School News, Articles & Events
2012 Academic Results

A-LEVEL RESULTS 2012

PRE-U RESULTS 2012

A* Grades as % of all A-level entries

30.0%

GRADES

A* and A Grades as % of all A-level entries

71.3%

Grades D1-D3

44.0%

A* - B Grades as % of all A-level entries

91.1%

Grades D1-M3

92.0%

A* - C Grades as % of all A-level entries

97.2%

A-level Pass Rate (A* - E)

100%

UCAS Points per student

391.3

YEAR 11 GCSE RESULTS 2012
Average number of subjects taken per pupil

10

Pupils achieving five or more grades at A*-C

100%

GCSE pass rate (A*-C)

99.9%

A* & A Grades as % of all GCSE entries

83.3%

PRE-U SUBJECTS 2012
GRADES

SUBJECT

D1 - D3

D1 - M3

Art & Design

66.7%

100.0%

Literature in English

50.0%

90.9%

A-LEVEL SUBJECTS 2012
SUBJECT
SUBJECT

GRADES
A* & A
A* – B
50.0%
80.0%

A* – C

Art

A*
10.0%

Art: Photography

50.0%

50.0%

50.0%

100.0%

Biology

40.0%

77.1%

94.3%

97.1%

Business Studies

14.3%

71.4%

100.0%

100.0%

Chemistry

33.3%

77.8%

91.1%

100.0%

Chinese

5.9%

70.6%

100.0%

100.0%

50.0%

50.0%

80.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

Classics
Computing

20.0%

Design & Technology: Product Design
Drama

100.0%

33.3%

66.7%

100.0%

Economics

25.0%

90.0%

95.0%

95.0%

Electronics

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

44.4%

100.0%

100.0%

French
Further Mathematics

80.0%

90.0%

100.0%

100.0%

Geography

20.0%

73.3%

100.0%

100.0%

50.0%

100.0%

100.0%

Government and Politics
History

30.8%

92.3%

92.3%

92.3%

Mathematics

46.2%

84.6%

94.2%

98.1%

Music

25.0%

50.0%

100.0%

100.0%

11.1%

22.2%

66.7%

Physical Education
Physics

30.8%

64.1%

89.7%

97.4%

Psychology

25.0%

81.3%

100.0%

100.0%

66.7%

100.0%

83.3%

100.0%

Religious Studies
Spanish

16.7%

50.0%
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GCSE SUBJECTS
SUBJECT

GRADES
A* & A

A* – C

Art & Design

75.9%

100.0%

Art & Design: Photography

100.0%

100.0%

Biology

94.2%

100.0%

Chemistry

91.9%

100.0%

Computing

66.7%

100.0%

Design Technology: Resistant Materials

68.2%

100.0%

Drama

70.4%

100.0%

Electronics

100.0%

100.0%

English Language

72.4%

100.0%

English Literature

83.9%

100.0%

Food Technology

50.0%

100.0%

French

62.3%

98.1%

Geography

83.9%

100.0%

German

85.7%

100.0%

History

81.8%

100.0%

ICT

41.7%

100.0%

Latin Language

100.0%

100.0%

Latin Literature

100.0%

100.0%

Mathematics

83.9%

100.0%

Music

100.0%

100.0%

Physics

93.0%

100.0%

Religious Studies

92.3%

100.0%

Sociology

75.0%

100.0%

Spanish

87.5%

100.0%
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Upper 6 Destinations 2012
STUDENT

UNIVERSITY

SUBJECT

Katelyn Aitchison

University of Birmingham

Medicine

Sophie Al-Sharhan

Oxford Brookes University

Business and Marketing Management

Stephanie Anthony

Oxford University

History

Jethro Au-Yeung

Oxford University

Engineering

Jack Barnard

University of Liverpool

Veterinary Science

Abigail Bender

University of St Andrews

Biology and Psychology

Henry Bird

Lougborough University

Foundation Art and Design

Max Bower

Swansea University

Business Management

Isabelle Brook

University of Bristol

Biochemistry

Charlie Buck

University of York

Physics

Fiona Bull

University of East Anglia

History

Laura Bushnell

University of Bath

Mathematics

Sharon Chak

London School of Economics and Political Science

Actuarial Science

Garbo Chan

University of Warwick

Law and Business Studies

Ivy Chan

London School of Economics and Political Science

Management

Catriona Chick

London School of Business and Finance

Accounting

Kelly Chong

University of Nottingham

Pharmacy

Justin Chow

Lancaster University

Law

Lucy Cole

Durham University

Modern Languages

Sophie Dakin

University of Exeter

Exercise and Sport Sciences

Katy Daniels

University of Bath

Sociology

Chantal De Gaston-Cooper

Royal Holloway, University of London

French and Spanish

Thomas Derriman

University of Bath

Physics

Philip Earle

University of Birmingham

Geology

Benjamin Farrow

University of Exeter

Modern Languages

Rebecca Fenwick

University of Southampton

Medicine

Joshua French

Anglo European College of Chiropractic

Human Sciences (Chiropractic)

Charlotte Fryer

Durham University

Geography

Frederick Fullman

University of York

Economics

James Gallagher

Lancaster University

Computer Science

Charles Godfrey

University of Portsmouth

Biomedical Science

Gemma Golding

University of Bristol

Zoology

Jess Golding

City University

Speech and Language Therapy

Eleanor Hamilton

The Arts University College at Bournemouth

Fashion Design and Technology

Olivia Hogg

University of Birmingham

Biological Sciences

Kawai Hong

Durham University

Economics

Rebecca Howe

Oxford University

History

Jasper Hui

University College London

Economics

Nicholas Jackson

Oxford Brookes University

Business and Marketing Management

Lissea Jordan

UCA Epsom

Art and Design Foundation

Andrew Keenan

Heriot-Watt University

Mechanical and Energy Engineering

Laura Koepke

Oxford University

History and Economics

Alyson Lam

University of Sheffield

Architecture

Peter Lam

King's College London

Music

Jay Lau

Imperial College London

Physics
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Olivia Laverock

University of Southampton

Film and French

Wilson Lee

London School of Economics and Political Science

Economics

Matthew Leung

University of Exeter

Medical Imaging (Diagnostic Radiography)

Peony Li

University of Cambridge

Economics

Cheryl Lung

University of Hong Kong

Medicine

Joshua Meeking

University of Bath

Physics

Ariana Monioudis

Newcastle University

Architecture

Georgina Moore

University of Exeter

Mathematics with Economics

Sarah Moore

University of Hertfordshire

Sport and Exercise Science

Julian Moses

University of York

Computer Systems and Software Engineering

Vusumuzi Mtunzi

Swansea University

Engineering

James Nicholas

University of Bath

Natural Sciences

Sally Nicholls

Durham University

Biological Sciences

Stephanie Oh

University College London

Psychology

Lauren Parker

Newcastle University

Dentistry

Adam Playle

University of York

English

Zoe Rawson

University of Edinburgh

Geography

Philippa Ridgway

University of Leeds

Music

Megan Ross

University of Bath

Biology

Catherine Sadler

University of Bristol

Veterinary Science

Henry Sawczyc

Durham University

Natural Sciences

Mikhail Semenov

University College London

Physics

Luke Shakerchi

Oxford University

History

Thomas Skertchly

University of Bath

Economics

Robbie Smart

Durham University

Geography

Moya Smith

University of Nottingham

Law

Daniel Sperrin

Oxford University

English Language and Literature

Amelia Storr

University of Manchester

Criminology

William Straughan

University of Exeter

Economics with International Study

Cecilia Swindell

University of Birmingham

International Business

Cassandra Tan

Cardiff University

Biology

Darcy Taranto

University of Leeds

Music

Catherine Thynne

University of Birmingham

Modern Languages

Samuel Tresadern

University of Portsmouth

Business Studies

Vincent Tsang

Imperial College London

Mathematics and Statistics

Teena Tse

Durham University

Natural Sciences

William Vinter

University of East Anglia

Psychology

Adrian Wai

Imperial College London

Physics

Edward Walton

University of Cambridge

Natural Sciences

Ayesha Waugh

University of Bristol

Physiological Science

David Wells

University of Birmingham

History

James Wilson

University of Birmingham

Sport and Exercise Sciences

Samuel Wood

University of East Anglia

Medicine

Tracy Wu

Imperial College London

Chemical Engineering

Margaret Young

University of Cambridge

Natural Sciences
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Form 1 Team Building Day
On Friday 9th September 54 very excited
Form 1s arrived at school in their brand
new tracksuits, nervously anticipating the
day ahead. It was Team Building Day!

and marshmallow instead of cement. It
was reported that some of the
marshmallows ended up in tummies
rather than on the tower!

