard of the car.
As part of the A-level course, students learn
about different research methods, including
how to conduct observations. Prior to the

LOWER 6

trip, they had prepared structured
observations of two different types of
animals, including meerkats and monkeys.
Over lunch, the students conducted these
observations and experienced the
difficulties of trying to follow a meerkat as
it ran all around the enclosure!
In the afternoon session, the
hypnotherapist talked to students about
hypnosis as a treatment for phobias. The
group then experienced a hypnosis
session themselves, with the focus on
reducing fear of spiders. Afterwards,
students were given the chance to test out
the treatment by having the opportunity
to hold a tarantula.
Miss Joanna Vinall

Visit to London Zoo
For their AS Level coursework,
Lower 6 biologists have to visit a
place where a problem in the real
world is being solved using
biological methods and then write a
report on their observations.
We took the students to London Zoo in
January, and after an emergency
engineering works-affected train ride via
Victoria and a pleasant stroll through
Regents Park we arrived at the zoo in time
for our lecture. It was delivered by Dr Jon
Bielby, who is an amphibian conservationist
at the Zoological Society of London (ZSL).
He talked about the work he has been doing
on the effect of the fungal disease
Chytridiomycosis on various amphibian
species. His group has been investigating
whether or not this highly infectious disease
caused by the fungus Batrachochytrium
dendrobatidis (or Bd for short) is having an
effect on the population size of various
amphibians such as the Midwife Toad and
the Tyrrhenian Painted Frog.

how Globally Endangered (GE) they are.
An animal’s ED and GE score are put into a
formula to produce their EDGE score. The
scientists behind the EDGE programme
argue that we should concentrate our
conservation efforts and resources on
animals with the highest EDGE scores in
the interests of keeping genetic diversity.
Mr Ian Knowles

Lunch followed and then the students were
let loose in the zoo to look around and
contemplate other problems being solved,
such as how to enrich the lives of captive
animals, especially the predators.
The day ended with another interesting
talk, this time about the EDGE programme.
This is an initiative at the ZSL that provides
an objective means of deciding which
animals are most deserving of conservation
based on a combination of how
Evolutionarily Distinct (ED) they are and
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LOWER 6

Biology
Field Trip to
Swansea
On 30th June, 30 Lower 6 biologists
travelled down to Swansea, Wales, for the
annual biology field trip. Our hospitality
for the trip was provided by Swansea
University, where we stayed in the student
dorms. After unpacking the coach and
finding our own rooms we changed and
headed straight to the windy sand dunes to
learn all about succession.
The following day we woke bright
and early to head out to Bracelet Bay to
attempt to identify all the various types
of seaweed and animals that live on the
sheltered shore. After an initial shaky
start in determining the difference
between egg and bladder wrack we were
soon identifying all forms of life with no
issues... more or less. After eating our
delicious packed lunch of an onion bhaji
sandwich, we headed to Caswell bay –
the exposed shore – where all health
and safety regulations were forgotten
when we climbed the rocks to identify
all the different animals that lived on
the rocky shore.
The next day was the beginning of our
individual investigations. We all headed
out in our separate minibuses to our chosen
location to carry out the trial investigation.
The weather was against us from the
beginning. Torrential rains meant that
climbing up the rocks at Caswell Bay was
even more dangerous than the previous
day. In the computer rooms later we all
thought of how to improve our
investigations so that when we came to
look at our results later on they weren’t a
smudged, dissolving mess from the rain –
like our trial results.
On our final night we stayed indoors for
a Swansea themed quiz created by Mr
Knowles to escape the rain. The final day
was greeted with more rain and we tried
to stay upbeat on our walk from the bus to
the rocky shore through several verses of
Tomorrow from Annie. We all boarded the
coach for the homeward journey feeling a
bit worse for wear after suffering falling
off rocks and unrelenting rain but finally
we made it home alive with the lovely
thought of having to begin our coursework
over the summer.
Ellie Riley
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French exchange 2012
This year 29 Upper 4 pupils took part
in the French exchange. I absolutely
loved the French Exchange and would
give it five stars.
When the French students came to
England we welcomed them into the
school and took them to our homes. My
partner and I grew to become friends and
we found we had many things in common.
During the day he and the rest of the
exchangees would go sightseeing whilst
we stayed at school doing lessons as usual.
They had a very busy programme. They
visited Hampton Court Palace, went into
London and went to Windsor Castle. It
was a very 'royal programme'. On the
Saturday we went bowling at Guildford
Spectrum where we all mixed in and had a
great time, though the French wiped the
floor with most of us! On the Sunday we
went to see the Queen at the Royal Chapel
where I sing. On the Tuesday of their
leaving we all said our goodbyes, and then
spent the next week eagerly awaiting our
chance to go to France and an early start
to the holidays!
When we arrived in Lyon we were
greeted by our exchangees and led to
their homes. My partner’s family was
lovely and really made me feel at home.
As it had been in England, the French
students went to school in the day
whilst we went sightseeing.

