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Introduction
WHAT IS INCLUDED
This is your guide to all the courses that City of London
Freemen’s School has to offer in the Sixth Form.
Each page details what you can expect from a course,
what the requirements are and how the course is
assessed. Co-curricular opportunities are not specified
in this booklet but are offered by each department.
We have also included information on the Extended
Project Qualification (EPQ), careers, Higher Education
and Oxbridge support and Enrichment. We have not
included our programme for A Level study: Free Minds.
Information on this course, which will run alongside the
A Level courses you choose, can be found in the
separate Free Minds Choices Booklet.
MAKING CHOICES
There are many valid reasons for pupils to choose
different subjects. Employers are increasingly
demanding students show a range of skills and a breath
of subjects is to be encouraged including a mix of STEM,
Humanities and Arts. Please consider this in your choice
– ask yourself if you are developing your ability to design and make something (DT, Fine Art, Music,
Computer Science and Drama), your ability to develop
complex arguments (Geography, Economics, Politics,
Business Studies and Psychology) and to learn to
understand and communicate sophisticated thinking
(English, MFL and Latin, History, Philosophy, Ethics and
Religion) and addition to the STEM knowledge to be
gained from the Sciences, Maths and Sports Studies.
Pupils should choose subjects because they enjoy them
or because they excel in them, indeed these two
reasons often go hand in hand. These reasons are
certainly valid; pupils are more likely to work hard in
subjects that they enjoy and are therefore more likely
to enjoy success in them. Equally, choosing subjects
in which they excel may seem obvious, however, it is
worth noting that choosing an overambitious set of
subjects and ending up with lower grades could be
more of a hindrance to further study than better grades
in a more sensible set of subjects.
Some pupils will have an idea of what they may wish to
go on and study at University. Even if it is only a vague
idea at this stage, this can still be used to guide subject
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choices and at the very least, ensure that these options
remain open to them through their subject choices.
If you have an idea about what you want to study at
university please check course expectations. Things
have changed a lot in the last twenty years and
universities are very clear in what they do (and don’t)
need students to study.
Although we do everything we can to ensure that
students can study the subjects they wish the School
reserves the right to withdraw a subject from the option
list, for example when too few students choose the
subject for it to be viable. We deem classes to be viable
once three or more students commit to study them.
All offers are conditional on the students meeting the
entry requirements for admission to the Sixth Form
and the subject specific requirements. We aim to give
a free choice of subjects in February. However, once
the timetable has been ‘blocked’ in March choices
may limited and changes may not be possible after
this point.
Having started the courses in September, if students
subsequently wish to change subjects this will only be
permitted with the permissions of the Head of
Department, the Head of Sixth Form and the Deputy
Head Academic. If you have any questions please ask,
we are here to help.
Paul Bridges, Deputy Head Academic

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
COORDINATOR: Mrs H Pennington
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a
standalone, student driven qualification designed to
extend and develop skills in independent research and
project management. It is an opportunity for students
to extend their abilities beyond the A level syllabus and
to demonstrate an area of personal interest or activity
outside their main programme of study.
The EPQ is regarded as excellent preparation for both
university and a future career. It enables students to
demonstrate a capability of working independently
and under their own initiative, having the freedom and
responsibility to select topics and projects in which they
are really interested – it may be a topic that is
connected with a new subject they wish to study at
university, or one linked to a future career, or it might
be looking into much greater depth a topic they are
already studying at A Level.
When completing a project qualification, students
follow a clearly structured process: they plan and
research their topic, and from that create a product.
They are also given a supervisor to help them through
the whole process. The product of their project can be
in one of three formats: a research-based written report
(5000 word essay), a production, (a charity event,
fashion show, sports event) or an artefact (a piece of
art, a computer game, a realised design), the latter two
both supported by a written report of 2000 words.
This research process is all recorded in their Production
Log and, finally, students deliver a presentation. During
the process, students develop as independent,
reflective learners and acquire knowledge and
transferable skills that are invaluable for further study at
university and eventually in the workplace.
Students are assessed on the product of their project
and on the whole research process itself. The EPQ is
classed as a full AS Level qualification – it is possible
to gain an A* grade, which is equivalent to 28 new
UCAS points.

@HELLOFREEMENS

WHAT IS THE UNIVERSITY POSITION ON THE
EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION?
The University of Birmingham have decided to follow
the example of Southampton and give a ‘cash value’ for
the EPQ from this year.
“The University of Birmingham has reviewed its
position on EPQ and for 2016 entry (and beyond) we will
be including the EPQ in our offers where students are
taking this in addition to three A Levels. Applicants who
offer the EPQ and meet our offer criteria will be made
the standard offer for their programme of choice and
an alternative offer which will be one grade lower plus
a grade A in the EPQ. For example where our standard
offer is AAA, the offer would be AAA or AAB plus A in the
EPQ. We believe that this recognises the importance of
independent learning and the value of this qualification
as preparation for Higher Education.”
Similarly, Leeds University recognises the value, effort
and enthusiasm applicants make in the EPQ, identifying
that some admissions tutors may wish to make an
alternative offer to applicants, involving successful
completion of the EPQ.
Oxford University state that “the EPQ encourages
students to develop research and academic skills
relevant to undergraduate study … you will be a more
convincing applicant if you can demonstrate breadth
of reading and independent research into your chosen
subject, if you have pursued study beyond that required
by your school syllabus.”
King’s College London consider that the EPQ is an
excellent tool for supporting independent research skills
and allows students to study a particular area in greater
depth; this subject exploration could then be included
in a personal statement.
28 % of UCAS offers this year have included a reduced
offer with the EPQ result, including plenty of Russell
Group universities such as Exeter, Nottingham and
Southampton.
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Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
EPQ FROM A STUDENT PERSPECTIVE

“The skills that you develop
are exactly the skills you need
at university. I went into the
interview with knowledge of
my subject beyond my
A Level syllabus and it meant
that I could talk about
something that I was
passionate about and that
I'd really enjoyed doing, and
I think that genuine passion
and enthusiasm comes across
in the interview.”
STAFFING
Mrs Harriet Pennington
Mrs Sarah Stewart
Mrs Judy Vatcher
Mr Andrew Illingworth
Dr Sarah Pinniger
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Enrichment
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr A Weston

The City of London Freemen’s School
Enrichment Programme aims to develop
the ‘whole person’. We want Freemen’s
students to be confident in their abilities
to learn, lead and make a difference.
In practice, this means leading younger year students
in developing useful skills, including problem-solving
skills, having an awareness of the world around them
and how they fit into it, and developing a sense of social
justice and communal responsibility – in short, we want
all our students to be good and responsible citizens.
Sixth Form students get involved leading others in
projects such as supporting charities, learning skills that
will benefit the wider community, taking part in musical
and drama activities, playing sports and attending
university taster courses. Crucially, acquired skills need
to be practically applied if they are to benefit the
individual and the community.
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITY AFTERNOONS
Enrichment Programme activity time takes place on
Wednesdays from 11am to 1pm, and aims to enhance
the social, physical and personal development of each
individual student.
Enrichment is continually evolving, and examples listed
here should be seen as representative rather than set
decisions. Whatever is ultimately offered, however,
Lower 6 (Year 12) students will have a choice of a
variety of modules that provide opportunities to
develop leadership skills and community service
activities. Each of these will generally last one half term.
Activities may include running language clubs, visiting
local primary schools, visiting residents in local
sheltered housing, helping in local charity shops, taking
part in Model UN conferences, or developing their own
modules to enhance younger year opportunities to
learn, lead and make a difference.

#LOVEFREEMENS
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Careers and Higher Education
HEAD OF SIXTH FORM CAREERS: Miss R Willis
HEAD OF HIGHER EDUCATION: Mr A Parkin
The Careers and Higher Education programme at
Freemen’s culminates in the Sixth Form and provides
students with the knowledge, opportunity awareness,
support and motivation to successfully take the next
step in their lives. Our ambition is to achieve, alongside
students and parents, the best possible outcome for
our leavers.
A number of speakers are invited to Freemen’s in
person and via weblink to provide specialist careers
advice during assemblies and lunchtime or after school
events. Recently, representatives from the spheres of
engineering, finance, aviation, entrepreneurship, and
music have spoken in lunchtime sessions focusing on
the opportunities in their industries. Freemen’s also
holds a Careers, Education and Gap Convention which
puts students in touch with employers, universities, and
gap providers. Recent collaborators have included EY,
ExxonMobil, the NHS, BP, and the Universities of Bath
and Cambridge.
Students at Freemen’s also have access to careers
events organised by the City of London, and this year
small groups of students have attended an
apprenticeship fair and a creative careers dinner,
both held at Guildhall.
If a Sixth Former wishes to apply to the Universities of
Oxford and Cambridge, information sessions and
specialist information are provided. This programme is
run by Mr Parkin and aims to give Freemen’s candidates
the best possible chance of making a successful
application. Support includes guidance on admissions
assessments, mock interviews, and advice from Old
Frees currently studying at Oxbridge.
Any students wishing to study medicine, veterinary
science and dentistry at university are also
provided with a specialist plan to increase their
chances of success. This programme of interviews,
speakers and discussion is led by Mrs Fox who sits on a
university medical applications panel.
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Applications to foreign universities are becoming
increasingly popular and in recent years, Freemen’s
students have gone on to study courses in Hong Kong,
Canada and the United States amongst
other destinations.
At Freemen’s we are aware that a university
application may not be the best route for everyone
and that increasingly large numbers of students are
considering higher or degree apprenticeships and other
school leaver programmes run by major international
businesses and professional services companies.
Careers staff will support all students who wish to
proceed down this or any other route after school.
As well as receiving support from members of staff,
students are signed up to the Morrisby web platform,
which helps them to explore their careers interests and
aptitudes, and the Unifrog platform which aids students
in researching and shortlisting universities in the UK and
abroad as well as apprenticeships.
Miss Willis - rebecca.willis@freemens.org
Mr Parkin - adrian.parkin@freemens.org

Biology
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr J Graham
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL (specification B)
SPECIFICATION CODE: 9BI0
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Biology Grade 7, GCSE
Mathematics Grade 6

additional ecological surveys and discuss cutting-edge
biological research. All Biology teachers at Freemen’s
are experienced in teaching the A Level course, and
several have worked as examiners or trainers for various
examination boards.