This was the children’s first week at
Freemen’s and some had arrived on Monday
not knowing anyone. Team Building Day is
an icebreaker; an opportunity for the
children to work in small groups
incorporating a variety of team building
games and puzzles aimed at testing their
ability to think and communicate as part of a
team. It’s a fun day where children make
many new friends.

The ever popular crocodile swamp was led
by Mrs Wilby. Pupils worked as a team to
find a safe route across the crocodile
infested swamp. Due to amazing
teamwork, we are happy to report that the
crocodiles did not gobble up any of Form 1.

Mrs Samson led the yummy marshmallow
challenge, ably assisted by Mr Du Plessis.
The challenge involved creating a strong,
tall tower using spaghetti instead of bricks

Our gappies, Miss Bigelow, Miss Graham
and Mr Moon also enjoyed getting to
know Form 1 as they led the Sheep and
Pen challenge and the daring Bench Walk.
Mrs Janet Wilby

Mrs Williams challenged the pupils to
work as intelligent bomb disposal squads.
This involved working out how to
deactivate an explosive device by correctly
ordering five tyres on a stake. Mrs
Williams survived the day intact and
thanks to fantastic cooperative work, she
was not blown up!

Form 1 Invaders Day
On the Form 1 Invaders Day, I went to
school in my Viking costume. I saw lots of
boys dressed as Roman and Viking
Warriors and girls dressed mostly as
Roman Goddesses.
Mrs Samson told us which groups we were
in. I was in group 6, which started the day
cooking with Mrs Heafford. We made
Invaders flapjack, which was great fun.
Next, we were sent to Mrs Williams’s
classroom to make some paper Viking
Warrior helmets. Mrs Williams cut out a
face from cream paper and a helmet from
black paper. We stuck the black helmet on
top of the oval shaped face. Afterwards we
decorated the helmet with golden strips,
which were meant to look like strips of
gold with gold studs. We drew eyes
through the eye holes and then drew on
the mouth. Finally, we made a beard by
curling the ends of strips of paper round

our pencils and gluing them on to the
bottom of the face. I was really pleased
with my warrior – he looked frightening!
After break, my group was sent to Mrs
Samson’s classroom, where we were told
how to make Viking paper dragon heads.
We stuck on arches of different types of red
and gold paper. We then made the eye by
using a gold round template of card and
stuck it on. Then we added sequins and
little beads to make the eye. All the dragon
heads looked very scary indeed. They
would look great on a long ship!

falling and stumbling through a forest near
a Viking town. The Vikings were making
scary noises and then when everyone was
nearly at the end of the pretend forest the
drama workshop teachers pretended to be
scary Vikings and roared ‘ROAR’.
Invaders Day was interesting, exciting and
I learned a lot about how both Saxons and
Vikings lived and worked. We all had
great fun and really enjoyed ourselves!
Amelia Rawling

After lunch, we went to Mrs Wilby’s
classroom to do peaceful colouring of a
Viking House until play time. Their houses
were very different to mine today!
In the afternoon we had a Drama
Workshop. It was so much fun. We had to
pretend that we were Saxons creeping,

CITY OF LONDON FREEMEN’S SCHOOL
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Young
Investigators
Club
The Young Investigators Club was held in
the Junior Science lab and was again very
popular with the Form 1 pupils. The pupils
mixed vinegar with bicarbonate of soda
and watched excitedly as the balloons over
the flasks blew up with the gas, and they
played with mixtures of corn flour and
water. They learnt how to blow bubbles
inside bubbles and how to cut up strips of
paper to make paper loops joined together.
They made bouncy balls from custard
powder and they dissolved the shells
around eggs and bounced the eggs as well.
The pupils seemed particularly to enjoy
the messier activities this year!
Mrs Helen Irwin

Lower 2 Mexicolore

14
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UPPER 2

Bible Workshop
On 24th February, Martin Dyer, from St. Giles' and St George's, led an
RE session on The Bible. I thought it was interesting and fun. As he
works at two churches, Mr Dyer told us many facts that we did not
know. He presented it very well and, at the start, he pretended that he
thought that the Bible was boring. He pointed out that his Bible was
long and brown! Then, as he read on, he found out that the Bible was
neither boring nor dull but interesting and instructive.
After that, he told us what was in the Bible. This part was my
favourite as we got to dress up as a character from the Bible. There
were men, women, kings, queens, baddies and giants! I first dressed
up as a warrior in a battle, but changed to a queen with a tiara. Finally
we were told that the Bible was God’s idea and the story of the world
from beginning to end. He made up an action to go with that so we
would remember it.
To finish, Sarah, Amber and Charlie showed Mr Dyer their advert for
the Bible (we had been producing them in RE lessons). He really
enjoyed it and thought it was funny. I really enjoyed his visit and
found it very interesting.
Stephanie Taylor

Personal
Social Health
Education in
the Junior
School

As we look back on an exciting year in
Junior School P.S.H.E., highlights include
the dramatic road safety presentation
performed by Collingwood Learning to
Upper 3 in Spring, during which extremely
useful ‘real life’ lessons were learned about
sensible pedestrian behaviour. We are very
grateful to Surrey County Council for
appointing Collingwood Learning to
deliver this ground-breaking road safety
education programme.

European Day of Languages

The Junior School was a fiesta of colour
on Monday 26th September, as pupils
donned international costumes to
celebrate the European Day of World
Languages. The Languages Department
organised a range of activities to mark
this annual event. A poster competition,
international greetings quiz, fashion
parade and European bakery, all helped
give the day a real buzz of excitement.
Pupils’ costumes drew inspiration from
world flags, traditional dress and
famous people from other countries. At
lunchtime pupils shopped at the
European bakery, but only if they could

ask for their purchases in French,
German or Spanish! Their enthusiasm
for the day was commendable, showing
that pupils really enjoy learning foreign
languages at Freemen’s.
Mrs Sarah Hankin

In addition to the weekly lessons, various
other activities have taken place including
Study Skills workshops for Lower 3 and
Lower 4 pupils, Puberty talks for Upper 2,
Lower 3 Bikeability and an extremely
useful and up-to-date talk about internet
safety talk for our Upper Juniors.
We hope that the pupils have learnt much
from the various activities they have
experienced this year and that these
experiences prepare them for life in the
real world, equipping them to cope with
whatever the future has in store.
Mrs Louise Jowitt

CITY OF LONDON FREEMEN’S SCHOOL
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

Activity
Week

We had two periods of ‘activity’ in the
Junior School; Key Stage 2 pupils had
their long-established Activity Week in
the middle of June, followed by a week
and a half of activities for Upper 3.
Lower 4 pupils, meanwhile, spent five
days in the Rhineland enjoying the
various cultural delights of the region.
The Key Stage 2 week began with a talk
by Nicky Vyvyan-Robinson, from
AnimalsAsia – one of the Junior
School’s charities. Nicky showed some
pictures of the various projects
undertaken by AnimalsAsia, giving us
an idea as to how the money we had
raised might be spent
Activities for the Lower Juniors
included watching a performance of
‘Go!’ – a topical Olympic-themed play
from a visiting theatre company; the
same company also performed a
literacy-themed play for Middle Juniors
later in the week. All pupils attended
African Drumming workshops as well
as inspiring talks by round-the-world
cyclist Matthew Blake. Form 1 pupils
ended the week performing their highly
entertaining and energetic production of
Uncle Crumble’s Time Machine.
Meanwhile Lower 2 pupils visited
Leeds Castle, Upper 2 pupils had an
Ancient Egyptian Day and Lower 3
pupils had great fun refining their Street
Dancing skills.
Upper 3 pupils enjoyed a wide variety
of activities during their Activity weeks,
including Science Days, Street Dance
and a Maths Fun Day – in addition to
the increasingly popular Save the
Children Tennis. Lower 4 spent most of
the Activity weeks away but still had
time to take part in ICT activities and
Maths challenges and to watch a film in
their first modern foreign language.
We hope that all pupils enjoyed their
activities, learned new skills…and
perhaps learned something new about
themselves as well.
Mrs Louise Jowitt
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Egyptian Day
UPPER 2

On Thursday 21st June, Upper 2 had their
annual Egyptian day. Everyone came to
school as usual but they had been
transported back into ancient Egyptian times.
Lots of activities kept everyone occupied.
Everyone came dressed as ancient
Egyptians. There were marvellous
mummies, quirky queens, stupendous
slaves, fantastic pharaohs and
extraordinary explorers. Everyone put so
much effort into their costumes and
makeup including all the teachers.
We had our photo taken and had to do an
Egyptian pose which was really funny and
exiting! I came dressed as an Egyptian
Queen wearing a beautiful dress, a golden
head-dress and some black eyeliner. I
really did start to feel like an Egyptian!
We were then divided into two groups;
group one went to the workshop first
while group two finished Egyptian board
games and got creative with sarcophagi. I
was in group two.
I learned that a sarcophagus is a case royal
mummies were put in. We had to neatly

cut out the base and the lid and fold the
edges in the right places. This was a real
challenge! Then we had to get some
coloured felt tip pens and delicately draw
a design with hieroglyphs which is
Egyptian writing. It was great fun. All the
designs were very pretty and interesting.
When the sarcophagi were finished we
had to finish our board games.

imagine what job we wanted to do in
ancient Egypt. I decided to be a jeweller so
I could make money by selling my jewels
to the pharaoh. They told us that in ancient
Egypt you would go and find scarab
beetles (dung beetles) and crush them and
get the dye to change the colour of the
jewellery. The god that jewellers worship
in ancient Egypt is a scarab beetle.