On the Thursday we went to the Old
Town, which had an awesome sweet
shop, and we saw the basilica, which was
absolutely amazing. My family also took
me to one of the best restaurants in Lyon,
La Mercière. This was quite an experience
and the food was unbelievable. On Friday
we went to Croix-Rousse market which
was great, mainly because it was an
opportunity to chat to the locals and buy
lots of food, including my favourite cheese
which I spent the rest of the day gnawing
on. That was followed by an amazing
chocolate factory where we got to try all
the superb chocolate and hot chocolate
plus some of the best brioche I have ever
tasted! My highlight was the Roman ruins.
Two amphitheatres and a museum, the
amphitheatres and surrounding buildings
were in wonderful condition.
Over the weekend we went to a laser quest
which was good fun and full of good
natured cheating, and we all had a great
time, despite again losing terribly to the
French! I was taken to several more
restaurants and showed other parts of
Lyon and really had a good time, my
family could not have been nicer!
On Monday we went to Annecy. There
was an old castle, a beautiful view of the
mountains and the huge lake, on which we
had a wonderful boat tour that was
excellent fun, we had lunch in a crêperie

(pancake bar) which was great and I
thoroughly enjoyed trying a galette
(savoury pancake) and of course the well
known dessert crêpes.
On the Tuesday we had a school tour, saw
more of the old town, a silk museum, and
had a wonderful cookery session where
we cooked loads of new and interesting
dishes. The school seemed wonderful and
the architecture, particularly in the chapel
was brilliant.
On the Wednesday we said our goodbyes
and said we would try to see each other
again. I was quite sad it was over as I had
a great time.
Thank you to Miss Desouches, Mrs
Leighton and Mr Brooke for organising
the trip. The purpose of the trip was to
immerse us in French culture and improve
our linguistic skills. It succeeded on both
accounts. I learnt an awful lot about
French culture and I believe that my
exchange learnt an equal amount about
England. I learnt a lot about the language,
I picked up new vocabulary and my ear
for French improved which was great, I
enjoyed practising it, particularly with one
lady at the market when I managed to
understand most of it!

Thomas Jacobs
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German Exchange
2012 was an exciting year for the
German department as we introduced
our first ever exchange programme.
Our partner school is located in
Singen in the south west of Germany,
and the school, Hegau-Gymnasium,
is a successful grammar school.
The pupils met each other for the first time
last November when our partner school
visited for a week. There was great
excitement and anticipation as we awaited
their arrival. The Germans, for their part,
were quite nervous as they drove into the
park and saw lots of little people running
around in school uniform with blazers on –
something quite unheard of in Germany.
Alex Willcox wrote about the experience in
our languages magazine, LangMag,
explaining that “At first it was very, very
weird. We spent most of the first night watching
TV. I think we were both unsure what to actually
talk about, although I soon learned that Selina’s
English is incredibly good, especially compared to
my German!”

but by the end of that week
“On Sunday we had to get up really early; it was
almost still night. I got up and dressed warmly as
Selina’s bus was meant to leave at 5 o’clock. It was
delayed and we talked and laughed for a while.
When the bus finally arrived we said long goodbyes
and we waved after the bus for a long time. The
German Exchange students were gone already. I
found this experience really interesting and learned
a lot and I can’t wait until I get to go to Germany.”
The German pupils had really enjoyed visiting
all the sights of London and were able to enjoy
a day in school finding out about school life in
the UK. For many of the pupils, this was the
highlight of their trip.

Despite the worries which some pupils had
that their German would not be good enough,
the comments which we received from the
pupils on the way home, show how much the
their language really did improve.
Chris Richards commented “In the end, I was
very happy I decided to go on the exchange and
can take a lot away from the experience and feel
my German listening and speaking skills have
improved dramatically”
Mrs Sarah Hankin

In March, our pupils returned to Germany
accompanied by Mrs Hankin and Mr Wright.
The weather was perfect, our hosts were
charming and we found the programme of
visits which was organised to be varied and
entertaining. Our one day skiing trip was
without a doubt the highlight of our trip; blue
skies and empty slopes made it a really
memorable day for everyone from the
beginners to the advanced.