COURSE CONTENT
Biology A Level is a concept-based course
combining traditional and modern biological ideas.
Many familiar topics from GCSE are studied together
with new subjects such as Epigenetics and
Microbiology, giving a taste of the breadth of study
Biology offers. Additionally, mathematical skills are
taught and mathematical questions make up 10% of
the examination. A Level Biology allows development
of specific practical techniques, which are assessed
throughout the course. To achieve a pass, students
must demonstrate competence in all the practical skills.

WHO SHOULD STUDY BIOLOGY?
“I like to define Biology as the history of the earth and
all its life - past, present, and future.”

COURSE ASSESSMENT

Biologists work in some of the most innovative and
exciting areas of science, helping to solve the biggest
challenges currently faced by people and the planet.
Choosing Biology will give you a broad base of skills,
developing your abilities in communication, teamwork
and how to think logically and critically as well as
gaining deeper subject knowledge. Having such a broad
skill set gives opportunity to study a wide range of
biological degree subjects and will make you more
attractive to employers. It is often useful to choose
Physics, Maths or Chemistry as your other A Levels,
if you want to pursue a scientific career. Biology is not
only for the pure scientists, however, and is a good
choice if you want to combine your love of science with
other subjects.

Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes (30%).
Advanced Biochemistry, Microbiology, Genetics.
Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes (30%).
Advanced Physiology, Evolution, Ecology.
Paper 3: 2 hours 30 minutes (40%).
General and Practical Principles in Biology.
EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES
Students may participate in the Royal Society of
Biology’s Olympiads in both the Upper and Lower 6.
Optional lecture visits to the Royal Institution are
popular and may provide inspiration for the extended
project. There is no coursework, but a one-day field
trip at the end of the Lower 6 is an integral part of the
course. Students aiming to study Medicine, Veterinary
Science or Dentistry receive additional specialist
guidance throughout the Sixth Form. This includes
interview techniques and practice, UCAT and BMAT
training, outside speakers, a trip to a surgical skills
workshop, and guidance on how to obtain a work
experience placement. There is a student-run Medical
society available to A Level students. In the Biology
Extension group, students can do dissections,

@HELLOFREEMENS

Rachel Carson, author of ‘The Silent Spring’, thus
describes the breadth and depth of the subject. There
is no such thing as a typical biologist; entering a career
in Biology could take you in almost any direction you
can think of, and to anywhere in the world. Recent
Freemen’s alumni are now working in fields as diverse
as biochemistry, genetic research, medicine, rainforest
ecology and veterinary practice.

6

Business
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs J Marvin
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL
SPECIFICATION CODE: 9BS0
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Mathematics Grade 6
Business concerns the world around us. Students are
encouraged to relate their experience as a buyer of
goods and services to business theory and economic
events and to understand how government and
business work together. They will learn and use a
variety of transferable skills throughout the course,
including the important business skills of decision
making and planning. Studying Business enables
students to develop a critical approach, through
rational and logical argument of both sides of a case.
COURSE CONTENT
The course aims to make students think about the
contribution of business to society in an analytical
manner following 4 key themes:
Theme 1: Marketing and people.
Theme 2: Managing business and activities.
Theme 3: Business decisions and strategy.
Theme 4: Global business.
Students are introduced to business in Themes 1 and 2
through building knowledge of core business concepts
and applying them to business contexts to develop a
broad understanding of how businesses work. Themes
3 and 4, require students to take a more strategic view
of business opportunities and issues.
Students can choose to extend their studies by taking
part in a wide range of lectures and entering many
external competitions.
HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREERS
Business combines well with a range of social science,
humanities and mathematical subjects. It could lead
to university studies in such areas as business,
management, economics, finance and accountancy.
The course covers important elements in the
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examinations of many professional bodies and
students will have a head start in careers within
marketing, accountancy and human resources.
Well over half of our students progress to Business
Management Degrees.
ASSESSMENT
Students will sit three papers at the end of the two
years:
Paper 1: Marketing, people and global businesses,
2 hours, 100 marks, 35% of A Level.
Paper 2: Business activities, decisions and strategy,
2 hours, 100 marks, 35% of A Level.
Paper 3: Investigating business in a competitive
environment, 2 hours, 100 marks, 30% of A Level.
This paper will assess content across the four themes.
WHO SHOULD STUDY THE COURSE?
Students should have an interest in learning how a
business is organised, operates, plans and makes its
decisions, as well as how it interacts with the wider
economic environment. It is not necessary to have
studied business subjects at GCSE; however, a
reasonable level of numeracy and the ability to express
a written argument are important and so good passes
in GCSE Mathematics and English are essential.

Chemistry
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Dr S Pinniger
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 7405
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Chemistry and
GCSE Mathematics, both Grade 7
COURSE CONTENT
Why do puddles of water evaporate even on a cold
day? What do atoms really look like? Why do different
compounds have different colours? Studying A Level
Chemistry sets students on a path toward being able
to really understand how Chemistry works instead of
just learning it. AQA Chemistry includes a wide range of
Physical, Inorganic and Organic Chemistry topics and
incorporates many important skill areas, including
communication, technology and the application of
number. You will do a lot of practical work to help
support the learning of Chemistry content, as well as
wider skills such as data analysis, critical evaluation of
information, communication and collaborative work.
COURSE ASSESSMENT
You will be examined on your ability to:
• Recall and explain concepts.
• Apply concepts to theoretical, laboratory and
commercial situations.
• Quantitatively analyse chemical processes.
• Understand and use laboratory techniques.
Paper 1: Inorganic and Physical Chemistry. 2 hours,
35% of the A Level.
Paper 2: Organic and Physical Chemistry. 2 hours,
35% of the A Level.
Paper 3: Synoptic; practical skills and data analysis.
2 hours, 30% of the A Level.
In addition, A Level students will be assessed on their
practical skills over the two years and given a Pass or
Unclassified comment.
EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES
A Level Chemists are encouraged to participate in the
Cambridge Chemistry Challenge and RSC Chemistry
Olympiad. Students have the opportunity to widen their

#LOVEFREEMENS

knowledge of Chemistry by attending external lectures
by prominent scientists at the Chemistry in Action study
day and attending Chemistry extension club. In Upper 6
we are visited by Postgraduate Chemists from Imperial
College who lead a Spectroscopy workshop to enhance
understanding of analytical techniques.
WHO SHOULD STUDY CHEMISTRY?
The course is suitable for those wishing to study
Chemistry or related subjects such as Engineering or
Biomedicine to degree level, including Oxford and
Cambridge. It is useful not only for those who need
A Level Chemistry as a ‘tool’ for further studies (e.g.
those wishing to become doctors, pharmacists,
veterinarians, or dentists where Chemistry is a
prerequisite), but also for those who wish to extend
their chemical knowledge and understanding further
before seeking employment. Chemists develop skills in
scientific methods, logical thinking, critical analysis, and
mathematical ability all of which make you attractive to
future universities and employers. Mathematical
competency is an advantage.
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Chemistry
A FUTURE IN CHEMISTRY
It is estimated that the chemical industry has grown
by more than 3% each year since 2000. Nobody knows
what the jobs of the future will look like, but many of
them will be created in Chemistry to solve global
challenges such as human health, energy and the
environment. (Royal Society of Chemistry). A Level
Chemistry is demanding, however if you work hard you
should enjoy yourself and find it highly stimulating and
intellectually rewarding.
STAFFING
A Level Chemistry is taught by Dr Pinniger, Mrs
Burton, Mr Moran, Mr Davies and Ms Mistry; each class
is assigned two teachers who deliver half of the course
in parallel.
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Classical Civilisation
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr A Chadwick
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR
SPECIFICATION CODE: H408
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE English Grade 6 (no
Latin or Greek is required to study
Classical Civilisation)

COURSE ASSESSMENT
The course is assessed through three examinations at
the end of the course. The questions range from short
answer questions, extended discursive paragraphs to
formal essays. Results over the past few years have
been excellent.

WHY STUDY CLASSICAL CIVILISATION?
Why study the ancient world? Students find the culture
of the ancient Greeks and Romans compelling and
relevant to today’s world. Themes of love, war, justice,
guilt, revenge, the role of women, and power, to name
but a few, resonate with the great social and political
debates of today.

WHO SHOULD STUDY THE SUBJECT?
Classical civilisation can be taken by students who wish
to specialise in the study of the arts and humanities or
by those who would like to supplement their work in
the sciences.