My partner and I worked together to make
a fun board game for children of all ages to
play. We made sure that there was a
strategy and exciting things happening. It
was based on explorers going through the
desert to try and get the treasure from
Tutankhamen’s pyramid. There were
question cards, 3D pyramids, exciting
rules, an oasis, a sandstorm and much
more. It is a great game to test your brain.
Everybody else’s board games were
amazing too!

In another part they picked people to be
actors. I was chosen and I was a guard. I
was really grateful they chose me and
found it really fun and exciting. We also
learned about Howard Carter which I
found really interesting.

After lunch, group two were told to go
into the workshop where we met Naw and
Suzie who are professional actors. We did
a cool warm up and then started the
workshop. In one of the parts we had to

It was a day to be remembered by all
Upper 2 pupils. It was a great success and
everyone managed to really feel like
Egyptians. All the teachers made sure
everyone had great fun doing all the
activities. We most likely had a better time
than the ancient Egyptians! We are so
lucky to be studying this interesting topic
and have our own Egyptian day.
Laura Stoakes

CITY OF LONDON FREEMEN’S SCHOOL
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If Language be the Food
of Love, Speak on!
Freemen’s hosted its second annual Love
Languages competition on 23rd February,
and we were delighted to win two awards.
The theme this year was Food and Drink
and 15 schools from across the South East
and Midlands competed across two
categories: Years 5 and 6, and Years 7 and 8.
As well as some classic stories, a number
of performances were written by the
pupils themselves. The audience was
treated to fairytales, song, dance,
monsters, café, restaurant and shop scenes,
and TV cookery shows. The winners of the
competition were Shrewsbury House
(Years 5 and 6) and Cambridge
International (Years 7 and 8) with Ashford
Friars Pre and the City of London

Freemen’s in second place. Each of the
four independent judges also picked their
favourite performance to highly
commend, with Freemen’s, Avenue
Primary, and Manor House (two) coming
in for high praise.
Ms Lucila Benitez, from the Spanish
Embassy Education Office who was a
judge on the day, said: “It was an absolute
pleasure to take part in your competition
and have the opportunity to see the
wonderful performances of the students.
You can count on me or anyone else from
my office to act as juries again next year.
My only fear is that, after the success this
year, you will need to extend the event to
two days instead of one!”

It was delightful to see the variety and
quality of the performances, and all
schools had obviously put a lot of time and
effort into their entries. This competition is
all about using and learning languages in a
fun way, which was definitely the case on
the day.

Success in Inaugural Triathlon
The first ever Freemen's Junior Triathlon
took place on Sunday, 1st July in Ashtead
Park and was a tremendous success.
There were 118 triathletes taking part,
many of whom were competing in their
first ever triathlon.
Considering many of the Lower Junior
competitors couldn’t even swim a length
of the pool in September, completing the
swim, cycle and run disciplines one after
the other was fantastic to watch.
The thing which impressed me most
however was watching children who
may not necessarily consider themselves
sportsmen or women during the rest of

18
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the year - sign up and give it a go. The
look on their faces as they crossed the line
and were awarded their medals by Mr
Beach was reason enough for me organise
this again next year.
The success of the event was largely down
to the support of the staff and a small but
committed group of parents who were
prepared to marshal the course.
I would also like to take this opportunity
to thank the FSA for their generous
donation which allowed me to purchase
the necessary signage and route markers
to help the event run so smoothly.
Mr Martin Valkenburg

Mrs Sarah Hankin
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Crest Tomato Challenge
On Wednesday, 4th July, Sixth Formers
from the City of London Boys’ School
came to Freemen’s to help Lower 4 pupils
take part in the Crest Tomato challenge.
The challenge was to get 40 tomatoes from
the top of the table to the bottom in one
piece. We could do this anyway we liked
using the equipment we were given, but
we could not touch the tomatoes at all and
we were not even allowed to put them in
at the start.
We came up with three designs. We
decided on a mix of pulley and tubing
where the tomatoes were funnelled into
the tubing and into a box where they were
lifted by a pulley on to another box.
We only had three hours to build it which
we thought was plenty of time. We
assembled our tubing and supported it
using wooden rods and tape while the rest

of the group worked on the pulley and the
funnel. After an hour we tried it but found
that if we poured all the tomatoes in at
once they got jammed. We tried placing
the tomatoes in one at a time, which
worked, but this involved touching the
tomatoes. So we still needed to make a
device to get them in the tubes.

We were pleased with what we had
created and nervous that it would work
when presented to everyone else. We
pulled the flap and apart from a few
failing, they all went down in a neat line,
through the tubing and into the box ready
to be lifted by the pulley. We successfully
got 38 of 40 tomatoes to the bottom safely.

We tried all sorts of things and even came
up with a piece of equipment with strings
which tipped it but this was still not
allowed. We soon realised we only had ten
minutes left and had a manic rush to make
something work. We thought we could
line them up in single file and let them go
by opening a flap. We spent the final
minutes trying again and again to line the
tomatoes up without the base falling down
or the tomatoes flipping over each other,
and we finally managed it.

The results were announced and we came
second, which was a great achievement for
us seeing as we had only completed it in
the final two minutes. Overall, we had a
great day and I really enjoyed our Crest
challenge. Thank you to the City of
London Boys’ School for giving us the
opportunity to take part.
Emily Elstub

CITY OF LONDON FREEMEN’S SCHOOL
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Lower 4 Ball
On the evening of Friday 22nd June, Lower
4 pupils dressed in their finery and attended
the Lower 4 Ball in Main House. The Dining
Hall had been transformed thanks to the
hard work of Mrs Archer-Lock, who had
decorated the tables beautifully. The pupils
had made a huge effort to dress in keeping
with the surroundings and occasion – the
girls in glamorous cocktail and party
dresses and many of the boys in very smart
dinner jackets and bow ties.
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After reception drinks and nibbles, the
pupils took their places for the meal which
was served after some words of welcome
and congratulation by Mr Beach. After
dining and polite conversation, the pupils
were keen to move to the dance floor to
finish off the evening in style.
The evening was a great success and a
fitting end to the Lower 4s’ time in the
Junior School.
Mrs Louise Jowitt
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News from the Library
READING BETWEEN THE LINES
National Children’s Book Week is always
action-packed at Freemen's and this year, during
the week of 3rd October was no exception.
We began by challenging the pupils to
figure out 'Who do you think we are?' as
numerous members of staff were asked for
tales of their family trees: their ancestors
included a 7ft 5 inches tall Staffordshire
blacksmith who was employed as a
Yeoman of the Guard and Porter to both
James I and Charles I, a great great great
uncle who travelled to the South Pole with
Scott’s expedition and a lion-taming great
granny! It was very difficult to work out
who was related to whom!
Over £1000 worth of books were
purchased at the Travelling Books book
fair on the Tuesday while Wednesday saw
a hotly-contested Book Quiz in the Junior
Library. Thursday in the Junior School
began with one of our regular DEAR
(Drop Everything And Read) assemblies,
followed by a visit to Upper 3 and Lower 4
by award winning author Celia Rees. She

spoke about her books and the inspiration
for her writing and ended with creative
writing workshops for the pupils.

represent a country or a sportsperson. This
was to celebrate the launch of our London
2012 Olympic Reading Challenge.

MY STORY MUST BE TOLD
On Thursday 26th January John Harris, a
professional storyteller spent the day with
us..... We heard blood-curdling tales of
brave warriors battling monsters; ancient
Egyptian gold, the beautiful princess and
the clever master-builder’s son who wins
her hand in marriage as well as the respect
of the pharaoh he has outwitted; the
pirate’s folly that led to the sea becoming
full of salt.....