Howzat? Pretty Good Actually!
On the last day of term 24 boys (a 1st
XI and a development XI) departed to
Cape Town on a cricket tour in the
Western Province of South Africa.
For the first section of the tour the
pupils spent time in Somerset West
and Stellenbosch where pupils were
billeted with opposition host
families. This was a fantastic chance
for the boys to learn first hand about
South Africa and the culture from
people the same age as them, which
became a highlight of the trip for
many of the tourists.
Fixtures were held against Somerset
College, which led to two encouraging
narrow losses in a picturesque setting.
The pupils then played against an all
boys’ state school, Paul Roos
Gymnasium. The development team
again lost by the narrowest of margins,
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whilst the 1st XI fixture was rained off,
with a win in sight.
The tourists then travelled around the
Western Province to Cape Town, where
they experienced whale watching, climbing
Table Mountain, visiting Robben Island,
a safari park game drive and walking to
Cape Point. Each of these experiences was
gripping and each pupil was awestruck by
the beauty, history and diversity of Cape
Town. Whilst there pupils played in three
more fixtures, the highlight being a
day/night game against Bergvliet School
starting at 4.00pm and once the clock stuck
6.00pm the incredible floodlights turned
on. Both the 1st XI and the development
XI won their fixtures, and the experience
of playing under floodlights will stay
with the boys for a long time.
The tour culminated in a inter-Freemen's
fixture which was played in great spirit,

and after the game the boys tucked into
some hearty steaks cooked on a braii by
the coach driver who accompanied them
throughout the tour. A presentation
ceremony finished the evening with
James Howard and David Pilley being
joint voted as the development XI
players of the tour and Alex Culhane
voted as the 1st XI player of the tour. All
pupils returned safely on Thursday 27th
October to London Heathrow.
Whilst on tour the pupils displayed
characteristics of well rounded,
conscientious and inquisitive young
men and represented the school
fantastically well. A special mention to
Fred Davies (tour captain) who led by
example all tour.
Mr Jon Moore

Borneo
We arrived in Kuching on 7th July to begin
our journey through Borneo. We arrived at
the Rafflesia – our base of sorts – and took a
midnight stroll along the waterfront.
The next day we travelled by bus and boat to
Bako. We saw proboscis monkeys, some wild
boar, and macaques, which the park called
‘naughty monkeys’. We went for a walk
through the jungle to a small beach, where
we played ultimate frisbee and climbed
rocks. The reputation of the monkeys was
proved when one member of the team
attempted to take an ambitious photo of the
alpha male, and quickly retreated from the
snarling primate. After lunch we walked to
the top of a cliff overlooking a beautiful
beach where we enjoyed the view and ate
biscuits. When everyone arrived back we set
up our tents (as the monkeys had by now
gone to bed) and cooked dinner in the dark.
The next morning we went for an early walk
to a viewpoint to watch the sunrise - this did
not work so well as we were on the wrong
side of the island, but we still enjoyed the
silence and sights of the morning.
After packing up our tents we started our
3.5km trek through the trees, which took
longer than expected so we were all pleased
to find a waterfall near the end, where we all
dived in and cooled down, and some of the
boys displayed Tarzan-like qualities. After
we had got out of the pool, we continued our
trek to the beach. The beach was amazing,
and almost completely deserted, with golden
sands stretching out into the azure blue of
the sea. The water, sun-warmed to bath
temperature, provided ample opportunity
for games and relaxing, and when the boats
came to pick us up, we had thoroughly
enjoyed ourselves. The boats took us back to
Bako HQ where we rushed in to get our
bags, before rushing back out to continue our
journey back to the mainland.
The next day we flew to Miri and then
Limbang. The morning after we got a bus to

the literal end of the road. The road ended in
a small village consisting of a couple of crude
houses made out of corrugated iron sheets
and planks of wood, beside a river. The
longboats were one man wide and five long,
and were steered by skilled boatmen. Despite
their evident experience, due to the water
levels, the boats still needed to be pushed on
a fairly regular basis. This meant that
everyone had to get out of the boat and
inevitably a fair number of people fell over.
After the five hour boat journey, we all
scrambled up a bank and into the jungle at
the start of our 12km trek to Camp 5.
We arrived at the camp and were pleasantly
surprised to find that it was not simply a roof
over a concrete platform, as we had all been
expecting, but was instead a well kept area
with sleeping platforms, a dining area and
showers. We rose bright and early the next
morning to start our trip up the pinnacles.
The was the point in the trip that a number
of people had been dreading, but despite
fears, we all made it to the top without
incident. The climb was the hardest thing
most of us had ever done, and we all felt a
great feeling of accomplishment on reaching
the top. The views were spectacular and
miles could be seen in all directions, the view
only hampered by the occasional cloud
drifting over the treetops. The journey back
down was, if possible, even harder and took
longer than the journey up.
The next morning we were all groaning at
the protests of our leg muscles, but
nonetheless we started out on the 8.8km trek
back to the river without too much hassle.
On the boat ride we stopped off at the wind
caves which were amazing before moving on
to the Clearwater caves for lunch and a swim
in the freezing pool beneath the cliff face
which housed the caves. The formations in
the caves were amazing and it was
remarkable to think of the centuries that had
shaped the caverns in which we stood.
The next afternoon we went to see some local