Classical civilisation is the study of the ancient world
in translation. The worlds of Greece and Rome are as
relevant today as they have ever been, informing many
of our concepts of democracy, philosophy, art,
literature and civilisation. As the great Roman politician
and philosophero Cicero wrote, ‘To be ignorant of your
past is to remain forever a child.’
COURSE CONTENT
The course consists of three papers:

You can do anything with Classics: journalism and
politics, like Boris Johnson; drama and acting, like Tom
Hiddlestone; computer programming, like Kathryn
Parsons; medicine, like Anthony Fauci; football and
management like Frank Lampard. No career is closed to
a Classicist. Employers value our ability to think harder
than anyone else. Many students go on to study a
Classical subject at university.
STAFFING
Mr A B Chadwick
Mrs R Holmes
Mr W J Ash

The World of the Hero: a study of ancient epic; either
the Iliad or the Odyssey, together with the Aeneid.
Culture and the Arts:
One of:
• Greek Theatre
• Imperial Image
• Invention of the Barbarian
• Greek Art
Beliefs and Ideas:
One of:
• Greek Religion
• Love and Relationships
• Politics of the Late Republic
• Democracy and the Athenians
The department can tailor these options to the
preference of the students. We can adjust our teaching
to suit the tastes of the class.

@HELLOFREEMENS
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Computer Science
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr O James
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR
SPECIFICATION CODE: H446 A
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Computing or
GCSE Computer Science Grade 7
WHY STUDY COMPUTER SCIENCE?
This course enables learners to develop:
• An understanding of and ability to apply the
fundamental principles and concepts of
computer science.
• The ability to analyse problems in computational
terms through practical experience of solving
problems and writing programs.
• The capacity to think creatively, innovatively,
analytically, logically and critically.
• The capacity to see relationships between different
aspects of computer science.
• An understanding of the impact that technology is
having and may have in the future on us individually
and on society.
COURSE CONTENT
Computational thinking.
Problem solving techniques.
Contemporary processors, input, output and
storage devices.
• Systems software, application and
software development.
• Networks, web technologies and techniques for
compressing and encrypting data.
• Databases.
• Data types, structures and standard algorithms
used to manipulate them.
• Legal, cultural, moral and ethical issues relating to
Computer Science.

•
•
•

COURSE ASSESSMENT
Students will sit two written papers at the end of the
A Level course which each contribute 40% to the overall
mark. They will also complete a programming project
in the second year which accounts for 20% of the final
qualification grade.
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WHO SHOULD STUDY THIS COURSE?
"Computing is not about computers anymore. It is
about living.” – Nicholas Negroponte.
Students who wish to study Computer Science at
university must take A Level Mathematics and should
consider Further Mathematics. A Level Computer
Science is for those students who wish to study the
subject further before entering Higher Education.
A Level Computer Science is highly regarded by both
universities and employers. It is a great enabling subject
to choose alongside a range of other options; previous
students at Freemen's have gone on to study Business,
Economics and Engineering at university as well as
various branches of Computer Science. It can also help
with any subject that involves data analysis including all
of the sciences and social sciences. Careers within
Computer Science are extraordinarily diverse with
options from cyber security, networking, games
development, systems analysis, software development
to consultancy, web content management, artificial
intelligence and machine learning development and
forensic computer analysis.
WHO TEACHES THE COURSE?
The course is taught by the Head of Department,
Mr James who has been teaching Computer Science for
seven years.

Design and Technology
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr S Sarsfield
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 7552
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Design and
Technology Grade 6, GCSE Mathematics Grade 6,
GCSE English Grade 6, GCSE Science Grade 6
COURSE CONTENT
This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives
students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge and
confidence to succeed in a number of careers,
especially those in the creative industries. They will
investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and
economic influences on design and technology, whilst
enjoying opportunities to put their learning in to
practice by producing products of their choice.
Students will gain a real understanding of what it means
to be a designer, alongside the knowledge and skills
sought by Higher Education and employers.
The course will encourage students to:
• Develop and sustain their own innovation, creativity
and design and technology capability, to recognise
constraints and to produce high quality products.
• Develop a critical understanding of the influences
of the processes and products of design and
technological activity from a historical perspective
and in current practice.
• Apply essential knowledge, understanding and
skills of design production processes to a range of
technological activities and develop an
understanding of industrial practices.
• Use ICT to enhance their design and
technological capability.
• Develop as discerning consumers able to make
informed choices.
• Develop positive attitudes of co-operation and
citizenship and work collaboratively.
• Develop an understanding of health and safety, to
develop moral, spiritual, ethical, social and cultural
awareness inherent in design and
technological activity.
• Develop critical evaluation skills in technical,
aesthetic, economic, environmental, social, and
cultural contexts.

#LOVEFREEMENS

There are two excellent visits during the course to
Design in Action lectures in Central London and the
Mini Car Factory in Cowley.
COURSE ASSESSMENT
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students
will sit all their exams and submit all their non-exam
assessment at the end of the course.
Paper 1: 2.5 hours, 30%, Core technical principles and
core designing and making principles.
Paper 2: 1.5 hours, 20%, Specialist knowledge, technical
and designing and making principles.
NEA (non exam assessment): 45 hours,
50% practical application of technical principles,
designing and making principles and
specialist knowledge.
WHO SHOULD STUDY DESIGN TECHNOLOGY?
Anyone considering a degree or career in:
• Engineering
• Architecture
• Product design
• Creative industries
Students with Design Technology A level will have a
massive advantage over other students who have no
practical background. This subject will teach you core
skills that are essential to these degree courses;
including hand sketching, computer aided design, use
of tools and machinery, project management, design
development, and practical application of science
and maths.
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Drama
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs J McCullagh
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL
SPECIFICATION CODE: 9DR0
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE English Literature
Grade 6
“Logic will get you from A to B, but imagination will take
you everywhere.” – Albert Einstein.
This exciting course integrates both practical and
academic study of plays, practitioners, and the theatre
making process. The syllabus has three components
and aims to develop and assess students’ knowledge
of theatre. The course has been designed to enable
students to understand the demands of performance
values in theatre, looking at the roles of performers,
designers and directors. The course lends itself to
further study beyond Sixth form.
COURSE ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Devising (40%). Internally assessed and
externally moderated (80 Marks). Students use one key
extract from a performance text and a theatre
practitioner as stimuli. They are assessed in two parts
which form their NEA.
1. A portfolio (60 marks). This can be handwritten or
typed evidence between 2500–3000 words or
recorded / verbal evidence between 12–14 minutes,
or a combination of handwritten / typed evidence
(between 1250–1500 words) and recorded / verbal
evidence (between 6–7 minutes).
2. The devised performance / design realisation
(20 marks). This will be to an intended audience.
Component 2: Text in Performance 20%. Externally
assessed (60 marks). The classroom teacher will make
an informed choice of performance texts for the
students to perform to an external examiner between
February and March in the second year of study. They
will have to prepare:
1. A group performance / design realisation of one key
extract from a performance text (36 marks).
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2. A monologue or duologue performance / design
realisation from one key extract from a different
performance text (24 marks).
Component 3: Theatre Making in Practice (40%).
Written examination (80 marks). This unit prepares
students for a written examination (2 hours 30
minutes). It is marked out of 80 and is comprised of
three sections:
Section A - Live Theatre Evaluation (20 marks).
Students answer one extended response question from
a choice of two requiring them to analyse and evaluate
a live theatre performance they have seen. Students are
allowed to bring in theatre evaluation notes of up to a
maximum of 500 words.
Section B - Page to Stage: Realising a Performance Text
(36 marks). Students answer two extended response
questions based on an unseen extract from the
performance text they have studied. They will

Drama
demonstrate how they, as theatre makers, intend to
realise the extract in performance and answer from the
perspective of a performer and a designer. The text
chosen by the centre in this section is from a prescribed
list suggested by the board.
Section C - Interpreting a Performance Text (24 marks).
Students will answer one extended response question
from a choice of two using their chosen text and will
demonstrate how their re‐imagined production concept
will communicate ideas to a contemporary audience.
The text chosen by the centre in this section is from a
prescribed list suggested by the board.
TAKING THE SUBJECT FURTHER
The Drama and Theatre studies course sufficiently
prepares you for an application to Drama schools
should you wish to pursue a career in the arts
industry. Drama is widely accepted for most degree
courses across Universities, including Russell group
universities studying subjects such as Law, English,
History, Government and politics, media studies, Events
management, Journalism, Teaching and many more.
The skills acquired within drama do not just prepare you
for a job within the arts industry, but offers key
transferable skills in creativity, problem solving, team
work, research and critical thinking, as well as effective
presentation skills which are valued highly and are
needed for any industry. Many of our students have
gone on to obtain successful places at top universities
or highly competitive drama schools.
CO-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
• Workshops with theatre professionals.
• Talks with theatre professionals about their role
within the industry.
• Experience of theatre abroad (2018 students
studied at the renowned Fontainbleau School
of Acting).
• Building performance experience to strengthen
applications to drama schools, or university.
• Edinburgh Fringe Festival.
• Theatre visits into London.