Prizes were awarded to Isabelle Panteli, Thea
Willcox and Tom Clark for best costumes.

Our day was peopled with larger-than-life
characters, cunning tricks and awesome
adventures, blood and guts and all things
gory..... A thoroughly entertaining time
was had by all.
I'D LIKE TO TEACH THE WORLD TO
READ...
Thursday 1st March was World Book Day
and the Junior School was a riot of colour
as children came to school dressed to

CLFS OLYMPIC READING
CHALLENGE
In celebration of the London 2012 Olympic
Games, the Library launched an Olympic
Reading Challenge open to all pupils from
Form 1 to Lower 4.
The Challenge comprised a decathlon of
book-related activities, one of which was
announced each week beginning on World
Book Day 1st March until the Summer
Half Term. Activities ranged from creating
mind-maps or designing bookmarks to
building a scene from a book in a shoe box.
Everyone who completed all ten activities
received a gold medal of achievement and,
as you can see, our pupils earned almost
as many golds as Team GB!
Mrs Sue Dawes
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Charity
Every year each section of the School
chooses a charity to support. The decisions
regarding which charity to support are
taken following much research and
presentations – some carried out by the
pupils themselves, others by
representatives of the various charities. As
ever, a great deal of thought and effort goes
into the fund-raising events. The annual
Rag Week regularly raises in excess of
£5000 which is split between the charities.
ANIMALS ASIA AND GREAT
ORMOND STREET (JUNIOR SCHOOL)
This year the Junior School supported two
contrasting charities:
Animals Asia Foundation is devoted to the
welfare of wild and urban animals in Asia
and also works towards the conservation of
endangered species. It has three main
programmes; ending bear farming, cat and
dog welfare and action against cruelty. It
has offices throughout the world and runs
the Moon Bear Rescue Centre in China.
Great Ormond Street treats some 192,000
patients a year and money raised by the
charity helps to buy equipment, fund
research and provide better facilities. Some
£50million is needed every year if the
hospital is to continue to deliver such a
high standard of care to its patients. The
Junior School raised £13192 through a
variety of sponsored events and the two
talent shows.

CANCER RESEARCH UK AND
LEATHERHEAD YOUTH PROJECT
(UPPER 4)
Upper 4 supported two charities this year:
Cancer Research UK is the UK’s largest
cancer charity. It has saved millions of lives
by funding research into prevention,
diagnosis and treatment of cancer. At the
heart of their work is a belief that lifestyle
changes and early diagnosis can drastically
reduce cancer deaths whilst also funding
research into how cancers actually start and
how treatments can be improved.
Leatherhead Youth Project was established
in 2003 by three local churches and
provides support and facilities for young
people in the community. It runs a café for
young people and a number of different
groups. Upper 4 have raised £1504 to be
divided between these two charities.
RIANNA’S FUND (LOWER 5)
When young Ashtead resident, Rianna, was
killed in a tragic accident, her family started
Rianna’s Fund. It is a charity that supports
vulnerable children in Africa and India. The
charity has been able to develop and
support many projects, including a home
for orphans in Kenya, the building of a new
school for over 640 children in Kampala,
Uganda and more recently a number of
projects in India, which include building a
new children’s home in Mumbai. Lower 5
have raised £1732.
SURREY YOUNG CARERS (UPPER 5)
Surrey Young Carers offers free information
and support to young people who provide
care, assistance and support to another
family member. These young people often
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carry out significant or substantial care
tasks on a regular basis. The charity offers
young carers the chance to have fun, be
healthy and do well at school and in further
education by running carer groups and
workshops which cater for the needs of such
young people. Upper 5 have raised £1273.
LIMBCARE (SIXTH FORM)
Limbcare is a relatively young charity
which helps limb-impaired individuals
throughout the country by providing help,
support, counselling, education and
opportunities for sporting activities for
those wishing to get fit or to resume
sporting interests. It also helps fund
research into prosthetics and orthotics in
order to make life easier for the limbimpaired. A presentation by Ray Edwards,
the charity’s founder and himself an
amputee, inspired the Sixth Form to choose
this as their charity this year. The Sixth
Form have raised £3808.
Charitable fund-raising at Freemen’s does
not end there; a number of staff have raised
money by participating in sponsored walks
(including the Breast Cancer Awareness
Moon Walk) and a sponsored ‘paddle’ from
London to Devizes. A Macmillan Coffee
Morning raised £326 in September. The
Borneo group have raised some £3000 to
help the Long Inman tribe in Borneo who
they will be visiting and helping on their
expedition this summer. Miss Rowena
Gregory’s charity Cheers achieved charitable
status this year and has continued to raise
money and spread good cheer amongst the
long term sick in the locality.
Mrs Vicky Buckman
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Jubilee Lunch
The School came together on 30th May to
celebrate the Queen's Diamond Jubilee with
a special lunch in front of Main House.
Pupils, staff and governors were treated to
some British classics on the piano courtesy

of Mr Dodds and Mr Smith, along with a
performance of the National Anthem which
could be heard from Leatherhead to Epsom.
Pupils dressed to impress in either red,
white and blue, or 1950s attire, and to finish

off, Mr Bennett had the hard job of picking
the winners in the Key Stage 2 hat parade. It
was a party to live long in the memory, one
could say it was a right royal knees up!
Mr Mike Holland

A Classic Competition
On Friday 27th January three teams from
Upper 3 to Upper 4 entered the Latin
reading contest organised by the
Guildford Classical Association at
Guildford High School.
The annual event was attended by over
100 pupils from various schools,

including Charterhouse, Sir William
Perkins and Guildford High. The pupils
were given passages to read aloud and
were marked on the accuracy of the
spoken Latin and how expressively the
pieces were delivered.
Merlyn Latimer-Smith, Aisling Slater,

Georgia West, Stephen Cockrem, Clara
Baltay and Cameron Rose all performed
very well in their heats and gave a good
account of themselves but sadly were
not able to beat the opposition to get to
the finals.
Mr Martin Hearne
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House Chef
Monday 16 April saw the arrival of 270
decorated cup cakes in the Food
Technology room as students from years
11, 12 and 13 supported their houses in the
annual Senior House Chef competition.
The standard was very high with entries
being judged by Sodexo chef Keiran
Robeathan on flavour, texture and novelty
or decorative value.

The juniors and intermediates also took
their turn to bake a delicious selection of
Victoria sandwich cakes, decorated cakes,
bread rolls, rock cakes, shortbread and
cookies. Once again our thanks go to
Sodexo chef Keiran Robeathan who judged
the entries. As always the standard was
very high, making Keiran’s task of selecting
the winning entries a difficult one.

Joint winners were Louise Bluck of
Gresham and Clara Hutter of Whittington,
closely followed by Celine O’Donovan in
second place and Francesca Crabtree and
Jessica Musgrove in joint third.

The winners were:

Louise was complimented on the good
flavour and moist texture of her cake
which was complemented by the neatly
iced topping. Clara’s cakes were
commended for the good texture and
buttery flavour along with their high
quality delicate appearance. All the entries
were sold later in the day to raise money
for charities supported by the School.
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Isabelle Panteli

Upper 2 rock cakes

Jessica Hart

Lower 3 decorated
small cakes

Kirsty Cast

Upper 3 shortbread

Christina Huon

Lower 4 bread rolls

Francesca Parisi Upper 4 cookies
Olivia Morris

Lower 5 Victoria
sandwich cake

Runners up were Becky Leveridge, Upper
2; Olivia Wilson and Ayana Bahsoun,
Lower 3; Emily Panteli and Beth Atkins,
Upper 3; Suzy-May Lister, Lower 4; Pascale
Mama, Upper 4 and Samuel Strijdom,
Lower 5.
Well done to everyone who took part and
we will look forward to more mouth
watering entries in next year’s
competitions.
Mrs Margaret Smith