caves called the Lang cave and the Deer cave.
The Lang cave was amazing because of the
formations, while the Deer cave was
memorable for the vast quantities of bats and
guano, and from the bat that fell in Sarah’s
hair. After the caves we settled down on
some outdoor tiered seating and waited for
the evening exodus of the bats. In total, we
saw roughly three million bats leaving, in lots
looping spirals that easily lasted half an hour.
After all this climbing and trekking, the time
had come for us to go to the project. We
collected our six crates of food and 12 cans of
paint from the Mulu Headquarters and set
off upriver in a longboat to the location of
the Long Iman tribe, a previously
cannibalistic remote jungle clan. Seeing the
area from the water we were already
surprised by how much more developed it
was than we had expected.
We set to work helping the tribesmen clear a
tree covered in massive soldier ants that had
fallen on to the tribe’s football pitch. From
then on the guys played football with the
young tribesmen every evening after work,
despite the huge rainstorms! This culminated
in Marcus, Steve, Frenchy, Alex and Ed being
asked to play on the ‘Free-iman’ team for the
big match against the team from the airport
on our last day. Although the match was
very tense, thanks to our distinct height
advantage, we won!
However it wasn’t all fun and games, and
we spent a lot of time every day doing tiring
work re-panelling and re-painting the tribe’s
pastor’s house, which is very special to
them. Despite a shaky start where we
weren’t sure if we actually had any
paintbrushes or tools, and one ruler between
ten people, both the ‘wood team’ and the
‘paint team’ worked hard and, partially due
to the intense rivalry between the two teams,
by the end of the third day the whole of the
upstairs had been completed, as well as the
whole outside of the house being painted.
On one of the days Sarah, Alice and Luke
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stood on planks of rotting wood suspended
over the staircase to paint the stairwell, but
this was nothing compared to the tribespeople who were walking precariously
around on the rusted roof of the veranda to
finish off the higher planks on the outside.
On the fourth day, the men decided to give us
an afternoon off and took us for a short walk
through the jungle to their own personal
waterfall. We all climbed up it and tried not
to be washed away by the huge jets of water!
The guys also competed to hold their breath
underwater for the longest, and we all
washed our hair in the river.
On our final day we went to the pastor’s
house to finish off the work. With wood
team members abdicating to help with the
painting it was soon done, even though there
was a very big panic that we’d run out of
paint halfway across the last wall! We
finished the whole job at 11am and were
congratulated by being offered battered fish
heads by the chief’s wife. In the afternoon
the deputy chief showed us how to make
animal traps for all different sizes of prey,
and we then went swimming in the raging
jungle river. In the evening we were invited
up to the church where the whole tribe
expressed their gratitude and presented us
each with palm heart necklaces and woven
bracelets. We were shown their traditional
dances, including a ‘porcupine dance’, and
were played a lot of their traditional music.
Some of us had their tribal regalia placed on
our heads, and we eventually all joined in
being taught some of their dances, until the
evening ended with us teaching them the
Macarena! We left very early the next
morning, and most of the tribe woke up
early to come and wave goodbye to us. After
a lot of very emotional hand-shaking with
our new friends, we eventually got into our
boat and went down the river to fly out of
the airport.
For our R&R we planned to stay in Miri, a
small city towards the East of Sarawak, near
to the sea. In Similajau National Park some
opted for air-conditioned rooms however, a
small number set up camp on the beach.
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After an exciting river cruise spotting some
crocodiles, fireflies and a civet, we lit a small
fire on the beach and fell asleep on roll mats
under the stars.
The following day we walked up Canada
Hill, a small mount overlooking Miri, for a
slightly cloudy, yet beautiful sunset. We
spent the following days exploring the local
temples, markets and restaurants, followed
by a 17 hour over night bus journey (with
some unfortunate travel sickness) back to
Kuching. On our last day we headed to
Semenggoh Nature Reserve, with the hope
we could spot some semi-wild orang utans.
We headed through the rainforest to the
viewing area, where a single lazy, orang utan
was swinging from a rope, feeding. He was
soon joined by a whole group of orang utans,
playing and swinging in the trees around
and above us. We also spotted a wellcamouflaged green viper coiled around a
nearby tree and a large, dead tarantula and
quickly headed back to Kuching.
On this trip there were both good and bad
experiences, which is what made it so
fantastic. It has definitely inspired a lot of the
group to go travelling in the future and
therefore I would encourage anyone to take
advantage of these trips. Thank you to
everyone who made it possible, because the
expedition to Borneo was a trip of a lifetime.

Alice Witt, Holly Stringfellow
and Sarah Du Plessis