@HELLOFREEMENS

TEACHERS OF DRAMA
Jo McCullagh – Director of Drama
Mrs McCullagh has taught at Freemen’s for the last
seven years and has successfully led the Drama
Department in that time. Mrs McCullagh has high
standards of teaching and learning at A Level and has
obtained excellent results throughout her time at the
School. Before taking up the post as director of Drama,
Mrs McCullagh was the Head of Department at an
all-boys school in Greater London, and so has an
impressive 13 years of teaching and leading under her
belt. Drama is Mrs McCullagh’s subject specialism,
having studied the subject at university and then
continuing to complete her PGCE in the subject.
Mrs McCullagh is exceptionally proud of the alumni
who have taken the subject in recent years, with at least
one student each year successfully gaining a place and
continuing their studies at drama school.
Sarah Marr – Teacher of Drama
Miss Marr is an excellent teacher who completed her
professional training at GSA (Guildford school of Acting).
She is highly disciplined in Drama and Dance, and can
often be seen in shows outside of Freemen’s. Miss Marr
joined the school in 2020 as her first teaching position
and has brought a wealth of knowledge to the drama
curriculum. It has been evident in the time teaching
A Level that Miss Marr is able to draw out and inspire
the best in our students so that they can exceed their
expectations and grow as performers and individuals.
Jeremy Colton – Teacher of Drama
Mr Colton is a passionate and driven drama teacher
who completed his professional training at GSA
(Guildford School of Acting). He has worked
professionally in theatre, television and film, alongside
his role as an England Squash coach and has shown
commitment to passing on the knowledge he has
obtained in his professional capacity to our students.
Mr Colton joined the school in January 2020 and since
that time he as inspired, motivated and cultivated
passion in our students across all Key Stages. His A Level
teaching draws upon many years of professional work
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Drama
experience to be able to refine the approaches of
our students and he has been a real asset to
the department.
FREEMEN’S DRAMA ALUMNI
“I went to the University of York and I studied theatre:
writing directing and performance. I graduated with a
2:1 and am currently seeking employment in the
television industry. My time studying Drama at A Level
solidified my love for the subject and helped me
understand how we can learn about ourselves and the
world around us from seeing pieces of entertainment
and art. The support from staff and students around me
built my confidence in this particular subject and helped
me feel comfortable pursuing it into higher education
and hopefully beyond.”
Ed Foster, University of York (2016)
FREEMEN’S DRAMA ALUMNI
“A Level Drama gave me a totally unique curriculum to
pursue alongside my other studies during Sixth Form –
one that was far more creative and much less writing
or textbook based. Drama made me make sure I could
justify my ideas, but it also gave me the confidence
to do so. You can really put a mark of identity on your
work – it is your ideas coming to fruition and represents
a part of what you take from the piece you are working
on, within reason there is no wrong answer and that
creativity is so special.
A highlight for me was the freedom we had to explore
both contemporary and historical social issues and take
these from text to stage. The aspect of interpreting
written word and considering the context around the
writer, play, character – all important to relay in
performance – was invaluable for other subjects and
later my degree. I have gone on to study Theology and
Religion at the University of Birmingham, and the
critical skills Drama gave me have been invaluable to
the sociological aspect of religious studies. In a similar
way to Drama, in my degree there is a lot of
interpretation involved, and the ability to practise your
subject, and ultimately career, with consideration for
various lenses and worldviews is not only essential but is
also a beautiful thing.”
Olli Meek, University of Birmingham (2016)

15

Economics
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs J Marvin
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 7136
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Mathematics Grade 7,
GCSE English Grade 6

Paper 2: National and International Economy – 2 hours,
80 marks, 33.3% of A Level.
Section A: Data response – choose one context from a
choice of two.
Section B: Essay – choose one context from a choice
of three.

Economics is the study of the science of human
behaviour, in relation to the real choices that people
make in the world around them. In this course students
will learn about the way in which individuals and
organisations choose to use their scarce resources, the
role of markets for goods and services and how
governments intervene to influence behaviour.

Paper 3: Economic Principles and Aims – 2 hours,
80 marks, 33.3% of A Level;
Section A: 30 micro and macro MCQ.
Section B: Extended writing questions based on an
unseen case study.

The course encourages students to consider current
political and economic events and to analyse their
impact. It enables students to develop a critical
approach, through rational and logical argument of
both sides of a case.

WHO SHOULD STUDY THE COURSE?
A main requirement is an interest in the world outside
school and in current affairs. It is not necessary to study
Mathematics at A Level, but students should have a
very good pass in GCSE Mathematics, be confident
interpreting a range of data, and also comfortable with
writing extended essay answers to questions.

COURSE CONTENT
Students examine models of demand for, and supply of,
goods and services, and how prices are set in different
markets. They consider government intervention in
markets, and the overall performance of the UK
economy and government economic policy, in relation
to taxation, interest rates and spending.
Study will be set in the context of current economic
developments and global markets. They may choose to
extend their studies by attending a series of talks and
lectures both through the department’s BEST society
and external invitations. Students will have the
opportunity to take part in many external competitions
such as the RES Young Economist of the Year.

By the end of the course students will have developed
essay writing skills and powers of logical argument and
recognise how to present findings and conclusions in
the form of a structured report. Economics can be
successfully combined with any A Level subject other
than Business.
It is an excellent addition to the sciences as it
demonstrates different skills and interests, and is also
particularly useful if studied alongside Politics,
Geography, Languages or Mathematics.

ASSESSMENT
Final assessment takes place at the end of the second
year through three papers.
Paper 1: Markets and Market Failure – 2 hours,
80 marks, 33.3% of A Level.
Section A: Data response – choose one context from a
choice of two.
Section B: Essay – choose one context from a choice
of three.

#LOVEFREEMENS
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English Literature
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Dr Markus Klinge
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR
SPECIFICATION CODE: H472
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE English Literature
Grade 6
COURSE CONTENT
“Literature is where I go to explore the highest and
lowest places in human society and in the human spirit.”
– Salman Rushdie.

College, Dublin) and Professor Brian Cummings
(University of York).
COURSE ASSESSMENT
Terminal assessment takes place at the end of the
second year.
Component 1: Shakespeare and Drama and Poetry
pre-1900, 2 hours 30 mins closed-text examination,
40% of A Level.

English Literature opens up a world of creativity and
inspiration to all who opt to study it at A Level.
Literature allows pupils to make sense of people,
cultures, history, society and themselves. Lessons
involve discussion, open communication and views
being challenged.

Component 2: Close reading in chosen topic area and
Comparative and Contextual Study, 2 hours 30 mins
closed-text examination, 40% of A Level.

All of the English teachers deliver the course at A Level,
and our wide variety of interests and specialisms allow
for pupils’ individual literary preferences to be
supported, particularly regarding university preparation
and applications. In recent years we have had many
pupils go on to read English at university, including at
Cambridge, Oxford, Birmingham, Exeter, Warwick, and
majoring in English at Princeton. Two former Freemen’s
pupils have gone on to chair the English Society at
Exeter University.

WHERE CAN IT TAKE YOU?
English Literature prepares students for any degree or
career which requires creativity, empathy, close reading
and analytical skills. The analytical and communication
abilities that English A Level provides are transferable
skills that are useful for almost any degree, qualification
or career. Commonly our pupils progress to read
degrees in English, History, Law, Journalism and to
careers in advertising, HR and management. Employers
are increasingly seeking workers who have strong
interpersonal, analytical and communication skills – all
of which are enhanced by the study of literature.

Beyond the classroom, the English Department runs a
creative writing magazine, The Dragon, which publishes
student poems and short stories. Our Shakespeare
Society meets weekly to discuss the plays and poems
of the Bard, and aims to go to the theatre to see one
Shakespeare play per term; for 2021, a Jane Austin
Society is planned – appropriate, as Main House
(Ashtead Park) may have been the inspiration for
Emma’s House in Sense and Sensibility! The English
Department also runs the school debating society, and
many of our A Level pupils are active members of the
society. The highlight of the year is our annual
Shakespeare Conference, an academic conference in
which students, staff and invited university academics
present their own research papers on a given theme.
In 2021, our keynote speakers were Professor Emma
Smith (Oxford), Professor Nicholas Grene (Trinity
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Component 3: Critical Essay and Comparative Essay, 2
essays (3000 words) coursework folder, 20% of A Level.

Most importantly, prospective English Literature pupils
must remember they will have the pleasure of reading
literature and not textbooks as they study their A Level
course. To quote Jane Austen: “I declare after all there is
no enjoyment like reading!”

Fine Art
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs E Bowey
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDUQAS
SPECIFICATION CODE: A651QS
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Art Grade 7
The A Level Fine Art course has been designed to
provide students with opportunities to develop a broad
foundation of critical, practical and theoretical skills.
The course offers students access to understanding of a
range of practices and contexts in the visual arts, crafts
and design fields. Students have access to the full range
of materials available in the department including
painting, printmaking, textiles, mixed media,
photography, installation and 3D.
Fine Art is not just about traditional painting, instead
this specialism is chosen by the department because it
is rooted in ideas, intellectual concepts, self‐expression
and free of external constraints. Fine Art may be
created to communicate ideas and messages about
the observed world, the qualities of materials,
perceptions, or preconceptions. It can also be used to
explore personal and cultural identity, society and how
we live, visual language, and technology.
The greatest strength of the course is its focus on
teaching students to innovate, adapt and work
independently. Students learn to think critically and
analytically, to take risks and challenge themselves past
what they believed possible.
The course is taught by all three teachers in the
department, between us we share a broad range of
skills and industry experience.
In the first two terms you will revisit old skills
and learn new ones; working towards your first
exhibition in the Spring Term. Following this you will
identify a tutor from the three teachers who will focus
on your development of conceptual and practical work
for the remainder of the course. There are two further
exhibitions in the Summer Term of your first and
second year.