Prize Day 2012
A chance to celebrate the many successes
and achievements of the pupils is always
welcome, and Prize Day 2012 did not
disappoint.
The sun shone on Thursday 5th July and
the School buzzed with excitement, as all
aspects of school life were acknowledged
and celebrated.
The Junior Prize Giving ceremony started
off the morning as Mr Beach, Head of the
Junior School, reflected on the past years
achievements, and guest of honour, David
Hanson, Chief Executive of IAPS, spoke
about his experience of Freemen's and
what makes a good teacher. Parents, staff,
pupils and guests were also treated to music,
drama and poetry, and a fond farewell was
given to those in Lower 4 who progress to
the Upper School in September.
In the afternoon, former Lord Mayor Sir
Clive Martin led the procession to the Senior
School ceremony which created excitement
amongst the many Junior pupils, staff and
parents who clapped, cheered and chatted
as the party went past.
During the Senior ceremony, the
Headmaster, Philip MacDonald, the
Chairman of Governors, Mr John Bennett,
and Sir Clive Martin, all paid tribute to the
achievements over the year, and Head Boy
and Head Girl, Dominic Orchard and
Katelyn Aitchison, reflected not only on
their time in post, but also on their time at
Freemen's.
Outside the ceremonies visitors to the
School were treated to a variety of musical,
dramatic and sporting performances, and
departments displayed wonderful exhibitions
of pupil work from throughout the year.
Mrs Vicky Buckman
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SATRO
Engineering Day
On Wednesday 4th July, Upper 4 pupils
participated in a SATRO engineering day.
The task was to design and create a sports
stadium to house a sport of our choice, using
only paper, nuts, bolts, masking tape, a holepunch, a wooden rod and the simple advice
that triangles were the strongest shape.
First we were given the brief, then we had
to come up with a suitable design and
purpose for the stadium, and once
approved by the engineers, we began to
build. The majority of the day was spent

constructing the stadiums, which was
really fun. We finished with a presentation
including detailed designs, costs, number
of seats, extra facilities, purpose and use
after the event.
We really enjoyed the day as it gave us
engineering, design, teamwork,
communication and time management
skills and encouraged us to consider
pursuing engineering further.
Lily Latimer Smith and Kate Irwin

Upper 4 CIEH
Once again Upper 4 pupils successfully
completed their CIEH level 2 Award in
Food Hygiene & Safety.
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World War II Relived
On Tuesday 1 May, Upper 4 History
students were treated to a first hand
account of life during the Second World
War from a young boy’s perspective. They
were visited by Mr Burleigh who, aged 8,
was evacuated to the USA. He travelled
with his family by ship – a dangerous
journey in itself due to the constant
presence of U-boats along the coast.

Mr Burleigh recounted many stories of
rationing, the Home Guard and the
importance of keeping up morale for
members of the Navy who visited the tiny
port where he lived. He also showed the
pupils war time artefacts including a
censored letter, with words removed,
which he received from his grandmother
who lived in Surbiton.
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The Upper 4 pupils thanked Mr Burleigh for
his informative talk which gave them an
understanding of the war from both a child's
point of view and an evacuee based abroad.
Mr Alex Wright

Boarding

CITY OF LONDON FREEMEN’S SCHOOL

27

SCHOOL NEWS, ARTICLES & EVENTS

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
This year has seen the Gold pupils scale the
mountains in Wales and The Lake District,
the Silver pupils navigate their way around
the New Forest and the Welsh Black
Mountains area and the Bronze groups walk
through the more tranquil Surrey Hills
amongst their scary smiley cows!
Alongside the trekking our pupils have
been diligently working toward the skills,
physical, volunteering and residential
sections of their award.
We were very lucky to have Richard Pattison
as a guest speaker at this year’s certificate
presentation evening. Richard’s talk made
a lot of connections between the great
explorers of the world and the aspirations
of our young adventurous pupils.
The award just cannot be run without the
generous support of the many people who
help with expeditions and supervising
pupils for their different sections of the
award; thank you to the many people who
complete pupils’ books. In particular I
would like to thank Mr Bramhall for his
huge contribution to the award for many
years and to Ms Chamberlain-Webber for
her help with the Bronze expeditions. Both
are leaving the DofE team although we
shall still be seeing Mr Bramhall on many
of the expeditions.
Mr Drew Treloar
GOLD
After meeting with our Mountain Leaders
and finalising our route, we had our final
sleep in a bed before four days of walking,
climbing and camping.
Our first day walking involved honing our
navigation skills with our Mountain Leader,
Stef. Each member of our group took it in
turns to take control of the map and show
us the way forward. After a couple of hours
of fine weather with the sun shining, the
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clouds formed and we had to quickly get
our waterproofs on. After many hours of
steady rain and with around 18 km under
our belt, we found the campsite and pitched
our tents. Although the campsite had
fantastic facilities, some of the tents were
not strategically positioned! Following
dinner, we all went to bed however after
thirty minutes Charlie and Alex found their
tent had flooded due to the rain and a slight
mishap in setting up. Luckily this was our
practice expedition and Mr Treloar came to
the rescue with an extra groundsheet,
sleeping bag and the excellent suggestion of
moving to slightly higher ground.
The rain continued through the night and
into the morning, as we started the hardest
day of the expedition. Looking at the route
card we knew we were going to be climbing
all day, and eventually ending up at our
wild campsite, situated next to a reservoir.
With the visibility very poor with low cloud
cover, our navigation skills were tested, as
well as our mental strength. Some found the
climb easy, with Charlie being nicknamed
‘the Mountain Goat’ due to his incredible
speed uphill, while others took more time to
take in the scenery. Soon after lunch, having
been walking since 8.00am we saw the
campsite from the top of the mountain and
buoyed by the thought of an early finish,
everyone perked up. However we failed to
realise the descent down and around a
mountain would take the best part of two
hours, and so by the time we reached the
field next to the reservoir we were not too
happy. We set up our tents and found that
with no facilities there was nothing better to
do than fall asleep after our evening meal.
That night all seven of us were in bed by
4.00pm and slept straight through the rain
until 6.00am.
Having had a long sleep after a hard days
walking, we decided rather oddly to not