@HELLOFREEMENS
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Fine Art
WHO SHOULD STUDY ART?
A Level Fine Art is suitable for those who are interested
in and passionate about making, creating,
discussing and engaging with Art. The course is
designed to challenge you, to make you think, to
problem solve, to innovate. Practical skills are fostered
and built over time and the beginning of the course
looks at both strengths and weaknesses in order to
improve. A perceived lack of skill should not impact
your decision to choose the subject if you are
passionate about it.
COURSE CONTENT
The WJEC Eduqas A Level in Art and Design is conceived
as a two‐year linear qualification.
Component 1: Personal Investigation, 60% of
qualification, internally assessed, externally moderated.
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment, 40% of
qualification, internally assessed, externally moderated.
COURSE ASSESSMENT
All work is assessed internally, using four equally
weighted assessment objectives.
AO1: Develop ideas through sustained and focused
investigations informed by contextual and other
sources, demonstrating analytical and
critical understanding.
AO2: Explore and select appropriate resources, media,
materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and
refining ideas as work develops.
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to
intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress.
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that
realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes
connections between visual and other elements.
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French
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs S Hankin
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 7652
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE French Grade 7
A Level French helps students develop confident,
effective communication skills in French and a thorough
understanding of the culture of countries and
communities where French is spoken. It develops an
interest in, and enthusiasm for, language learning and
encourages students to consider their study of the
language in a broader context. The course aims to
enable students to develop and build on the skills
acquired at GCSE, to develop their ability to write and
speak in French with accurate grammar and syntax for a
range of purposes and to understand written or spoken
French in a variety of contexts and genres.
COURSE CONTENT
The course is designed to inspire all students who
have an appreciation of the language, literature,
film and culture of the French-speaking world.
The engaging themes are closely linked to the most
interesting aspects of France and French-speaking
communities. The study of both literature and film
is introduced at A level, providing an opportunity
for developing analytical essay-writing skills. The
independent research project enables pupils to talk
about a theme of personal interest.
THEMES
The four themes address a range of social issues and
trends, as well as aspects of the political and artistic
culture of France and French-speaking countries.
Theme One, for example, considers changes in French
society, education and the world of work. Theme Two,
however, requires students to broaden their knowledge
across francophone countries through the study of
music, media, festivals and traditions.
TEXTS AND FILMS
The study of film and literature is a keystone of the
A Level course and provides an opportunity for in-depth
study. The current programme offers the film Un Long
Dimanche de Fiançailles by the director Jean-Pierre
Jeunet and Un Sac de Billes by Joffo.

#LOVEFREEMENS

WHO SHOULD STUDY FRENCH?
Students need to show real enthusiasm for
communicating in French. Classes will be conducted in
French and students must be willing to use their French
as the main means of communication. They should have
a sound grammatical awareness, including tenses and
key structures. A willingness to learn by rote is
important, as is a curiosity to find out more about
France through independent research.
HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREERS
Languages combine well with a range of social science,
humanities and science subjects. The range and
combination of courses available is very wide from
French with Music at Liverpool to Biochemistry with
French at Imperial. Languages are increasingly in
demand by businesses that operate in Europe and
those wishing to break into new markets. The most
recent CBI survey shows that French remains the
language in highest demand by British business at 50%.
COURSE ASSESSMENT
Terminal assessment takes place at the end of the
second year.
Paper 1: Listening comprehension, reading
comprehension and translations. 2 1/2 hours, 50%.
Paper 2: Essay paper on film and literary text.
2 hours, 20%.
Paper 3: Oral: discussion of a theme and
independent research project. 20 mins, 30%.
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Geography
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs O Bueno Lopez
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 7037
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Geography Grade 7
“Geography is the subject which holds the key to our
future. It is a living, breathing subject, constantly
adapting itself to change. It is dynamic and relevant.
For me geography is a great adventure with a purpose.”
– Michael Palin
Geography allows young people to engage with the
dynamic, complex and controversial world in which
they live. Students need to be able to understand and
take a stance on the biggest issues the planet faces
and the geography course at Freemen’s is modern
and contemporary to prepare students for life in the
21st Century.
COURSE CONTENT
The A Level course follows on naturally from the GCSE
course, with the familiar structure of physical and
human geography. In physical geography, students will
study global hazards, such as volcanoes, wild fires and
hurricanes and how these are affecting the developed
and developing world; the importance of water and
carbon cycling through a study of the tropical rainforest
and local river flooding; hot desert environments and
the issues facing people living in deserts. Underlying
the physical course is the concept of a changing climate.
In the human course, students will study globalisation,
and the impacts of transnational corporations; Place,
and how people create and interact with places in the
world; and the challenge of a globally increasing
population. Whilst taught and examined separately,
students are encouraged to consider the links between
the physical and human world throughout the course.
Students will also experience the world first hand
through compulsory fieldwork including; a 5 day
residential trip, several day trips to London and local
areas as well as regular university style lectures after
school as part of our extension opportunities.
Mrs Middlehurst, Mrs Pennington and Mrs
Bueno-Lopez teach geography A Level.
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SKILLS REQUIRED
Geography is unique in that it truly bridges the arts
and science divide, offering a diverse and valuable skill
set. Students will gain skills of analysis, interpretation,
prediction, statistics, and the ability to link people, place
and process – Michael Palin ‘thinking geographically’, or
holistically about issues. The field trips enable students
to work as part of a team, communicate, design and
pursue a project; develop resilience through outdoor
study and all these skills are of direct relevance to the
demands of the workplace.
COURSE ASSESSMENT
The A Level comprises of two exams (physical and
human), both 2 and a half hours long (and worth 40%
of the A Level each), and a 4,000 word piece of
assessed coursework (worth 20%) which follows on
from a residential field trip to Barcelona in L6.
HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREERS
As a real world subject, that bridges the Arts and
Sciences, geographers are consistently in demand by
employers. The latest ‘what do graduates do’ survey by
HCSCS again identifies geography as the most
employable degree. In an increasingly globalised
workplace the unique perspective offered by
geographers is of value. As Sonja Stockton, Director of
Talent at PricewaterhouseCoopers says “What global
companies look for are people who we think can take a
global perspective. Students are well placed to do this
if they have taken opportunities to widen their cultural
perspective.” By reflecting critically on people and
places throughout the world, studying geography
enables this.

German
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs S Hankin
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 7662
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE German Grade 7
A Level German helps students develop confident,
effective communication skills in German and a
thorough understanding of the culture of countries and
communities where German is spoken. It develops an
interest in, and enthusiasm for, language learning and
encourages students to consider their study of the
language in a broader context. The course aims to
enable students to develop and build on the skills
acquired at GCSE, to develop their ability to write and
speak in German with accurate grammar and syntax for
a range of purposes and to understand written or
spoken German in a variety of contexts and genres.
COURSE CONTENT
The course is designed to inspire all students who have
an appreciation of the language, literature, film and
culture of the German-speaking world. The engaging
themes are closely linked to the most interesting
aspects of German, Austrian and Swiss society.
The study of both literature and film is introduced at
A Level, providing an opportunity for developing
analytical essay-writing skills. The independent research
project enables pupils to talk about a theme of
personal interest.
THEMES
The four themes address a range of social issues and
trends, as well as aspects of the political and artistic
culture of German and German-speaking countries.
Theme One, for example, considers the changing family,
the digital world and youth culture. Theme Two,
however, requires students to broaden their knowledge
of German culture through the study of art,
architecture, festivals and traditions.

ASSESSMENT
Terminal assessment takes place at the end of the
second year.
Paper 1: Listening comprehension, reading
comprehension, summaries and translations. 2 hours 30
mins, 50% of A Level.
Paper 2: Essay paper on film and texts 2 hours, 20%
of A Level.
Paper 3: Oral: discussion of a theme and research
project 20 mins, 30% of A Level.
WHO SHOULD STUDY GERMAN?
Students need to show real enthusiasm for
communicating in German. Classes will be conducted
in German and students must be willing to use their
German as the main means of communication. They
should have a sound grammatical awareness, including
tenses and key structures. A willingness to learn by rote
is important, as is a curiosity to find out more about
Germany through independent research.
HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREERS
Languages combine well with a range of social science,
humanities and science subjects. The range and
combination of courses available is very wide from
German and History at Warwick, to Biochemistry with
German at Imperial. Languages are increasingly in
demand by businesses that operate in Europe and
those wishing to break into new markets. The most
recent CBI survey shows that German remains one of
the languages most in demand by British business
at 49%.

TEXTS AND FILMS
The study of film and literature is a keystone of the
A Level course and provides an opportunity for in-depth
study. The current programme offers the film Das Leben
der Anderen by Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck and
the book Zonenkinder by Jana Hensel.

@HELLOFREEMENS
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History
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr A Weston
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR
SPECIFICATION CODE: H505
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE History, English
or Religious Studies Grade 6
History lets students enlarge their understanding of
human experience, evaluate arguments effectively,
handle evidence critically and communicate complex
issues clearly.
The study of past societies, individuals, and situations
increases the capacity for empathy, the abilities to
process information, defend opinions and to subject
claims to scrutiny. Students study modules that support
each other in course content and allow them to
understand this period from multiple perspectives. It is
not essential to have studied GCSE History, but the skills
developed there provide an effective foundation for
more advanced study. These modules may alter if
staffing within the department changes.
It is said that, “people without the knowledge of their
past history, origin and culture is like a tree without
roots”. Not only does History allow us to contextualise
our present, but it lets students enlarge their
understanding of human experience, evaluate
arguments effectively, handle evidence critically and
communicate complex issues clearly.
The study of past societies, individuals, and situations
increases the capacity for empathy, the abilities to
process information, defend opinions and to subject
claims to scrutiny. Students study modules that support
each other in course content and allow them to
understand this period from multiple perspectives.
It is not essential to have studied GCSE History, but the
skills developed there provide an effective foundation
for more advanced study. Candidates taking History
often attend the Batchelor Society, and also enter essay
competitions, and attend seminars held by groups such
as the Historical Association, the History Society and the
Liberal History Group.
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COURSE CONTENT
Unit 1: Britain 1846‐1918. This unit looks at the
beginning and development of modern British political
history, and examines how key figures such as
Gladstone, Disraeli, Palmerston and Peel moved the
nation towards liberal democracy. The depth study
is Britain 1900‐1918, a period that sees early moves
towards a welfare state and the rise of the Labour Party.
This unit is delivered by Mr Weston, who has taught
related modules since 2002, having studied modern
political history in Britain at St Andrews, graduating in
2001. He regularly attends the Gladstone Umbrella, a
weekend of papers and investigations concerning the
four-times Prime Minister, and in 2018 presented the
paper, Malice in Wonderland, exploring the animosity
between William Gladstone and Lewis Carroll.
Unit 2: The American Revolution, 1740-1796. British
control of America was a cornerstone of policy until
the events of 1776 established the United States as an
independent nation. This module explores the reasons
behind moves towards independence, the struggle
itself, and the early years of the US. The political
concepts with align well with Unit 1, and the historical
context is useful for Unit 3 and the NEA. This unit is
delivered by Miss Robinson, who joined the school in
2020 from Markham College, Peru.
Unit 3: Civil Rights in the USA, 1865-1992. This unit is
thematic, identifying turning points and developments
during the era. Civil Rights relates not just to the
struggle for equality faced by black Americans, but
also by women, native Americans and over unions and
labour rights. This unit is delivered by Miss Joss, whose
specialist knowledge in this area can again be put to
good use after a module and exam board change in
2018-19, Miss Farrington, who spent time studying in
the United States as part of her degree course, and also
by Miss Robinson, as a way of continuing the themes
developed in Unit 2.
Non‐Examined Assessment: Candidates also complete
NEA, a researched essay on an aspect of the American
Civil War chosen from a shortlist of approved titles. This
is overseen by Miss Farrington.

History
COURSE ASSESSMENT
Unit 1: 25% of the overall grade.
Unit 2: 15% of the overall grade.
Unit 3: 40% of the overall grade.
NEA: 20% of the overall grade.
WHO SHOULD STUDY HISTORY?
Many go on to read History or related subjects as
Undergraduates. It is highly respected by admissions
tutors and employers as a challenging, rigorous option,
and as especially good preparation for disciplines such
as law, economics and politics. As an enabling subject,
History complements almost all other subject choices
and previous candidates have ranged from those taking
connected subjects (Politics, Philosophy and Ethics,
English) to those looking to enhance their applications
to read Medicine.

#LOVEFREEMENS
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Mathematics
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr E Bramhall
EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel
SPECIFICATION CODE: 9MA0
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Mathematics Grade 7

“mathematics has beauty and romance. It’s not a boring
place to be, the mathematical world. It’s an
extraordinary place; it’s worth spending time there.”
– Marcus du Sautoy.

COURSE CONTENT
We currently study Edexcel Mathematics, which
comprises two pure mathematics papers and an applied
paper which is split between mechanics and statistics.
The A Level Mathematics course is designed to build
on and formalise the expertise gained at GCSE, where
mathematics rightly takes its place in the core
curriculum both for its intrinsic beauty and for its
ubiquitous applications.

COURSE ASSESSMENT
A Level Mathematics is a linear course. Three, two hour,
equally weighted written examinations will be taken at
the end of the Upper 6. Paper 1 and Paper 2 are both
Pure Mathematics papers and Paper 3 will be based on
Mechanics and Statistics.

Pure mathematics involves the study of algebra,
trigonometry, geometry, calculus, vectors and numerical
methods. Students learn to construct rigorous
mathematical arguments and to apply their knowledge
in a variety of contexts. In statistics, students learn a
variety of techniques to analyse and represent data.
They set up statistical models to represent real life
situations and to draw conclusions about them and
undertake practical data collection and analysis to test
hypotheses. The study of mechanics involves students
setting up mathematical models to represent situations
in the real world. They apply their knowledge of
physical principles and mathematical techniques to
solve problems involving forces and movement.
Mathematics is a building block for many different
courses and is particularly useful for STEM subjects,
although it can also be studied alongside arts subjects
for pupils who have a broad interest. The focus on
problem solving and logic is seen by universities and
employers as a key skill and as such is an enabling
qualification. We have a large department with 13 staff
who teach at A Level. Strong schemes of work and
regular assignments ensure that the pupils benefit from
the wealth of experience within the department.
Several staff have had other careers and bring this
real-life knowledge of mechanics and statistics into their
teaching. We are also lucky to have some staff
who specialise in running extension classes for those
who have interest. Above all we hope to show that
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WHO SHOULD STUDY MATHEMATICS?
Students who flourish on mathematics courses enjoy
problem solving and are prepared to work with
commitment and perseverance both in and out of class
time. The course combines well with the study of
Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Design Technology,
Geography, Economics, Psychology, PE and Business
Studies. Essential skills required are attention to detail,
good algebraic manipulation, and reasonable speed and
accuracy when doing calculations. Statistics needs a
good grasp of probability, accuracy and estimation.
Mechanics requires good spatial awareness and
confidence with trigonometry and vectors.
CO-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
All Lower 6 students enter the Senior Mathematics
Challenge competition and the most successful are
invited to compete in the follow-up Olympiad rounds.
Extra support is provided for those experiencing
difficulties with the course and also for those
applying to Oxbridge or wishing to take an Advanced
examination. Students are also encouraged to
support younger pupils through the mathematics
mentoring programme.

Mathematics and
Further Mathematics (two A Levels)
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr E Bramhall
EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel
SPECIFICATION CODE: AS 8FM0 A2 9FM0
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Mathematics Grade 9.
Any additional Mathematics qualification would be
an advantage.
This is a demanding but rewarding course for pupils
who have achieved a grade 9 at GCSE and enjoy tackling
challenging problems. We currently study Edexcel
Further Mathematics which comprises of two pure
papers and then two shorter separate applied papers in
further mechanics and further statistics. Further
Mathematics is particularly suitable (although not
always essential) for pupils wishing to study
Mathematics, Physics, Engineering, Computer Science
or Economics in higher education. During the two-year
course, students study the three modules that make up
A Level Mathematics and four further modules based
on Pure Mathematics, Mechanics, Statistics or
Decision Mathematics.
COURSE ASSESSMENT
Both the A Level in Mathematics and the A Level in
Further Mathematics are linear courses.
In Mathematics, three, two hour, equally weighted
examinations will be taken at the end of the Upper 6.
Paper 1 and Paper 2 are both Pure Mathematics papers
and Paper 3 will be based on Mechanics and
Statistics. In Further Mathematics, four, 90 minute,
equally weighted examinations will also be taken at the
end of the Upper 6.
AS LEVEL FURTHER MATHEMATICS
(ONE AND A HALF A LEVELS)
This option is designed for able mathematicians.
As well as the A Level in Mathematics it involves the
study of two additional modules. Pupils wishing to
follow this course will study the Mathematics course in
Lower 6 and pick up AS Further Mathematics in Upper 6
alongside the A Level Mathematics and their other two
A Level subjects.
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CO-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
All Lower 6 students enter the Senior Mathematics
Challenge competition and the most successful are
invited to compete in the follow-up Olympiad rounds.
Extra support is provided for those experiencing
difficulties with the course and also for those applying
to Oxbridge or wishing to take an Advanced
examination. Occasional outings to mathematics
lectures take place.
Students are also encouraged to support younger pupils
with their mathematics through the mathematics
mentoring programme.
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Music
ACTING HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs N Eaglestone
EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel
SPECIFICATION CODE: 9MU01
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: Grade 6 at GCSE plus
at least Grade 7 standard on one instrument.
A second instrument is not necessary, although useful
(especially piano). Grade 5 (or above) theory standard
would be ideal. Students who have not taken GCSE
Music would have to show evidence of strong
performance skills (one or two instruments at Grade 7
or above) with Grade 5 theory.
Music A Level is fully recognised as a subject
appropriate for university admission. Students who
have studied music often continue with their studies
in further education, usually at least one per year.
Students often combine music with drama and / or art
to provide a wide foundation in the arts. It is also
common for students to study music alongside
mathematics and sciences to provide a diverse Sixth
Form programme.
The Music Department is very fortunate to have a state
of the art music school. There are dedicated areas for
A Level music lessons and students have the
opportunity to use all appropriate facilities. There is
a very busy concert schedule of around 30 concerts.
Sixth form students play an important lead role, indeed
organising some events themselves. Concerts range
from full scale orchestral and choral concerts to more
informal smaller events. Music theatre is also a strong
element of the school. A major production is mounted
at a local theatre every two years. Students also have
the opportunity to perform at various London venues,
including Milton Court and St James’ Piccadilly. Another
strength of the department is chamber music. In recent
years the school has become national winners in the
Pro Corda Competition on several occasions.

The department has a fine track record in achieving
the highest grades. In the last four years, students have
gone on to read music at Oxford, Cambridge,
Birmingham, Sheffield and Leeds. They are often very
appreciate of the care and dedication of the Freemen’s
staff in order to prepare them for the rigours of further
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education. Past students include Jeremy Cole (now
sub-organist at Wells Cathedral); Peter Lam (now a
composer working in Hollywood); Rebecca Baker
(organist); Ellen Timothy (professional soprano); Mark
Nathan (professional opera baritone).
COURSE CONTENT
The music specification is divided into three sections:
Performing (30%); Composing (30%) and Listening and
Appraising (40%). Performing comprises of a short
recital (10-12 minutes) presented during the U6 year.
In the composing element, students produce one
composition and one technical exercise in the Upper 6.
Both performing and composing are externally marked.
Throughout the course students study a wide variety of
music through the initial analysis of set works focusing
on Vocal Music; Instrumental Music; Film Music; Pop
Music and Jazz; New Directions; and Fusions. These are
assessed through both aural questions and essays in a
2 hour paper.
COURSE ASSESSMENT
These are assessed through both aural questions and
essays in a 2 hour paper.
STAFFING
The Acting Director of Music, Mrs Eaglestone and the
Assistant Director of Music. Students receive support
from the Music Technician and appropriate
instrumental staff.