use a path when climbing a mountain.
Instead we found what we thought was
the least steep part of the mountain, and
spent a good hour going straight up to the
top. Once again the ‘Mountain Goat’ led
the way, and when he reached the top he
even took off his pack, ran down and
helped some of the others up. When we
reached the top we continued along nicely
on the pathway. Soon the walking became
difficult, as we went down a steep path
covered in large slabs of stone upon which
Alex (Mummy AC) slipped and fell. The
worst thing about the descent was that
straight afterwards we had another big
climb. With the Mountain Goat and
Mummy AC at the bottom about to start
the climb, two fighter jets flew (what
seemed to be) only a few feet above their
heads. The surprise attack led to some of
the girls losing their footing on the
mountain and they too fell over. The climb
was even more interesting as it was too
steep just to walk up, we had to use all of
our limbs and effectively rock climb.
Fortunately the rest of the day was a gentle
stroll downhill into the beautiful
Ambleside while the sun was shining.
On our final day, the sun beamed down on
us, and our excitement that we had almost
finished gave us the energy to carry on.
Unlike the last two days it was very flat,
and we managed to finish by 2.00pm.
After our debrief with Stef by some
exquisite tarns we ran to the minibus,
which shuttled us back to the YMCA. We
dried off our tents, had a shower and went
to the pub for a well-deserved meal.
Thanks must go to our Mountain Leader
Stef, Mr Brooke, Mr Belcher, Miss
Kempster and Mr Treloar for their constant
hard work and organisation.
Mummy AC
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BRONZE
Our expedition was a very challenging yet
rewarding experience. On the morning of
2nd July it was Fredi, a member of our
group’s birthday. We met in a car park at
the far side of Leith Hill. After a very tiring
day of walking through the torrential rain
we reached the campsite at 7.30pm. We
quickly put up our tents and started to cook
our dinner, however we spent most of our
time inside the tents for shelter from the
rain and preparing for the next day ahead.
The next morning we woke up at 6.30am
and made our breakfast of pancakes and
hot chocolate. We took down our tents and
packed up all of our things to set off for the
second day of walking to get back to
School. Luckily the weather was much
better but our things were still soaking
from the previous day. Once we had
reached the first checkpoint near Box Hill,
we were dreading the next stretch. Once
we had ascended Box Hill everyone
enjoyed the view and the relief knowing
that the major climb was over. At the next
checkpoint – the car park at the bottom of
Box Hill – we sat down to enjoy our lunch
of pitta breads and cheese. We carried on
walking for another couple of hours until
we met Mr Flook and Mr Collier by a road
telling us we were an hour away from
school. It was the best feeling of the two
days. We walked with determination to get
there and then go home. After a tiring but
rewarding couple of days we all felt a
sense of achievement. Many of us wish to
continue with our Silver award.
Abi Connor, Bethany Pembridge
and Emma Jenkins
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Young Enterprise
IGNITE
This year, I have had the privilege to be the
managing director of Ignite. We have sold
personalised onesies throughout the year
and marketed these to families from both
Freemen’s and many other schools and
organisations. The experience has been an
incredible learning curve for us all, and
although there were many ups and downs
we have definitely become better business
people. We attended various events,
including school productions, The Christmas
Fair, and Exxon Mobil’s Christmas Fair; these
were all great opportunities and the buzz of
selling our products face-to-face with
customers was great fun. These were also key
to co-ordinating teamwork within the
company and to demonstrate our marketing
ideas on a trade stall. At the East-Surrey Area
Final, we were judged on our viability and
success as a company, and also had to
prepare an example trade stand, company
report and short talk in front of a large
audience. We were thrilled when we won the
award for Best Company Report, our efforts
had paid off!
Working in a real company alongside 13
other company members was definitely
challenging at times, but the feeling of being
independent and responsible was invaluable.
We have gained much more than a monetary
reward, but have a greater knowledge of
what life is like in business, and have
developed into well rounded individuals.
Katy Griffin
INNOVA
Innova enterprise was started in September
2011. We were a mixed group of six girls and
nine boys. In the first couple of weeks we
chose important positions in the company
and eventually came up with the idea of
selling personalised mugs with slogans. Over
the next few weeks we contacted possible
suppliers and gained some quotes and
eventually we obtained our supplier. Our
first major event was the FSA Christmas fair
where we made around £250. From there we
progressed to the Exxon Mobil Christmas fair
where we were not so successful.
After our Christmas holidays, we re-grouped
and thought of further products to sell and
the Young Enterprise area competition. With
this fast approaching, this was our focus. We
wrote a company report, sales forecasts,
profit, shares and anything else relevant to
the company. We also had to design a trade
stand and prepare a five minute presentation.
Unfortunately we didn’t win any prizes, but
the whole night was a great success and we
learnt a lot from it.
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Overall the young enterprise experience has
been very educational and fun to be a part of
and we would encourage anyone to take the
opportunity to be a part of it in Lower 5.
Bethany Howard
CARPEDIEM
Young Enterprise has been a rewarding
experience with plenty of lessons learnt by
everyone who took part. The idea of running
your own small business for the year proved
to be even more difficult than expected –
particularly trying to juggle keeping friends
happy and making it as profitable as possible.
Our company eventually decided to sell
personalised calendars. We designed a CLFS
calendar that we sold at the FSA Christmas fair,
and also offered customers the chance to
design their own calendar with their own
photos and important dates. Our other main
sales opportunity was at the Exxon Mobil fair,
where we all learnt that selling to people
outside out school environment was much
harder than just to teachers, parents and pupils.
Despite Young Enterprise being challenging
and at times wearing, it has provided us with
an invaluable insight into the business world.
We have all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves
despite the difficulties we encountered and
have each taken away many life lessons from it.
Katie Collis
AURA
Young Enterprise has given us the opportunity
to learn about the business world, and give us
an insight into future career options. For our
first product we decided to sell insulating
thermal travel mugs specifically catered with
the school’s emblem, which were a huge hit.
They were extremely popular with teachers,
pupils and parents alike. After making a very
successful profit from these mugs, we decided
to expand our company further. To do this we
offered the same product to rugby clubs, other
schools and equestrian facilities, but
personalised to their liking. Again, they were
massively popular. Being a group of 13 girls, of
course we had to do something girly, and we
decided to sell bracelets as well. As you can
imagine, a group of teenage girls working
together can have its difficulties, but through
these we have come out stronger and even
better friends. So as we close up our company,
we would like to thank Young Enterprise for
giving us this opportunity, and Mr Parkin, our
teacher and adviser for leading us through the
hardships. Most importantly, all those who
bought our products, thank you for your
custom as we end the year with a profit of
over £1000.
India Hewitt

EXXON MOBIL; CHRISTMAS FAIR
On 15th December, the five Young Enterprise
companies attended the ExxonMobil Christmas
Fair. 15 of the Lower 5 took part, selling
jewellery, insulated mugs, ceramic mugs,
personalised clothing, calendars and onesies.
All had an enjoyable experience, ably
supported by their ExxonMobil advisers.
They had an opportunity to see their
advisers’ working environment and some
even mentioned that they too would like to
work in an office block that had the feel of a
shopping mall. All companies traded
successfully with the phenomenon of
Onesies continuing to be the most popular.
Mr Adrian Parkin
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Flying Tea Bags prove no
Problem for Freemen's
On Wednesday 1st February, Freemen's
entered three teams into the Surrey
SATRO problem solving challenge,
which took place at St Bede's School in
Redhill. The teams were given two hours
in which they were set the challenge of
firing a projectile (in this case, a tea bag)
as high as possible over a high jump bar
and still land on their table. Teams were
awarded marks for successfully
completing the challenge, but also for
their range of ideas and their ability to
work together as a team. All three
Freemen's teams acquitted themselves
very well, but particular mention must
be made to our Lower and Upper 5 team
made up of Ellie Irwin, Isobel Forsyth,
Rachel Dunne, Krishan Shah, Hugh
Ward and Andrew Headon who not only
won their age group but also achieved
the highest score across all three age
groups competing on the night.
Mr Alex Kew

School comes
Alive to Offer
Advice
The Haywood Centre, Senior Assembly Hall
and Junior Assembly Hall were all alive with
activity on Thursday 17th November, as the
School hosted its annual Careers, Education
and Gap Convention. The evening provided
pupils and parents from Freemen's and other
local schools the opportunity to seek
information and advice from over 80
organisations. The careers information on
offer included accountancy, archaeology,
architecture, art and design, dentistry,
engineering, journalism, marketing, law,
medicine, performing arts, physiotherapy,
police, psychology, publishing, retail,
scientific careers, teaching and veterinary.
Universities represented included
Cambridge, Durham, London School of
Economics, Manchester, Nottingham, and
Warwick. The gap providers who attended
reflected the breadth of gap opportunities on
offer, including expeditions and adventures,
community development and sport.
Mr Andrew McCleave
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Physics Competitions

The Institute of Physics runs three
competitions every year to stretch the
minds of Britain’s sharpest physics
students at GCSE, AS and A2 Levels.
Students have to think laterally and apply
their knowledge to totally new situations:
no mean feat!
In the GCSE Physics Challenge, pupils had
to apply Kepler’s Law of planetary motion
to the orbits of Earth and Mars and
consider the mechanics of a bouncing
rubber ball. Bronze awards were won by
Andrew Aitchison, Alexander Balderstone,
Dominic Catlow, Georgina Chapman, Max
Davies, Thomas Eades, George Earl, Kate
Farrow, Michael Harvey, Clara Hutter,
Elena Koepke, Hannah Lingard, Celine
O’Donovan, Gemma Pritchard, Nathalie
Richards, Jack Roberts, James Salisbury,
Cherry Shiu, Isabelle Skertchly, Joanna
Sneller, Holly Stringfellow and Emily
Wilson. A further 17 pupils gained an
impressive Silver award: the most the
school has ever achieved. They are
Rebecca Baker, Alastair Cockrem, Freya
Diffey, Jennifer Ding, Nicholas
Etherington, Alexander Freeman, Andrew
Headon, Ellie Irwin, Philippa Nicholls,
Isabelle Pickett, Alice Roberts, Daniel
Sareen, Karim Shabankareh, Krishan Shah,
Alistair Smith, Alexander Tzortzis and
Hugh Ward.
The AS Physics Challenge required
students to work out the cooking times for
different sized potatoes in a microwave
oven and model a particle physics reflector
using light rays and two mirrors arranged
in a cone. Bronze was awarded to Jon
Urquidi, Hannah Lee, Andrew Brinkworth,
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Marcus Dawes and Steven Pilley. Silver
awards went to Marco Chui and William
Mak, whilst Celia Shen’s answers gained
her an impressive Gold award.
In the British Physics Olympiad, students
learnt about the beats produced by a violin
string and how the time period of a
pendulum varies with temperature if the
wire expands. They were also asked what
happens when the pendulum was taken to
the top floor of a house! Adrian Wai achieved a
Bronze Class 2 award, whilst Jethro Au-Yeung

and Mikhail Semenov received Bronze Class
1. Celia Shen of L6 achieved a Gold award,
which is an incredible achievement on this
notoriously difficult paper. This places Celia
in the top 150 out of all 1600 who sat the
paper, most of whom would be in the year
above her at school.
The Physics Department is extremely
pleased with these results and would like
to thank the pupils for doing so well in
these competitions.
Mr James Hallam
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Royal Society Prize Winner
Having entered the AS Physics
Challenge competition along with eight
other students in Lower 6, Celia Shen not
only gained a Gold Award, but it
transpired that she came in the top five
nationally in this academically rigorous
competition.
As a result, Celia and the Head of Physics,
Mr Hallam, were invited to The Royal
Society in London, which has promoted
discussion and excellence in science in the
United Kingdom since 1660.
Prizes were awarded by Her Excellency,
The Ambassador of Estonia and the