Philosophy, Ethics and Religion
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr T Wright
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR
SPECIFICATION CODE: H573
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Religious Studies or
other Humanities subject Grade 6
This course is for anyone who is interested in
exploring big issues. It is about asking ‘what is life
about?’ (Philosophy), ‘what is right and wrong?’ (Ethics)
and ‘what does Christianity say about these issues’
(Religion). Questions discussed range from ‘are
humans totally free?’ to ‘is there life after death?’ to
‘has science disproved God?’ Anyone willing to discuss,
question and explore the way people think and act,
today and how they did in the past, is welcome to take
this course. In fact a true Philosopher ‘loves wisdom’
by definition.
There are regular meetings of Philosophy Society with
talks and debates led by students and teachers. We
normally also take students to a conference given by
influential speakers from Higher Education. The
Philosophy side of the course is taught by Mr T Wright
who has Undergraduate Degrees in Natural Sciences
from Cambridge, Theology from Durham and a Masters
from Heythrop College London. His area of particular
interest is the interface between Science and
Philosophy / Theology and he wrote a course guide
which has been used by the University of London
undergraduate degree programme on this subject.
Miss Bax teaches the Ethics side of the course. She
studied at Edinburgh University and, having travelled
widely, has a great interest in World Religions and the
implications of Ethical theories in the modern world.
COURSE CONTENT
We examine the views of thinkers such as Plato,
Aristotle, Aquinas, Mill, Darwin, Freud, Kant, Dawkins as
well as the Religious perspective on the big questions
of existence. The full title of this course is OCR Religious
Studies A Level H573 and includes much reference to
Humanist and Scientific viewpoints. It is meant to
encourage critical analysis of all viewpoints. The course
is split into two areas: Philosophy and Ethics.

#LOVEFREEMENS
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Philosophy, Ethics and Religion
PHILOSOPHY
Have you ever asked: ‘Who am I?’ ‘What is right?’
‘Does God exist?’ ‘How can we know anything?’
This is Philosophy. Philosophy is about ideas –
ideas about the world, ideas about people and
ideas about how to live. It is about everyday life;
it’s about exploring the way we think, believe and act.

•
•
•

This part of the course looks at these ideas, especially
exploring the existence of God, ideas of evil and
suffering and ideas about human nature. Topics
covered include:
• Plato and Aristotle;
• Soul, mind and body;
• Human nature and the purpose of life;
• Life after death;
• The self and immortality;
• Knowledge and revelation of God;
• The Bible;
• Arguments for and against theism;
• The nature of Jesus Christ;
• Problem of evil;
• Philosophy of language

WHO SHOULD STUDY THIS SUBJECT?
This course teaches skills which are key if considering a career in the law, medicine, economics as well
as politics and journalism. The subject combines well
with a wide range of other A Levels across the fields of
sciences, humanities and arts. Philosophical reasoning
is very highly regarded by employers. The importance of
this subject in the modern world is clear. As some have
attributed to Abraham Lincoln, “the philosophy of the
school room in one generation will be the philosophy of
government in the next”.

ETHICS
Making decisions about what is right and wrong are
amongst the most difficult things we do, yet we make
them every day and often without much thought. How
do we make moral judgements? Religions lay down the
challenge that without God (or without religion), people
cannot live the way they are intended to live, but is
this correct?
This part of the course will examine how we make
decisions, issues of conscience and freedom, and issues
in the fields of sexual ethics, medical ethics, pluralism
and secularism. Topics covered include:
• Aristotle and virtue ethics;
• Aquinas and natural law ethics;
• Fletcher and situation ethics;
• Applied ethics including Medical Ethics;
• Hobbes and egoism;
• Kant and duty;
• Singer and utilitarianism;
• Meta-ethics;
• Free will and determinism;
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Secularism;
Pluralism in society and religion;
Gender in society and religion.

COURSE ASSESSMENT
Terminal assessment takes place at the end of
the second year with three examination papers.

Physics
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr J Hallam
EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel
SPECIFICATION CODE: 9PH0
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Physics and GCSE
Mathematics Grade 7
As Bill Bryson says, “Physics is really nothing more than
a search for ultimate simplicity, but so far all we have is
a kind of elegant messiness.”
COURSE CONTENT
Theory and skills from GCSE are developed and
studied in far greater depth. Many Year 1 topics will
be familiar, such as mechanics, electricity and waves,
but the approach at A Level will be much more
mathematical and will really stretch students’
understanding of these areas. New topics include
materials and quantum physics, in which the familiar
world is tipped on its head. Year 2 topics are largely
new to students and include momentum, circular
motion, electric and magnetic fields, nuclear and
particle physics, thermodynamics, astrophysics,
nuclear radiation and oscillations. Alongside the theory,
students will develop mathematical and practical skills,
which will be applied to the sixteen core practicals.
As a result of the increase in demand from GCSE,
students often struggle at first, until they step up a
gear and learn to take more responsibility for their
own learning.
Students must be competent in their use of mathematics, for example rearranging equations such as
v2 = u2 + 2as to make s the subject. Combining equations
is also important, so 4/3πr3ρg represents the weight of
a sphere, given ρ is its density. Rearranging equations
into the form y = mx + c is also required as it allows us
to find physical constants form the gradient or
y-intercept of a line. If you are unsure about your
mathematical ability, you must talk to your physics
and mathematics teachers.
All students attend an inspiring day of lectures entitled
Physics in Action, and our brightest students may attend
extension sessions, where they will think deeply and
laterally to solve problems, leading to the Senior Physics
Challenge competition in March of Year 1 or the British
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Physics Olympiad round 1 in November of Year 2.
Students may also enter an Experiment Competition,
which is designed to offer an open-ended investigation,
and we are interested in setting up an Upper School
Physics Club that is largely run by Sixth Formers.
COURSE ASSESSMENTS
Students will sit three written papers at the end of the
A Level course. Papers 1 and 2 will test specific theory
from the two year course, whilst Paper 3 covers the
entire specification with synoptic links and questions
testing practical skills. Students should also gain a
practical competency award based on their
development of skills in the core practicals.
WHO SHOULD STUDY THE SUBJECT?
Students should study Physics if they are interested in
its applications and ways of thinking and particularly
if they wish to study a related subject, such as Physics
or Engineering, at university. Physicists are always in
demand across a wide range of careers because of their
logical skills and ability to interpret data.
STAFFING
Each class has two teachers out of Mr Hallam,
Mr Newcome, Mr O’Donnell and Mrs Thornton.
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Politics
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr A Weston
EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel
SPECIFICATION CODE: 9PL0
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE History, English or
Religious Studies Grade 6
“There is no such thing as ‘keeping out of politics’. All
issues are political issues”. A Level Politics is for those
who are interested in power and how it has an impact
on our daily lives. An interest is needed, but no previous
knowledge of politics is required. During the course we
visit the Houses of Parliament, and often enter various
competitions and contests to promote political
knowledge and understanding.
Candidates taking Politics have numerous co-curricular
opportunities, chiefly the Batchelor Society, but also
including essay competitions, lectures and seminars.
The Politics Department also runs the Political Film Club
and a weekly group called the League of Nations, which
explores the implications of realist and liberal thought
on the geopolitical community.
The course is delivered by two of three staff.
Mr Weston, the Head of Department, has taught
Politics since 2002, joining Freemen’s in 2017. Prior to
that he was a Parliamentary candidate for a Scottish
constituency. He has also appeared on Mastermind
answering questions on the political novels of George
Orwell. Miss Farrington joined Freemen’s in September
2019, and Miss Robinson in January 2020.
COURSE CONTENT
Component 1: UK Politics. Students will study a range
of themes relating to political participation: democracy
and participation, political parties, electoral systems,
voting behaviour and the media. We will also look at
the core political ideas of conservatism, liberalism
and socialism.
Component 2: UK Government. Students will
study the constitution, parliament, Prime Minister
and executive, relationships between the branches.
We will also cover one political ideology from a range
including anarchism, ecologism, feminism,
multiculturalism and nationalism.
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Component 3: Comparative Politics. We study
comparative Global Politics. Students will study
sovereignty and globalisation; global governance
(political, economic, human rights and environmental);
power and developments, regionalism and the
European Union and comparative interpretations of
the actions of states.
COURSE ASSESSMENT
The course is entirely exam-based with no coursework.
Each component is worth 33.3% of the overall mark.
WHO SHOULD STUDY POLITICS?
Politics A Level gives students the intellectual tools and
framework to critique and question their own society,
as well as an added insight into the motivation driving
the political figures of their time. Any student with an
interest in these areas should at least consider Politics.
It complements subjects such as History, Economics,
Business Studies, Geography and English. Politics
students will develop skills of analysis and interpretation
as well as improving their ability to present a
coherent argument in debate and on paper. These skills
will prove vital to careers in law, public relations,
journalism, teaching, business, and – of course –
politics! Increasingly, Politics as an A Level is seen as
an important subject in the study of degrees in PPE,
Politics and International Relations.

Psychology
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Miss J Vinall
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 7182
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Mathematics
and Biology Grade 6
The mind is something intangible that exists within our
brain; an unseen process of enzymes, chemicals and
electric currents. But why is it that some people suffer
from mental illness? What factors affect the reliability
of our memory? How does our brain prepare us for
fight-or-flight? How do virtual relationships differ from
face-to-face relationships? Psychology looks at
questions like these and more. It’s a fascinating science
with cutting edge research that has real world
applications that you are bound to find interesting.
COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT
The course consists of three papers.
Introductory Topics in Psychology: looks at social
influence (e.g. conformity, obedience), memory (e.g.
models of memory, factors affecting eyewitness
testimony), attachment (e.g. Romanian orphan studies),
and psychopathology (e.g. explanations and treatments
for depression and OCD).
Psychology in Context: covers approaches such as
behaviourism and cognitive. The biological approach
also looks at topics such as the nervous and endocrine
systems, biological rhythms and brain plasticity.

Psychology is a science and so the course looks at what
scientific research has discovered about behaviour and
not simply what people think is the cause of behaviour.
Knowledge and understanding of psychological research
methods, including statistical analysis of data, is an
important part of the course and one third of the total
marks are assessing research methods skills.
Mathematical skills represent 10% of the final
assessment and so students should be comfortable
with data analysis.
Nationally Psychology is the 3rd most popular A Level
and the 4th most popular degree subject. A significant
number of students at Freemen’s who study
Psychology at A Level go on to study it at university.
Psychology graduates are considered very favourably
by employers because of the skills they acquire and a
degree in Psychology is excellent for a range of careers,
including law, business and management, teaching and
the caring professions.
All students attend a day long workshop at Freemen’s
on “Psychology and the Brain” run by Dr Guy Sutton
who is a lecturer in neuroscience at the University of
Nottingham. There is also a Psychology Society where
students are encouraged to give talks about any aspect
of psychology they wish to other students.
STAFFING
Each class has two teachers, Miss Vinall and Mrs Wright.

Issues and Options in Psychology: discusses various
issues such the determinism reductionism, and cultural
or gender bias. We also look at three applied options:
relationships, schizophrenia and forensic psychology.
COURSE ASSESSMENT
Each paper is worth 33.3% of the overall A Level and
consists of a variety of questions. Multiple choice, short
answer and extended writing questions. Students have
no choice in the questions.
WHO SHOULD STUDY THE SUBJECT?
Students who are interested in understanding why
people behave the way they do will enjoy the course.

#LOVEFREEMENS
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Spanish
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs C Salisbury
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 7692
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Spanish Grade 7
A Level Spanish helps students develop confident,
effective communication skills in Spanish and a
thorough understanding of the culture of countries
and communities where Spanish is spoken. It develops
an enthusiasm for language learning and encourages
students to consider their study of the language in a
broader context.

STAFFING
A Level Spanish is taught by Mrs Salisbury,
Mrs Willis-Jones and Ms Willis. All staff members
are very experienced and well qualified and include
a bilingual speaker, a native speaker and an
Oxbridge graduate.
CO-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
Students have the opportunity to take part in a
language and cultural visit to Barcelona and are also
helped to organise work experience in Spain with the
reputable Halsbury Travel Company.

“If I hadn’t chosen to study A Level Spanish at Freemen’s
I would definitely not have had the Spanish skills or guts
to spend a month, volunteering at an orphanage in
Mexico!” - Conrad Parks, former Freemen’s student.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Two Spanish A Level students were awarded the United
Wards’ Club Bursary for Modern Languages to allow
them to further their study of Spanish.

COURSE CONTENT
The course is designed to inspire all students who have
an appreciation of the language, literature, film and
culture of the Spanish-speaking world. There are four
engaging themes, which address a range of social issues
and trends, as well as aspects of the political and artistic
culture of Spain and Spanish-speaking countries.

WHO SHOULD STUDY SPANISH?
Students need to show real enthusiasm for
communicating in Spanish and should have a sound
grammatical awareness, including tenses and key
structures. A willingness to learn by rote is important, as
is a curiosity to find out more about Hispanic countries
through independent research.

TEXTS AND FILMS
Students study one film, El Laberinto del Fauno by
Guillermo del Toro and one literature text, Como Agua
para Chocolate by Laura Esquivel.

HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREERS
Languages combine well with a range of social science,
humanities and science subjects. The range and
combination of courses available is very wide from
Spanish with Music at Royal Holloway to Biochemistry
with Spanish at Imperial. Spanish is increasingly
becoming an important global language and is growing
in demand by businesses that operate in Europe the
U.S and South America. The most recent CBI survey
puts Spanish in the top three languages required by
British companies.

ASSESSMENT
Terminal assessment takes place at the end of the
second year.
Paper 1: Listening and reading comprehension and
translation into English and Spanish, 2 hours 30 mins,
50% of A Level.
Paper 2: Essay paper on film and literature text,
2 hours, 20% of A Level.
Paper 3: Oral. Discussion of a card (based on a theme)
and an independent research project, 20 mins, 30% of
A Level.
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Sport Studies
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mr T Deakin
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 7582
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Biology Grade 6
A Level Sport Studies builds on students' experience
from Key Stage 4 and GCSE to enhance their knowledge
and increase their understanding of the factors that
affect performance and participation in PE.
This specification gives students the opportunity to
experience and develop an interest in a variety of
roles in sport, such as performer, official or coach.
The content addresses contemporary topics in sport,
such as the impact in the use of ergogenic aids,
technology and the increasing commercialisation of
sport. The course is taught by Mr Felgate, Mr Moore,
and Miss McLaughlin.
COURSE CONTENT
Students will be equipped with both a depth and
breadth of knowledge, understanding and skills relating
to scientific, socio-cultural and practical aspects of
physical education. This will require them to:
• Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding
of the factors that underpin physical activity
and sport and use this knowledge to improve
performance;
• Understand how physiological and psychological
states affect performance;
• Understand the key socio-cultural factors that
influence people's involvement in physical activity
and sport;
• Understand the role of technology in physical
activity and sport;
• Refine their ability to perform effectively in
physical activity and sport by developing skills
and techniques and selecting and using tactics,
strategies and / or compositional ideas;
• Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to
improve performance;
• Understand the contribution which physical activity
makes to health and fitness;
• Improve as effective and independent learners and
as critical and reflective thinkers with curious and
enquiring minds.
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COURSE ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: Factors affecting participation in physical
activity and sport.
Section A – Applied anatomy and physiology
Section B – Skill acquisition
Section C – Sport and society
Written exam 2 hours, 35% of A Level.
Practical performance in physical activity and sport:
Students are assessed as a player, performer or coach
in the full sided version of one activity, 15% of A Level.
Written / verbal analysis and evaluation of performance,
15% of A Level.
Paper 2: Factors affecting optimal performance in
physical activity and sport.
Section A – Exercise physiology and biomechanics
Section B – Sports psychology
Section C – Sport and society, technology in sport.
Written exam 2 hours – 35% of A Level.
WHY STUDY SPORTS STUDIES?
The sports industry is one of the fastest growing sectors
of modern society. With continual developments in
technology, nutrition and psychology to name a few,
there are a huge number of exciting opportunities for
those interested in continuing this subject beyond
GCSE. Students should have an interest in different
sports and want to find out more about the role sport
has on society, whilst keeping abreast of current
national and global sporting events.
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Destinations
2021 OFFERS:

4 Students
are taking a
Gap Year

2 Students have

been accepted for
Art Foundation courses

MOST POPULAR UNIVERSITIES OF 2021 SIXTH FORM GRADUATES
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2 Students

are starting
apprenticeships

Destinations
UNIVERSITY DESTINATIONS AND COURSES 2021:
UNIVERSITY OF BATH
• Architecture
• Chemistry
• Computer Science
• Economics
• Health and Exercise Science
• International Management
and Spanish
• International Politics, German
• Politics with Economics
UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL
Biomedical Sciences
• International Business
Management and French
• Mechanical Engineering
• Mechanical and Electrical
Engineering
• Law
•

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
Economics
• Human, Social, Political Sciences
• Medicine
• Natural Sciences
•

CARDIFF UNIVERSITY
Mathematics & Music
• Medicine
•

DURHAM UNIVERSITY
• Geology
• Natural Sciences
• Philosophy, Politics, Economics
UNIVERSITY OF EAST ANGLIA
Physiotherapy

•

THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH
• International Relations
and International Law
• Veterinary Medicine
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UNIVERSITY OF EXETER
• Business and Management
• Economics
• History
• Law
• Philosophy and
Modern Languages
IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON
• Biomedical Engineering
• Chemistry
UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS
Ancient History and History
• Geography
• Journalism
• Liberal Arts
• Psychology
•

LSE

•
•
•

Geography
Mathematics, Statistics, Business
Philosophy and Economics

LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY
• Accounting and Financial
Management
• Geography with Economics
• Management
• Physics
• Product Design and Technology
• Sport Science, Coaching and PE
• Sports Technology
UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM
• Geography
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
• Philosophy, Politics, Economics
ROYAL HOLLOWAY, UNIVERSITY
OF LONDON
• Law
• Psychology

ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE,
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
Veterinary Medicine

•

UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD
Law (European and International)

•

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON
Business Management
• Economics and Business
Management
• German and Music
• Geology
• Natural Sciences
• Psychology
•

UNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS
Biology

•

UNIVERSITY OF SUSSEX
Biology

•

UCL
Archaeology
• Architecture
• Biochemistry
• Classics
• Economics
• History with a European
Language
• Mathematics and Physics
• Natural Sciences
•

UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK
Economics
• International Business with
French
• Philosophy with Psychology
• Physics
•

UNIVERSITY OF YORK
• Economics and Econometrics
• Film and Television Production

36