Right Honourable Valerie Vaz MP.
Celia’s prize included a book entitled
Chaos, which discusses elements of the
classical and quantum worlds. The
presentations were swiftly followed by a
lecture from Professor Peter Wells of
Cardiff University who works in cutting
edge research on the medical
applications of ultrasound.
This was an amazing achievement and
experience for Celia and one of which
she should be justly proud.
Mr James Hallam

My Dog ate my Homework App
"My dog ate it", "What homework?" and
other similar excuses for students not
completing their school homework could
soon be a thing of the past if Sixth Form
student James Gallagher has anything to
do with it.
James has developed an iPhone app that
allows pupils to input and view details
of their homework including what it is,
which teacher has set it and when it is
due in, also enabling pupils to monitor
their progress.
The app, available from iTunes, is set up
for Freemen’s with names of teachers and
subjects already programmed in, but there
is scope to personalise the app for any

school. James, who worked on designing
and building the app for a year, has been
looking at additional features to enhance
the app.
James has taught himself a new
programming language to create this
application and has developed a great
understanding of mobile application
design. Not only has James learnt new
skills in order to create this application,
but he has also hit upon a truly useful idea
which has scope to be skinned and rolled
out to any school in the country. We are all
immensely proud of him.
Mr Rob Flook
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UKMT Summer
School

UK Mathematics Challenges
This year has yet again been an extremely
busy and successful one. In November we
entered the entire Lower 6 Mathematics
cohort along with a few members from
Upper 6 and the top set from Upper 5 into
the Senior Mathematical Challenge.
Questions, as always, were of a
challenging nature and the negative
marking ensures that guesswork is not a
healthy option. For those keen
Mathematicians among you, have a go at
question 18:
To numbers x and y are such that
x + y = 20 and 1x + x1 = 21
What is the value of x2y + xy2?
A 80

B 200

D 640

E 800

C 400

Congratulations go to all 49 pupils who
were awarded certificates, but special
congratulations to Celia Shen ,Valient
Man, Hyunah Lee, Janice Tong and Tiffany
Liu (all Lower 6) who received Gold
Certificates.

Celia Shen also qualified through to the
Senior Mathematics Olympiad. This takes
the form of a gruelling three hour exam of
six extremely challenging questions.
Having answered one of the questions to
near perfection and having a valiant stab
at the others, Celia received a certificate of
participation. Celia was also subsequently
invited to a mathematics master-class
which took place at the end of the summer
term. Valient Man, Hyunah Lee and Janice
Tong qualified through to the Senior
Kangaroo, a paper similar in style to the
challenge, but with more demanding
questions. All performed well and
received certificates of participation.
Mr Ewan Bramhall

Following my results in the Intermediate
Maths Challenge and Maths Olympiad, I was
asked to attend the UKMT Maths Summer
School in Birmingham in July. It was a great
privilege to be chosen as one of only 40 Year
10 and Year 11 students from all over the UK
to attend. I was worried that all the other
students would be terrifying Einsteins in the
making, but on arrival it was reassuring to
know that they were much more down to
earth than that! We were split into groups of
around eight, each named after a significant
mathematician – mine was named after
possibly the most difficult name to
remember: Charles Jean de la Vallée-Poussin.
Each day consisted of a hands-on session of
number theory, then a session of geometry in
our groups, where we covered topics and
problems of differing complexity. In the
afternoons we were given lectures on
completely new topics that – on the whole –
we had never come across before. For
example, we were given an insight into the
geometry of a sphere, and the application of
the Pigeonhole Principle. The depth and
variety of problems and ideas explored over
the course of the week has shown me how
much more there is to learn about maths; and
also it highlighted some contrasts with the
work we are currently doing at school. One
evening we had the chance to take part in a
talent show, and I joined up with a couple of
others to make a band, we were received
very well and asked to perform again on the
final night! The maths course turned out to
really exceed all of my expectations and I feel
very grateful to have been selected by the
UKMT to have taken part; I would like to
thank my maths teachers for enabling me to
have qualified!
Katy Griffin
In April the Junior Mathematics
Challenge took place. We entered a
mixture of pupils from the top sets in
Lower 4 and Upper 3. 43 of the 50 pupils
entered gained certificates with the
following receiving Gold certificates.
LOWER 4
Oliver Barron, Nicholas Monioudis,
Stephen Cockrem, Oliver Graham
Jack Simpson, Eli Pooley, James
Lawrence, Yoo-An An, David Berry
Jake Slater, Jack Symonds
UPPER 3
Thomas Turner, Luke Butcher, Isabel
Lewis, Thomas Fisher.
Oliver Barron and Nicholas Monioudis
both qualified through to the Junior
Mathematical Olympiad. Both performed
well and received certificates of
participation.
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Mathematics master-class:
On Friday 6th July, I was invited to the
UKMT’s Sixth Form ‘celebration of
mathematics’ masterclass at the Royal
Institution. First, we were given a talk
about famous fellows of the RI, and
demonstrations of some of the
experiments they carried out. Among the
long list of notable scientists were Sir
Humphry Davy, and Michael Faraday,
who also started the Christmas Lectures
which are still held today in the round
lecture hall where I was sitting. Then
Stuart Clark, an author and astronomy
journalist, talked about scientists such as
Johannes Kepler and Galileo Galilei. He
also told us of a nobleman called Tycho
Brahe, who lost the bridge of his nose in a
duel over who was the best mathematician
in his class…he lost and consequently
wore a golden nose! During lunch, we
were given a quiz to complete, and
afterwards we had a demonstration from
Colin Wright, who did a PhD in

Combinatorics and Graph Theory whilst
having a hobby of unicycling and juggling!
Overall I had a fun day and went away
having learnt many a thing about maths
and more!
Celia Shen
In February it was the Intermediate
Mathematics Challenge. We entered pupils
from the top sets in Upper 4 through to
Upper 5. An impressive 81 of the 87 pupils
we entered received certificates, with the
following 19 achieving Gold.
UPPER 5
Daniel Sareen, Ellie Irwin, Andrew
Headon, Dominic Catlow, Isabelle Pickett
Rebecca Baker, Alexander Tzortzis
Jonathan Lott, Michael Harvey
LOWER 5
Katy Griffin, Samson Wilkinson,
Alexander Flint, Katie Collis, Nicola Elliot,
Rachel Dunne, Callum Marshall, Adam
Carter, George Meek

UPPER 4
Samuel Ashbridge
Of these Katy Griffin qualified through to
the Intermediate Hamilton. This took the
form of a tough two hour exam of six
challenging questions. Katy performed
superbly, answering two questions
perfectly and having a very good attempt
at the others. She received a certificate of
merit and was subsequently invited to the
UKMT Summer School, a tremendous
achievement. Daniel Sareen, Ellie Irwin,
Alexander Flint and Samson Wilkinson
qualified through to the Pink Kangaroo.
Daniel and Ellie achieved certificates of
merit and Alexander and Samson received
certificates of participation. Samuel
Ashbridge qualified through to the Grey
Kangaroo where he also achieved a
certificate of participation.
Mr Ewan Bramhall

UKMT Junior Team Challenge
On 22nd February, eight pupils travelled
to London to participate in the Junior
Team Mathematics Challenge. Our teams
were Tanya and Charlie from Upper 4,
and Nick and David from Lower 4. It
was hosted by the City of London
School, located at the north bank of the
Thames near St. Paul’s Cathedral.
The competition consisted of four rounds.
The first was the Group Competition – we
had to solve ten questions of varying type
and difficulty within the allowed time. We
had some good strategies such as working

in pairs and double-checking our answers,
which paid off as we got nine questions
right. Then came possibly the biggest
challenge of the day: the Crossnumber.
Although it was challenging, we battled
on and managed to finish all the clues,
which was quite an achievement. After a
short break for lunch, we took part in the
Head-to-Head Competition where we
competed against other schools to be the
first to correctly answer a series of four
questions. It went well for us as the
competition heated up. The last event of
the day was the Relay Race, which

involved lots of running as well as
mathematics. We started somewhat
slowly, but as we progressed our
confidence and accuracy increased greatly.
At the end of the day we came a very
creditable fifth out of 28. It was a long
day but a greatly rewarding and
educational experience and I would like
to say a huge thank you to Mrs.
Newhouse for coming with us and
making it so enjoyable.
Tatiana Dudnivoka

Senior Team Challenges
Two senior mathematics team challenges
have taken place this year. Teena Tse,
Vincent Tsang, Celia Shen and Peter Cheng
represented Freemen’s at the UKMT
Senior Team Challenge at Cobham School
in Kent. They performed superbly and
finished in 3rd position.

University. Celia Shen, Hyunah Lee, Janice
Tong, William Mak and Peter Cheng took
part and were fantastic. They finished
third. It was so close that had they
answered one more of the shorter
questions correctly they would have
finished first.

Later in the year, the Surrey Lower 6 Team
Challenge took place at Guildford

Mr Ewan Bramhall
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The Batchelor Society
The enthusiasm and interest in the
Batchelor Society from staff and students
remains extremely high and it is a
testament to the wider intellectual interests
of our pupils that so many are enthused by
the idea of spending their lunchtime
listening to discussions about the past.
Their excitement and intellectual curiosity
is one of the most rewarding aspects of
being a teacher and it is a pleasure to see.
Mr Alex Wright

The Batchelor Society met every other
week during the year to debate, listen and
consider issues relating to history and
politics. The Society has heard the
contributions of a number of staff and
students with meetings often seeing an
audience of over thirty considering a wide
variety of topics.
The contributions of students to the
Society are the highlights of the year and it
is so gratifying to hear the eloquence,
sophistication and authority with which
they speak on often unusual topics. This
was all in evidence when Rebecca Howe
spoke to the Society about Spanish Queen
Juana ‘The Mad’ with focus on the nature
of her alleged insanity and what this had
to say about politics and views on
madness. Similarly fascinating was
Stephanie Anthony’s consideration of the
much-maligned Mary I and the potential
for a re-evaluation of her rule. Luke
Shakerchi joined Mrs Edwards for a wellattended after school seminar concerning
Marxist interpretations and the American
Civil War with particular focus on the
potential avenues for analysis. Discussion
of contemporary politics was the aim of
our annual Question Time chaired by
Rebecca Howe and involving Harry
Househam, Rebecca Baker, Mrs Hobbs and
Mr Wright. Issues discussed included
Scottish Nationalism, gay marriage and
the 50p rate of taxation with the audience
fully involved in questioning and
challenging the opinions of the panel.
Without doubt the best attended event was
the annual Christmas Quiz in the
Haywood Centre foyer which saw around
100 staff and students involved. The

36

ASHTEADIAN MAGAZINE 2011-2012

winners were, once again, the staff team
involving general knowledge kings
Chadwick and Hearne.
The remainder of the meetings involved
staff speaking on a variety of different
topics with the year beginning in
traditional fashion with Mrs Edwards and
Mr Wright debating the nature of
nationalism and its impact on the past.
Later in the Autumn both teachers spoke
about remembrance and the challenging
meaning and history of war
commemoration. Mrs Edwards spoke on a
number of other occasions including a
two-part look at the life and legacy of
Charles Darwin which involved a
contribution from Mr Knowles on the
significance of the scientist for biologists.
Mr Wright also addressed the society on
the life of baseball player and American
icon Jackie Robinson as well as the history
and meaning of American film
representations of the Vietnam War.
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Business Studies News
THREE OF THE BEST

The Business and Economics Speakers and
Talks Society (BEST) were treated to
lectures on three separate occasions in the
Summer term:
After school on 26th April, three old
Freemen who are currently working for
three different financial institutions in the
City gave our students invaluable insights
into the financial sector. The talk was
attended by over 40 students who are
interested in working for the financial
industry in the future.
The talk was started by Simon Brooks
sharing with us his experience in Investec.
He showed us the different sides of
investment banking. A career in the city
will be volatile with little job security, it is
hard to keep on but at the same time the
rewards are big.
The second speaker, Mark Fribbens, was
from DDCAP, which positions itself as an
intermediary in the Islamic Financial
Services Industry. Students were intrigued
by how DDCAP operates: the transactions
are less risky than normal transactions in
investment banks but charging interest is
considered as evil in the Islamic markets.
Jon Barrett from J.P. Morgan revealed to us
the key to success in this industry:
networking. “Linkedin” was recommended
for us to expose ourselves in the job markets
and to meet potential employers. He also
pointed out the importance of differentiating
ourselves during job interviews through

experience in internships, travels, voluntary
work and learning new languages, especially
Mandarin.
There are many varieties of jobs in the city,
but it was clear from their advice that the
most important element in all of them is
communication. We were able to ask the
three old Freemen many questions about all
aspects of their careers. This talk was
undoubtedly useful and practical; it might
be our first step to understand and prepare
for our future careers.
Mrs Penny Brooks
On Monday 30th April, the Chairman of the
City of London Policy and Resources
Committee, Mr Stuart Fraser, came to speak
at the Economics and Business Studies
Speakers Society. The discussion was based
around the role of the committee as well as
the finance sector in general. The function
of the committee includes directing the
City’s economic development and
promoting the City as an international
financial centre. Mr Fraser spoke in
particular about the resistance of the
imposition of a Financial Transaction Tax
and proceeded to take questions which
spanned from market regulation, the Greek
debt crisis and credit ratings to wider EU
and global issues on business and finance.
Such a high profile speaker attracted both
students and Governors alike and the
society was privileged to gain the insight
from such a highly experienced financier.

His expertise has provided greater depth to
the courses studied by the A level students
and will be of certain benefit in their
upcoming examinations.
On Friday 4th May, Chris Grayling MP, the
conservative MP for Epsom and Ewell and
the Minister of State at the Department for
Work and Pensions came to talk at the BEST
society. Mr Grayling focused on his area of
specialty, unemployment and the highly
debated Work Programme, as well as
discussing and taking questions on wider
issues to do with economics, business and
politics. The breadth of Mr Grayling’s
knowledge from years of experience both
inside and outside of the world of politics
provided the audience, which included
pupils, parents and teachers, with a range
of topics upon which to ask questions.
These included inquiries into what it’s like
to be a politician, the media’s portrayal of
UK politics, effectiveness of present and
previous government policies, alternatives
to austerity measures and problems with
the euro. Mr Grayling’s efforts on the Work
Programme have been made to help correct
both long and short term unemployment
and he has been involved in the profound
changes to welfare, law and training
schemes to achieve these targets. The
society was very appreciative of the
opportunity to engage with such a
prescient speaker and the talk will benefit
all that attended.
Mrs Penny Brooks

CITY OF LONDON FREEMEN’S SCHOOL

37

SCHOOL NEWS, ARTICLES & EVENTS

Entrepreneur live Competition 2011
CLFS company pitches, and finishes
in second place!

From 15 entries they chose five
presentations to be given in front of an
audience of schools from London. Our
product, Panimals, was chosen for the
presentation, but unfortunately for the
boys, Totally Oatally was not.

We had to create a new innovative
breakfast product for schools and we
chose to target primary school children
between the ages of 4 to 11. Our product
had to appeal to our target group, so it
had to be healthy, filling, fun and have
high nutritional value. We then had to
send our presentation to the board of
directors from entrepreneur live,
tutor2u.

Firstly, various entrepreneurs gave
speeches about themselves and their
companies. After a short lunch break in
which we were given time to perfect our
speeches, Panimals were called up to give
our presentation. The presentation had to

Ceci Swindell, of Upper 6, spent
Wednesday 14th March at the Treasury
taking part in the presentation of the Youth
Budget to Treasury officials from the
government and in a Question Time style
session about the prospects for the UK
economy.

Chancellor, that gives students the
opportunity to learn about and share their
opinions on the government's plans for
taxation and spending, which make up the
Budget. Over 1,000 students throughout
the UK took part this year so Ceci's
achievement is fantastic.

In February all our students taking AS
Economics and A2 Business Studies took
part in a workshop, and then completed
competition entries in which they set out
their priorities for taxation and public
spending by the government, and
submitted an argument making the case
for their choices. Ceci was one of only ten
winners and runners up chosen from this
competition to attend the Treasury.

Ceci herself had a particularly strong
policy on education, in which she said:
"The 'Free Schools' programme will bring
new expertise and innovation into the
education system that will drive up
competition amongst schools and raise
standards at a low cost, keeping it to
£67.8bn". We are really very proud of
Ceci's achievement in this national
competition, and give her our
congratulations.

Youth Budget 2013

This workshop and competition are part of
the national online challenge Chance to be
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Mrs Penny Brooks

be no longer than three minutes, and was
in front of a panel of judges consisting of
the six entrepreneurs we had previously
listened to, as well as the other 300
students attending the conference. It was
a nerve racking few moments but
Panimals took second place!
Evie Bennett, Louise Bluck,
Saskia Davies and Lizzie Smart

